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LET WELL ENOIJGI ALOUE.
«' L'-t welI etiotgli alotne." Il Do not

spoil a good tlîing trying ta inmprove it,"
and seveëral other, inaxinis nil poilitiîi. in
the saine direction, cainind theinsel ves
at ail tintes ta people of a practical turii
of nuind, andi thoy are worthy of tie special,
consideration at the present tinie by the
people of MNanitoba, andi especially of
those living- iii cities aîîd towîîs.

Unquestiouabiy syluptoîns of a tiesire
ta interfère with, well enouigh, anti try to
iiiiprave upon a gaad thing are ta be imet
Nvith in aur cities and towns at presclît,
altmaugli anc inighit thiirk that the lessans
so expensively learneti duriing the past
three years, wvauld niake-i ant impressian,
wlîicli wvould Jast langer(, titan the first
ycaro ai opar-ative praspe(rity. But then
while the ,retit inajority af nny coninun-
ity are fareed La suilr fraont publie foiiy,
there are always a few wvlo wvill profit by
it, and a much larger numbher iwho think
they %vil], andi iii titis respett 'Manitob>a is
no, exception ta tire rule.

The best that cau) be saiti of the trade
affairs af titis province is, that they ]lave
reachiet the state of «"well enioughI," andi
it is tiot more than ane year since they
reached there. Tho boom of 1881 w~as
the acnrie af popular folly, out af which a
few profiteti, a very large niîber expeet.
eti ta, profit but were disappointeti, anti
the bulk of the residents ai1) Maiitoba suf-
fereti tlîereby. it titis sufficring the coin-
mercial, portion of tire canr<ntunity liat to
bear a hcavy simare of the burden, and
thiey liad tire sinaliest hanti ii the miakingm
of titat burden. '1hey shoul tiierefore
have special care, that they are flot again
brougitt into sucli a dificulty.

About thte first sigli af interfering with
got enoughi is observable anion- those
wha stili hiolt real estate iii thc citios andi
towirs. Most of titis real estate wvss pur-
chased; at or very litti, beiow iiiateti
boom figures, andi lioldarl; dreain of yet
securing prices sucli as their imaginations
picture in h 1M8. WVhether they wvili or
not for years t:) came secure these wisited
for figures or anytming approachîing ta
titen, depentis entireiy upon the softncss
of intending purchasers. If thte natural
]aw of supply andi demanti lias rnythingi,
ta do Nvith the price of real estate, and

espocially uninproveti rosI estate lit the
city of Winnipeg, probable ftuîri %alues
shauli lie basetiupoîi the filcts, that Luec
is space enaugli il) tue lîusiiiebs portion of
the City ta stipply the tratie wants iii that
respect of n coinnîuitity of aile hîundred
aîid fifty tlîousaiîd of .1 populaîtionî, %viile
in the resideîîce portionl t.le availaIl?ý arca
is large enougli for ant equai nuniber of
inhabitants. At tire rate o! teli tiiousanti
iiiniigramîts bettiii iii the Nortiwest
every ycar, liov lon-, will it ho Liefore there
is aitythiîîg like a scarcity of building lots
in i nVnipegî If e' ery settier cuîingi) 'tothp
country took up lus ahurie ii tlie City, it
%vould takoc over a dozen years before tire
suppiy Cali hc exitausteti. If we inquire
juto the stato of other cities anti towns ini
tme province we %wzll findt initters difl'eriug
verv little froîn Nvliat tlîey are iniiiinj
peg. Of course we dIo îiot expect tliat real
estate transactions in aur cities anti towils
v, iii oe long coniiied ta supply and (le-
inanti regulateti figures, if indeeti they
have silice 1 b8l. been down ta that level.
Thiere always will i>c a class of spcculativ'e
fools, wvlo will pîîrcliase real estate wviti
crazy liopes of future profits, anti tire
actions of such fools utifortunateiy do ta
sanie extciît counterbalance those of miore
sensible people. Ali senîsible people eau
dIo, is ta yield as littie as possible ta tîcir
cravy %viîns.

