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Thougli tlîe commercial-m n iexat ion azitation lias beeti fouîad s0 unpopu-
lar thati. ts advocales have thouglît it îviý,e ta alla"' it ta (ail1 inta tlîc back-
ground, it îvould secsin that it is still being iîurstied in an tmmderhaîid îvay by
tlîe distribution ai circitlars iii a sotaaewlîat objectionable tîtanner. l1'lie
.Enipire is aur autiîority for tlîe statement iliat tliese circulars are sent out
tinder ilie parlianientary frank ai M1r Jamesa Trow, M.P., tlie Liberal lVhip
Thais, if correct, i8 anotiier aubuse of tlae ùbjectionable fratiking privilege
wlîiclî auglît ta acelerate its abolition.

Our American friends an the Paicific are just now i good deai exercised
about thoir cosst defences. Generai Mliles, commanding in that regian, lins
been painting ont their defenceleBsness, and has raised quile a scnte, wlîici,
in part, takes the fortin oi jealousy ai tlie defences ai Vancouvcr's Island.
lVhy ibese gaod people should excite tiieniseives is not easy ta understand.
Ail tht farts England and Canada may unite in conslructing wiil, as they
ought ta knov?, generate no aggressiveness, a tendency quite out ai the
question on aur side. But whila tîtat tendency is sa i)lainiy manifest among
aur neiglibors il certainly behooves us ta spare no pains ta render aur Pacific
stronghoids as secure as may be, and we trust tlîe work will progrcss bathi
rapidly and efficiently.

Mr. A. Cleveland, ai Broclcport, N. Y., has, it appears, been awarded
the contract for the Toronto liarbor improvcments, his tender belig
$350,000; and the cantracts for beef and bacon for thte N. %V. Indians have
been awarded to J. G. Baker & Ca., an Anierican firm, ai îvhich Mr. Davis,
M. P. for Alberta, is said ta be a menîber. This latter firn lias hiad
enormous contrits for the Mounted Police and allier N. 'W. services for
thirteen or fourteen years past They are îirobabiy fair contractors, but we
aiways regard with feelings ai deep regret the awvatd cf cantinces ta American
firmes. Surely lhere are Canadien bouses capable ai furnisiîing such sup-
plies, and even of carrying out harbor inîpravements. IVhy shouîd
Canadian money for auch serv~ices go ta the other aide ai tlîe ine ?

The success ai a >aung Canadian artist in France is woitly ai record.
Miss M. A. Bell, daugliter ai Mr. Andrcwv ]klt, ai Almonîte, Ont., lias
achieved the hottor ai having a large pictître lîuîg in the l'aris Salon. Tlîe
subject is a donîestic scene ini tIn interiar ai ]hrittany, on a canvas ai five
feet by four. lt lias been highly praised by eminetît French critics, wiio pro-
nounce that "lMiss Blell ivill arrive at the tank ut a mnaster." The winter
works ai the best French artisîs are exhibited at the Paris Salon. Many mari-
tariaus works are annually rejected, and the ytung painter w~ho gains n place
achieves a high distinction. Canadians have reason tu be gratiied ai. the
success ai Ihis young lady, who is Canadian by several gentrations ai
descent, having a liberal sisare of geod aid United Empire Loyalist blood in
lier vains.

It is said ai Ilgood Qucen fiass," that when &lhe ci nceded she did it
with riglit royal goad grace and heartiness. l'li lack oi luis breadtlî ai
comprehension is painfully apparent among aut legislators on this continent
-not only those ai Canada, but those of Newioundiand also. l'bat Colany
bias passed a manhoad suffrage bill, but in doing sa has fixed the voting aga
lit 25. This limitation seenis very unnecessary. Lawv and precadetît fix
the age ai respansibiiiy et 21 Any yaurig man ofiardinary intelligence is
probably ns campetent tu exercist- his vote at that age as et 25, and the
restriction seanis usalessly vecxations. It is probable, liaiever, that, tlîe
principle being recognized, the neîv 1mw wili, belote very long, be nnianded.
It is not improbable that the question ai Caniederation may have lîad sartie-
lhing ta do with the decisian arrived at.

