
i' ni': cilric.

S-ADDLE AND SABRE.
('onliucd).

The atreani running iii frount of the rocks was casihy fordable, and, having
crosscd it, they turnd boîwcen two of thc sisiahor bouldens auîd asLtiîded to
tie rocky path wluich led up to the king.stone of iluis sitigutar group.
Devereux uaoticed that the snîaller rocks werc liouîcycombcd %vith caves, parîly
natural, but niany of tluom had evidcntly been eniargcd by the baud of nin.
At hast they turned thirough a fissure in the side of thec duel rock, whuicl tu
Deveneux's gicat asionisbmeuat, instcad oif beung sulid, %vas un the centre
lio%, aCter the utniner of a toath. Around tlîis cutiou8 platfon in the
iniddle were the entraulce to several cavcrn., Al iiif vhich, thotughi natural ta
begin withi, liad cvidently beetu considerably etilarg-cd artifucially ; un short,
the place bad been in Yeats long goise by a species of fluddhuist inonastry;
ajow it was the 1îonit of the dacoit, and belote thuen, luerchance, af the tiger ;
îvhence bis priesi lîad formally unvokcd Buddali, uiow tlue viciims of Shere
Ali shrickcd tlioir lives out utuder the tortures tluis nîiscreauîî itifictcd tuideu
pretcxt of extorîing coiufcssicns of luiddc'n ho.rdes which tlîey dud flot îaosscs.

This naturai forîrcess had evidcuîîly been the mreet of the robbers for
somte tine ; inany of the caves liad lueen turned ito store bouses, and saune
of the lar ger orles ir,îo stables, and it was quise evident ta Deveuc tViat, if
xhey only had cominand o! thc watcr, a smiali body of nien miffit hold oui
for a considerable time igainst much 8uperior numbers. StilI that wvould
avail Shere Ali luttle, Iei luis stronghold bc only ouuce discovered ; and then
Charlie reflectcd sadly how well ils secret lusd been kepi, and how long tht
dacoit chie! bad bafflcd ]luis pursuers. He ivas uiuust into a strait ccii, with
a stcrn intimation from HIassarn ibat if he crosseid ils thrcshold without per-
mission lit did s0 ai bis peril As far as hie could make out, tîxe place ah
present was occupied only by Hasssaun's party, and vhiat had becoine of
Shere Ali lie ivas tînable to conjecture, but lie feIt pretty certain that hc iras
flot withuin tht citadel. lic could sec that thie robbers niaintained, ini thoir
way, a severe discipiue-thc Robilla's wvord %vas obeycd witbout question by
bis strange medey af followers. 'luie nuffianly crew sccned ta have been
gathcred from men ai aIl races common to tht Peninsula. Tfiere werc some
wbosc soldierly bearing gave good grounds for supposing thcy wcre aniouîg
hhosc wvlo, like their leader, had been faise ho their sait during tht past
Muîiny, but rnany of theni had takcui ta tht road from their youth upivards.
Food and ivater %vert furnished hisn witli a liberal band, and, ihîough lic was
apparcntiy but sligbtly guarded, Devercux knew ihat he was jealously
ivatclied; moreaver, sa f ar as hie kncî, the only wvay out o! ihis singular
ampitheatre was the narrjw paih by which thicy luad cnicred, and two or
thîrce a! the dacoits ar.ucd th tc tcii lingered nigbt and day about that.
Stili Charlie thoughx that if any fecasuble chance o! escape prcscntcd usse1,
ho was bound to atternpt it. lie could but be kilhcd, and ihat that wouuld be
lus fate a huitt later ho liad no reason ta doubi ; in faci, it puzzlcd Charlie
-wby it was that bis life iças spared 50 long.