Closely conn.-ýcte1 witlh Uie reai estat(-
boonier, anti indeeti usually ainong tlîat
c]ass are ta ho found atiotiier crowd oi iii-
dividuals, whîa caa'iot leave well e'.oitgli
alonte. 'Ihese are tluey whîo L-ep iii vitiig

ail whio eaui, ta coins, anti open up iii tratie
iî) tic Nortliwcst, as smîccess awaits a])
whlo caonte. 'Usually titis Il caine anc corne
ail" invitation is extentiet by parties whîo
are in egregious ignorance of the trade
wants o! tire country, andi tihe resuit M
tlîeir rceklcss invitations nîaly ho .iudged
front the fact tlrat tiurîng Uie years Iý3S2-
3 anti the first hialf of i 8ýl'4, aver 1200 out
of a total ai scine 2700 traders in. thqe
Nartirwest were crowded out of business,
anti over 400 were forced into insoivency.
The saine elass of fools andi knavisli specu.
laton-s are still shouting Ilconte au,'
Il we wvant more tr-aders, whiereas th(i
country hias ail the traders it wants ai
presehit, anti iii more tItan anc place il
titere a surplus of inerclîants. We d(
want nmen ai ingeuiuity andti noderate capi
taI, ta engage in numerouzs branches ai
manufactures, for wvhicli te rawv nateria
is abundant liere, anti is rnow going t(

%vaste for 'vaut of being s0 uitilizeti. Such
businîess incii wve do wvalit, ])ut ivc have
ellou"lr, if îlot more thiîa elînuigli of pureiy
nmercanitile coniceriis, andi wlren wvo invite
rrew aîîcs, %vo are oînly dainnging a state
of airairs iii trado 'vhiîch is certainly not

ikirîch iproveui liati better Ih ieit
alone.

rhiere is a class ai tvell-incliîieil people
aitnongst us, Nviîo are disposeti, anti îlot
%witlîout gooti reasou, ta be enthusiastic
over titis landt of tieir adoption, tutt thîcir
efl'ervescence naL unfrequeiitly ixîjeleada
people in tIre east andi Europe. There is
uuliîniteci scope for all' the enthrusism af
,ucli people, if tlrey wvill only guide iL in
a proper chiannel, anti turn it to gooti ne-
comnt. If tlrey inust paint ini higli colors
the prospects iiitr arhet let thtam
liolti out Lîmeir inrtucemîî"nts ta the agri-
cultural classes anly. WVe have raorn
hiere for millions ai gooti practical farîn.
ers, and neLLIers of that chars wiil have noa
rcasori ta regret settliiig- witlr us, if thîey
oîîly possess tIre practical experience iii

fr-igthe deterîninatioîr ta, innprove
thteir c'ircunstanices, anti a very Iiiinited
antount of capital on whieli te inake a
start We are saie in iîrviting sucli
people liere, anti we eati rest satisfied,
tîlat noute ai sucit vhîo Cone ilh lacet
with, disappoiîinrt.

Front ahinnst every brancha f trade, and

inrdicate that recovery is ge'îerai. While
titis is unîdaubtedly tIre case, titere is an
absenrce oi rose color reports front any-
wîrere, anti sanie ai those vhîiclh we deem
encouraging andi indicative ai recovery do
trot flint tiiot et-en business activity ]lits

*been reacliot. For instance in tire iran
ai the Untitedi States tiiere is noa rush af

*any kiîrd at prescrit. But whien we makeo
coniparisons viitlr last wvinter andi spring,
niten labar troubles tiere.shîaking titis anti
otller iiustrieý, ta tîîeir foutidation, anti
iniley wvas goiirg beggiîîg for caîl loans
n t twva ta, thîrce per cent. iii castorn money
centres, rather titan finding its way inta
industrial chinels, we have very great
reason for feeling thankiul for the im-
pravement in titis branch. In ather in-

>du striaI fieldis it lias been fully as nîi-'ked,
. anti in santie nnuch niore so, aud as labor
E troubles are gradually quiotilig tiawn, anti
f lahor organizations are fret-irrg themnselves

)from tiroir dangerona, associations; with
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