We have recaivad fromi an anonymous but evidenîly earnest "Sub.
scriber," a pratest against the tane ai a recent Editorial Note in THE~ CRITIc
on the deceased 'wife's sisier question, accompanied by a long article froni
the Churcit Timei, wvritten irom clanieal standp Jints, against titese unions.
We do not flid in this article a single valid .rpg:nîent, a position which
may be inieured frain the extravagance af uts cancluding sentences, vwhich
run as folaws :-<c And ail this for no better end and motive Ilian ta give
license ta the evil passians ai a few wealthy reprobates oi bath sexes, wvho
have cither broken the laws af God and mani already, or wish to do so.
We do not alter our laws ta facilitate burglaty, arson, homicide ; i.houah the
number of persans who wauid be sensibly relieved by suclu legislatian is
znuch greater than thase who caîl for frce trade in incest. XVhy slaould ire
rnake a differenice ini favor af the lest ?" Arguments which simply resolve
thenîselves int wholesale imputations ai iniamy cannot but be ai the
weakest.

A Mr. Sandys bias been amusing hiniseif uviiting la the Toronto .ielaire
about Halifax. His lucubralions are flot ili-natuied, and are intendcd ta
be partially facetiaus, but it must be confessed the plensanlry is sornowhat
far-fetched. Mr. Sandys doas not like the fahion ai ladies carrying canes,
and considars that Il one-half the population (ai Halifax) is military, and tîme
ailier balf English, or tries ta be so." By way ai illustration tîia gentleman
cool " up saine conversations, ai whiclî the fallowing is a specimen :-"lAw !
my deah iellow, cawn't yau join in samcthing dwy?" It was dry enougi,
Lard knows, but for innate cussedness I'd say: IlHowvs that? i Va-al
pardnier, reckon I wi112' IlWhiere did I camte frorn ?" "lOh I up nigli 10
Detroit." IlAw I yes, me deah fellah, ; I favrncied sa." Thîis sort ai thing
may bc vcry claver, but ive arc soincwhat at a loss ta imagine the sort ai
people wha couid bc amused by it. It is very poor burlesque. Neither
Englishmen non their suppased imitations, as far as ive have cver heard,
Say "cawxn't I and Ilfawncy."

A very discouraging state of affairs seems ta î,revail ini Victoria (Aus.)
ond more particularly in Melbourne, so long the scat of progrcss and pros-
perity. There lins been a grcat Illand boom," succceded, as usual, by a
finanýcia1 collapse and a very conîpiete dcprcssion. 'it courts are said to
bc etigaged frein wcek ta wcek in trying cases of cmbezzieniont by bink-
clcrks, lawyers, Il youtig men"I and oiliers drawn into tie swindling arena
inst year. 'rite Exhibition Il booni Ilihas, by itç lailuire, also addcd ta tie
confusion, and Uie influx of Englisli capital lias ncarly stoppcd, and Il the
only tlîing ta Etpeculute upoti appears ta bc wvhether the Victoriau gaoi
accommodation will prove equal ta the dentands made upon it." It is oniy
to bc hopcd tlîat this state of tlîings will not be of long duration. On the
other hand there are strong liopes oi the opening up of a valuabie coai field
in Gippsland.

Proféssar Goldwin Smith, has, it appears, beun yet furthcr airing his views
an the annexation question, tlîis lime tlîrougli the London Aleiv Yorl,
Ijeralil. The Prafesser thinks the idea is gaining ground in Canada, and
that the by-elections confirmi this view. bMr. Goldwin Smithî ovidently
catches at straws whicli do ,îot even indicate truly tie direction ai the
wind. The country has, ive take it, 8ounded so clear and certain a nctcý of
repudiation tlîat even sucli annexationists as hold ta their unpatriotic lad in
secret, lack the courage to confesi it openly. As Iiiperial Federallo»i
observes-" Na one in Canada pays any attention îvhatever ta the opinions
ai tho Oxford professor, and this is no doubt, the reason why he is sa fond
of ventilatihg his views ou Canadian paliticai questions on this (the Eng-
iish,> side of the Atlantic, rather than ou the other." This is tia doub:. quite
true, and the sotter the Engiish press becotues tlîaroughly aw-%re af it, the
better.