On their fîrst dav in thc rocks the dacoits scomed dctcrmined ta coin
pensait themselves for the fatigues ai their laie rapid match. They gave
themselvcs up, after the manner of their kind, to eating and drinking, Bled:
and iobacco-usually the sole pîtasmure: left ta iluose xbo cci ta luve b)
preying on iheir fcllows ; the second day they were more on tht alert, anc
I-Iassam moretihan once usccnded a rough staincasc vrbich led to the.top o
tht great honey-combcd rock whicli form'il iheir shelter. Devercux bac
gathcred, patly from the fcw vrords ho caughi, and paiuly frorn thoi
gestures, that tbcy were cxpeting tht arrivaI af their leadcr ; and wlicn th~
afternoon sun had sunk low in the hcaveuis tho tramp ai horsts on th~
narnow path became plainly audible;, a (civ minutes more and Sh.-re Ahi
with about a dozen followvers, makoc their appearance on the rocky platiorm
D)evereux was siuck %vith ivlat a very small number o the dacoits had gaincu
their stronghold ; bc féli sure ihey ivere in inuch greater force whtn lie and hi
comtades came Upl wihi hhem. Il was, of course difficuli t0 estimait, iti
numbers in tht jungle, but Chanlit hast 1belcved that iberc ivas quu t re
hundred ai thcm when the fiutst attack %vas made, %vhich had tcr.-ninated s
disastrous!y for himself. lie did flot b:hucve that hIobsan's incessan
aîîacks had occ.asioncd such loss as thc disproportion bctween ilcir preser
and thon nunibcns might ]lave been suppuscd ta indicate. Thcn hoe bega
to speculate îupots hoiv Sherc Ali's rcuuurn would affect hunîscif-uitle doub
ho tliought, but %-hat bis faite %ouhd bc su 'cdiIy determined now ; thcn hi
wondcrcd wheîher bis comirades ivere s!' oipon the track of tht marauder
Ho rcck-oncd that Hobson cuuld only have about fifty mnen %vith hlm nux
for several hejncw fbI un thai fu-st skirmush, and 1h iras îlot likcly thî
allies had flot sharcd tht reime fait in succeeding ones. Sherc Ai~ lia
bciwecn thirty and furîy witb him, and the natural dcfcncc af the placc. -cu
such thai, even if trackcd ta luis lair, the struggloc bctiveen bim and lu
..13ilants wvould bc both bloody and protractcd.

Devereux iras kept but hit in suspensc ; hall an hour after ihe dacc
chief's art-iraI in the citadel hi.c cave 'vas cntered by some haîf-doze:n ci il
robbcnu, and hie iras roughly cscortcd iat the prcsence of Shere Ahi. Tf
bindit's *(ace wore its niosi savage expression. Hobsouî's sîubborn pursu
had irritatcd him not a litîle, and luis funy had been xboraugh rouscdi
finding i hopclcss ta inducc bis fotlowcrs ta face tht hated Fcrun.huees. 1
hadl led thhm an himschf îwice in s1ht nost, sesoluîc lashion ; for, rncrcilc
il )ugh hc 'vas, hc p)osssd the atiribuîc of animal cou ragz. But as it h~
bcen in *.hc MNutiny, so fi way. nair, ar.d, in spitc af preponderance ai nuu
bers, t.fi .Asizii could niarely bc unduced ta face the Englisiulan band
band.

lie ias sittiuig ai tht doon of bis cave whichî lic rctauncd as biso
privat residence, surroundcd by Ilassagm and four or five niane or
principal lieutenants. A Sicamu af fcnocious exultation flaslicdaver bis fa

and thc savage dark oyes lit up ivith devilisli cruelty as lie fixed hi$ caae
upojn Devereux.

IHa 1 hia 1" lie laughced, at last; Ilso ibis is the dot! of a Ferirs-hee y0j
pcrsuaded mne to spart, Hassani. Vaur armn grows feeble, old fricîîd ; YOUI
swvord wvas %vont to do its wvork cleaner. Answer me this, Englishimn; not
as you hopo ici live, but as you boise to escape agonies that Witt niake YOU
welcoine death as a boon and a bkessing. How wuany parties of your baied
race are tdicre out in pursuit of mec1"

Devereux~ made no roply.
"Dog, do y'oi hcar wvhat 1 say PI
A solduer answets si. questionî put to hiiuii by the enciny ; and an Eng

hishinan knows liow tt die."
IlAnd an Aetatuc knows lîow to kilt. Font 1 before to*morrnw'-; va

lias set you shall pray tu your gods for dcath. Away with himn, and let hlui
bc givou to lirejlicg."

Charley Devereux %vas in morcuful ignorance of the horrible death tis
wvhich Shere Ali's ruth.:ss word consigncd himr; in a trice hc was iz,
couoducted dlon the narrow pathway, carried soune two butndred yards out
uito the littet oasis, on the edge of ivh:cli the rocky citadel stood. ihcrc lit
wvas stripped, and thcuu, fls captors hiaving driven sonie short stakecs into th-
ground. they procccded to bind in hand and foot to the said stakes, the
resuit, of theur labors b.-ing that D)evereux wvas left strctchod fil', on lits baek
on the ground, with hus arms extende<I aCter the inanner of a man cruicfied,
unable to move band or foot, and with only the power of slighly lurning bis
head. That donc, with a brutai laugh, the robbers retreatcd into their Own
stronghold.

