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THE CORITLIC.

MINING—Continued.

EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORT OF THE

INSPECTOR OF MINES.

SYoxNey Coals FieLp.—-This district occupies the eastern shore of Capo
Breton County. Its land area is estimated at 200 square miles, and it now
forms thko 1im of an extensive coal fiold extending under ghe Atlantic.
Fortunately, oxporience has proved that nearly all the seams can he followed
in their subaqueous extension.  Fstimatos based on the rystem of enquiry
adopted by the Royal Commission on the duration of the coal supply of
Great Britain, put the amouut of available coal in these submarine nroas
after making proper deductions for waste, etc.. at not less than 2,000,000,t00
tone,

‘I'he following section, taken iu the Lingan distiict, will serve to show
the thickness and rtelative positions of the best known seams :—
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‘Tho corl tield is remarkably freo from disturbances, ete., and Professor
Lesley, in a report, dwells strongly on this point.

Nearly all the scams lic at easy angles, vield little water, and owing to
the generlly firm charactor of the roof, they can be mined with unusual
cheapness and safety,  So strongly marked is the impermeable pature of the
strata, that at 3 modorate depth the submarine workings are perfectly dry.,

Theto are seatns found underiying thosa given in the above section,
and varyving in thickness from two ts cight feet, but in the presence ol the
seams cropping on the shors thoy have not hitherto attracted much atten-
tion.

The coals of this district are bituminous, and specially aldapted for gas
and coke making, and for stesm purposes. The Sydney Mines coal is
largely used in the Lower Provinces for domestic purposes. The gas
values may be understood from the following test wade of the Hurbur seamn
conl ;-

Gas, cubic fool per ton .ooes coeis ciniees sveenenennn. 10,000
Candlo POWET.ceeesns veee <o cisrrerunienniines crveennnane 16
Coke, 200, IS cevvvees vorinniritiinient toercin i, 1,470

Official reports ou this seam made to the Adwiraity show that it con.
1ains 83 5 per ceutum of carbon aud that it s practicily el 1w Wsh
gteam coil.  Trinls made ou 1L M. S, Gunnet show that when mixd with
twice its weight of tho best Welsh conal, a saving of 12 per cent vver the
Walsh coal alone was obtained. Practieal testz niade ot years ago for the
United States Naval Depatment, showed a prictical evaporative pow.r of
7.9 lbs. for the Sydney seam.  Similu tests and trids of the other seams
sliow equally good results, nml_ Syduey Harbor has bevome 2 wellkuown
port of call for steamers requiring buuker cosl.  Newfonnedllaud sealing
steamers prefer Cape Dreton coal to all vther, owing 10 the rapidity with
which it mises stoam.

These coals have been larguly used on Canadian railways, and are fonnd
to compare most favorably with the best imported coals, aud in many cases
are given the preference.  Ag yet the glack coal hins not been burned into
coke, excopt in small amounts for the local funndries, but considerable
quantitics are stipped to the United States, where an cconomical fuei 13
made by mixing it with the dust of anthracite coal for use under ordinary
steam boilers. Tho contemplated ostablishment of large iron and eopper
works on Sydnoy Harbor will afford a near market for both slack and coke.

The enormous amount of available coal contained in this district may
be estimated from the Geological Survey Report, which states that the
geams now opened coutain, in tho arcis leased for the purposs of working
them, over 212,000,000 tons. This estimate does not iuclude the cual in
the seams which are unopened iu the land ares in operation, nor the values
of the scams in Lhe leases which are at prezent awaiting a favorable
opportunity for development, which items would swell tho coal supply of
this district to figures representing many yoarz output greatly exceeding
any yet obtained.

In addition to the soams already recoxniz1 in the Sydney conl field as
at present worked, there are, in the vicinity of Sydney, and in the Mir
and Salmon River districts, extensive tracts of the upper paet of the mull-
stono grit in which are met ¢l soams, some of superior quality, which,
although too small {o be worked mow in the presence of the lage heds,
must yiold in the futuro an important supply of fuel.

W. B. REYNOLDS & CO.

1LEADQUARTERS FOR
Gold Mining Supplies,
Colliery Supplies,
Fishing Supplies,

— AN} —

GENERAL HARDWARE

AT VERY LOWEST PRICES.
W, B, REYNOLDS & CO.

238, 240 and 242 Lower Water Street.

WM. STAIRS, SON & MORROW.

HALIFAZ, W. S.
HEADQUARTERS FOR

MOUNT VERNON COTTON DUCKS,
YARMOUTH COTTON DUCKS.

JOSEPH GUNDRY & CO’S.

Seal ‘P'wine, twisted,
Seal Srawl, do
Mackerel Twine,
Caplin Twiries,
Herring ‘T'wines,
Net Marline,
Hemp Nets,

ENGLISUH SELINE NETTING,

Hest Salmon T'wine,
Patent Top'd Salmon Twine,
Salmon ‘I'rawl Twine
I'r ut Twines,
Mullew I'wines,
Net Noreels,
Cotton Nets,

MULLET SEINE NEPIING;

BUCHANAN'S Hand Line and Prawl Hooks
THE DARTSOUTH ROPE WORK CO'S Pure Manilla Rope, Sizal Rape, MY
Manilla Rope, Hemp Rape, 1 hster Marline, ete , ete

CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED.

MACDONALD & CO.
BRASS POUNDERS,
STEAM & HOT WATER ENGINEERS
-—MANUFACTURERS OF—
STRANM ENGIINES ANWD BOILERS.
MINING MACHINERY PROMPTLY PROVIDED.

ALEX. KEITH &

SON,
« MANUFACTURERS AND IMPORTERS OF

India Pale Ale and Porter,
ENGLISH ALE & BROWN STOUT.

LOWER WATER STREET, HALIFAX.