%%le con gratulate Lt-Col. Macdanald, late ai the 66th, on having, as we
are informed, succeeded in being retained for service, instead of being
retired, on relinquishing tlîe command oi lus late regimnent. WVe do not
know by what nante the list, if it become a list, will be knovrn, but practi-
cally Col. M,%acdonnld seenîs ta hava achieved success in a battle fought
years ago by anather oflicer without the like good resuit. The contention
wis thai a serviceabie officer compelled, say ironi change ai residence, tu
relinquish his position, should be, if lie ivished it, placed, not on a
IlRetired," but an ait IlUnattachied I List, as he inight at any time take
service again in another bittalt n. The oflicer in question subsequently
exemplifit d tlîis position in his own persan, and renewed hits repres.-itatîons,
but the Dt-partmient was cither too dense to understand, or voted the sug-
gestion a borc-ikely ei>ough the latter-aîîd having once isstied ils dlictutin
stuck to it witlî distiiîguished obstinacy.

The new City Council has aol ils liands tlîe carrying ont of tlîe law for
the establishîment of a city slaughter-housc. ]3y tiîat act the city ivas
empowertd ta purchase a site and to erect the buildings reqîîired for the
kceping of animais iîîtendell ta be convcrtýd into nieat-food, for the slaughiter
thereof, and for the insptciion of ail ati1mnais offered for such purposes bulh
before and alter killing. The intent of flic act is also that ail mneat, before
being officred for consu mption-wvhere ver kiliod-sbali be submittcd ta
inspection at the city slaughter-hou-,e. The choice af a site, fées ta bc
charged for the I.eep af animais, &c., are left for the regulation of the City
Council. That the measure wvas not îrematurely adopted is P iident, as, i
il is carried out as intended, the public will have the satisfaction af knowing
that only lîealtlîy meat is ofiered for sale anîd caten ini tha city. The institu-
tion will probably pay for ils cost and incidentai expenses frant the start,
and will be a sanitary benefit ta the citizens, at the saine time that it will
relieve the sanitary inspectors ai a branch ai duty that other calis upon
their lime do not permit theni ta attend zoa as thorouphly as is desirabie.

The Canadian Trade 1?evieto vriting on the lobster fisheries arrives at
the conclusion, aiter considering certain figures (given in anotiier editortal
note), that the inere extension ai the close season is nlot sufficietit ta recupe-
rate the fisherits, but that the fishing might, wvith, advantage be absolutoiy
prohibited for several ye.-s. Mr. Inspector Hunter Duvar thus forcibly
presenits the case :-Il The question is wlîcther a shorteried fishing is, ini
itseif, suffBcient ta restare the fishery ta a healthy condition. The smatl
size af rnàteriai used lias naturally lîad the cffect ai reducing the quaity of
the goods, and further affords a grevious proof that the bulk ai the lubsters
used are Young that have flot reached the three ta four yeais of age at wvhîch
îhey are capable ai reproduction. Since z882, aiter the great fishing oi
r88z, the fishery lias been dying rapi.dly. Froni tho presenit smaii 6ize
twice as many lobsters are destroyed as were a feiv years agn in producing
the saine number ai cans. Tlien it would have taken about 6,ooo,aoo of
lobsters, ta produce last ycar's quantity, whereas it has taken quxte i0,000,000.
With so large an increase in destruction, it must bc a long tinte, if ever,
before the fishery recuperates itseli lu its former condition-or, radlier,
neyer. It takes fuily flîrc years froni Uie ova before lobsters begmn ta
relîroduce their species ; lob3ters ai nine nches in clear lengtlî are a littie
over îhree ycars aId. The average ai lobster lie is eight ta nine years,
somte fow giant maies ai grent age notwithstanding. The practical, question
narrows itseli ta the important queries: Cati the bulk oi str'al lobsters that
escape in the fisliing season ever muitiply sa fast as ta reacli nine inches,
despite the annual fishing, and bring the standard back, in quantity and
dimensions ta that which existcd before thte industry ivas overdone? Or
would thrae Yeats ai canipiete rest sa advance the crop, by three years ini
the scale of tige and reproduction, as ta bring thc small lobsters ai to-day
forward inta Mature spawning fishi ini the fishcry ai z892 ?'I
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