Devercux speedily b:gani to realize the horrible death to iwhich the
dacoits had consigncd hill ; the suns %vas ainiost dowru, so for the prescin' bc
wvas spared the tortures of the tierce glaro that must to*morrow shine dowi
upon bis upturncd face ; but Charley quickly bccaine aivare that the jungle]
wvas alive wiffi crcepiiag things, for which hib de(cnceless fotm smon btcasst
a play-rousid. The stings, the bites, and Uic irritation caused by ibis army
of becs, mosquizocs, centîpedes, etc., 1,8radually bccarne maddessing. and as
the nigh' worc on the lever , :casioncd by it natural cxcited a terrible thirs,
a frighitul craving for ivater, in which thera is no infliction more hard ta
bear.

With tlie lours of darkness came the bark of the jackal ; and so-in
Devereux bccatue conscious that severai of the creatures were notontly il
hand, but were: stcaling cautiously up to himi as a subject iel worthy o!
investigation. lie could' have cried aloud nlmost in blis agony, but hc grill
sîvore the dacoits should flot have that satisfaction ; and then hc rcalised
Shere Ales threat. He felt that ho was strong yet, and tliat hie could 1odk

*forward ta hours of thirst and ibis friglîtfui irritation before death reased
hilm. Lvery boue in lits body secmerd to bc ono prolonged ache, fro.n the
enormous înabiiîy to shîft his position. lice ot that the jackalls were comatg
nicarer and nearer; they wcre smcllhng at his feet ; cvcry momnenthec expectcd

*theur sharp tcth would ineet in his flesb. Suddenly came a sharp yap Irons
one of their number, who was stili a lit tic way off. Another second, and
t hey werc scuttling away in ail dirction .

- What had alarmcd them lic could not gucss, but at ail events hsý wus
rehecvcd for the prescrnt from ont of the horrors of bis position.

I CHAPTER XLVII.

1 THIE ROCKS cDl RUtGEiuuIUx.N
r At the cxpiration of the hout- bugle and truunipet rang out Il bo aMý
e saddle ;" the mnounied infantry and dragoons nt oncc, undcr Hobsot's orders,
c turning tipon *.hc forincr's previaus tracks, once more plunged iat the jungle,

carryung with thcm the urhappy Bunnea as a captive.
i. 1I arn gaing back," saud Ilobson, "lbt the spot whcre I was bwa

d and losi ail trace o! Shtre Ali. Tnt ro2d there splits int thrcc pzihs, th-
s one of those three paths ihat we folloivcd brought us on to the main roid-
r 1 am~ convincedilhat Shere Ali wasnfot with that patty. That band, 1 shmil
e: imagine, dispersed as soon as it touchcd the highway. It is litîle likly tua
0 thcy would have dared travel in the force they werc along the main rold ZD
tIL poe Had thcy hurned the Secunderbad tray you nmust have mse.
ilt~in
n "Quitc trur," said S.ladc, Iland I arn perfeciUy sure no such body as 4àa~
t, a score bas î,asscd us on the road."
c Ilobsnn smiled ; lie had not passcd yc-axs in hunting Pandits, RohiIai
s. dacoits, and ail such nif-raff for notFing. He had flot much faithi ini il::*
V, ncwly arnved English dregoons, wvhen their xvits came ta bc pitcd agamrg
ai thc subtlety of the Asiatuc.
.d IlThis bcaves us," hc crintinued, Il<a choice of îwo ronds ; which of th*i
te îwo I arn ta fallow depcnds upon that flunno's dccision. Chanlic Devercues
is file hangs upon a thrcad, and, by the living God, if 1 arrive looi lat l'il keQ

iuuy word with that miserable bu-xstcr."
it "Yau surcly don't mean yoti'll put in force whai you th.-eaicued?"sl

lic Gilbert.
bc IlYou are new ta ihese people, SInde. You can't qtite understandi}.i
uit wvo ,.rcnî îhroug.i duing tht Muîîny urnes. And yaur cytsare hardly opca
y yct to %,hiaî inay bc poor Dcercux's fate unlcss our hclp corntes spce1

le You don't know, perhaps, so rnuch of ibis Shere Ali and bis doings as Ir
ss wha have bacn hunting hina for rnonths. If I was sure that wretch.-dbDà
ad sien was %vitholding [rom mc the informuation I rcquirc, I would ilay himaýt-
in- As it is, if lic tampers with nie in any way bie shahi nevet- Icave that jc.5.
ta alive, for l'Il shoot himr wvith my own band."

Glbert said nothiîig, but lie was tonturcd wilh the idea of ,rbl l
vnCh irtuc's fate might bc, and recognizedý ai once that bis leader vas on'c

lis those stern, dctcrincnd natures iliat thorou&bIy undcrstood his saragetx
cc, 1and was pcrfechy cornpcîcnt to calle wiîh hum.


