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IRELAND AND THE ENGLISIT CATIHOLICS.

Tne sentence pronounced on the first transgression, if
severe, was judicial,  Uttered by & Lanan tribunal, it would
be intolerable, for it was for the bulk of mankind penal servi-
tude for the yemrs allotted te each, terminated by death.
But infinite wisdom joined to it such compensations, as that
no one who has tasted them would wish his lot other than it
is. The sentence that man shall “enrn his bread by the
sweal of his brow' was not penal only, That which de.
claves that, if < & man shall not work neither shall he eat,”
has two issues. 1f the ¢ sweat " is given, the ¢ bread  isthe
just recompense. If a man is ready nnd willing to work he
has a right to eat.

British Iaw in Ireland has for gendrations denied to the
people this primary and essential right, The Irish landlord
has, indeed, in tie past, commonly left his serf a bare sub-
stanee in ordinary times; but when pressure or scarcity caume
there was no reserve, and the serf begged or starved. An
epitome of the whole Irish land system is found in the great
Dillon estate in Mayo. This, which extends over 90,000
acres, was a century ago a waste of bog and moor. ‘the
gradual clearing of richer lands—the carrying out of the
sentence, “To hell or Connaught "—gradually led to the
settlement of this vast tract by squatters. The reclamation,
such as it waz, began, and also the rent. It is impossible to
get at the earlier rent roll of the Lallon estate, but it is the
general opinion, supported by the evidence of aged tenants,
that fifty yenr ugo it was between £10,000 and £11,000. It
now stands at close on £30,000, the difference being the con-
fiscated improvements of the tenantry. The process by
which the advance was made can be compared to nothing
but pertodical blood-letting by a skilful surgeon. This does
not threaten life ; yet it so reduces the subject that, when
the pressure of disease comes upon him, he yields at once.
The late famine compelled three-fomrths of the Dillion ten-
antry to apply to the * Mansion House ' or the * Duchess ™
relief funds, while the noble proprietor was not heard of. 1t
is true he was not getting hisvents.  Tlow could he be when
he got them ten times over in advance? If a man kills his
goose he can’t have the eggs also. The enormous rental
yielded for so manv years by this estate was largely produced
by labour in England. The serf hired himself out for one
half the year to pay for the privilege of living for the other
on Lovd Dillon's bogs. 'The mansion house of Longhglynn
has not known the presence of one of the title for forty years,
nor has uny appreciable portion of the vast revenue been
spent in reproductive or any other works. The honey from
this vast hive of 1,500 tenants was skilfully withdrawn,
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*starve.

When pressure of want roused the serfs to combination and
resistance, the Lord Viscount was powerless.  He could not
If the tenunts were wise they could
have made equitable terms.  But they trusted to the honour
of a noblemun, and were deceived. They went into the
Laud Courts.  Their lord asked them to withdraw the origi-
nating notices, promising them the land at Griflith’s valuation.
They did so; and when the combination was broken up, and
the Coercion Aet introduced, he broke his promise m the
fashion of any common dishonourable mnortal.

To repeat, the whole Irish land question isepitomised in
this one estate, and itis here particularized to give Lord Dillon
the publiaty he merits, and the argument the solid founda-
tion of fact. The Irish people claimed through the Land
League the firsy of all rights—the right to live by their
labour. The ZTublet cried * confiseation,” * robbery,” « Com-
munism.”  The Catholic people of Ireland demand to be
freed from the domination of the Orange-Ire-mason ring
which tortures them. The Tublet cries « sedition.” 1t is
said that it is a mere waste of time to expose this paper—
that no one reads it or cares what it says. This I take to
be a mistake. 'The paper may be intellectually contemptible.
But it has behind it the great office and person of a Catholic
bishop, and nothing which appears in it can be void of the
significance pertaining to this connection. At lowesty the
Tablet is the straw which shows the way the wind blows, and
how it became possible to obtain from Propaganda a document
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so injurions and insulting to the Irish Chureh and people as
the late circular.

It i3 ouly too evident that obstacles enough to this union
exigt already. The English Catholic body seem struek with
mortal paralygis—intellectual and moral,” Thirty years ngo
it showed move activity and Jife and hope than now. We
had then sueh men as Charles Langdele (clurum et venerabile
nomen) in Catholie publie life, if not in polities, llas he left
no son to undertuke the lapsed duties and perpetuate the
noble tradition ?  We had Kenelm Dighy painting with un.
rivalled learning fascinating pictures of the ages of fuith, nnd
tracing with wonderful skill the muny voads of human life
which lead to the city of God. Does no man of s race ex-
ist to render the pictures into realities, or show the way in
oue, at least, of the ronds?  We had the venerable Charies
Waterton illustrating what manner of man it was who bore
with patient dignity the ostracism of three centuvies from
the public life of that Ingland his fathers had made; the
Waterton of to-dny seems to exhaunst himself in collecting
cditions of n book written many centuries ago, and in en-
deavouring to elucidate the hopeless problem of its author-
ship. ‘Then there are Welds and Maawells, Stourtons and
Scropes, Howards and Petres, with many auother, of whom
it imay be justly suid thatin personal qualities they are worthy
of their ancestry. What part do they take in the public life
of Euglaud—what action to stem the daily advance of pagan-
ism, or to to endeavour to vestore the empive to the nnity of
Christendom ?  The answer is their condemnation. There
is not & single English Catholic gentleman in the House of
Commone; for it way be presumed that the mondescript
member for Berwick ¢ don’t count.”

Yet this House of Commons is the centre and heart of our
civilization, Who influences or guides it controls the des-
tinies of tl:e empires for good or evil.  Through 1t alone can
the impulse be given which can effectually raise or depress
our national life. Tt is, therefore. of the first importance—
it is evidently essentinl—that a Catholic party be formed
within it, growing out of and acting with the Irish party.
This could be casily tormed from the IInelish Cathiolic gm.\-
try, for they have wealth, and leisure, and cultivation. Two
necessary quulities they have not, namely,freedom from Eng-
lish prejudices, and the comrnge of their'convictions. 'l‘hgy
are, as has been said, in regard to Ireland, Englishmen first
and Catholics after. They have never shown, as regards
public life, that they had any eonception of their duties, or
the disinterestedness necessary to the earlier stages of their
fulfilment. It is no excuse to sny they were shut out from
the represeuntation of Eunglish constituencies by prejudice.
"They covld have got seats in Ireland in any necessary nem-
ber. At the next election twenty suitable men could get
placed in the lrish reprosentation, but they would need to
be very different from those we hiave lately had a sample of.
We don’t want “ clever idiots ™ like Lord R. Montague, nor
shams like the lute Sir Geovge Bowyer.  We want Frederick
Lucases, if not in ability, at least in honesty and Catholic
spirit.  Supposing the Iate Dr. Ward was as eloquent with
tongue as powerful with pen. what an unknown amount of
good he could have done in Parlinment on sush questions as
education ! Ilis robust and masculine understanding, dis-
playing all that was best in the BEnglish mind, would have
given him the power of a party. It will yet be recorded ag
evident proof of the decadence of the English Catholic body,

‘that at the very turning-point of the history of both couatries

they have not given one man to do a man’s work on the side
of Catholic interests and public policy.

LEnough there were on the other side. Mr. Gladstone,
surely in this case a most credible witness, declared on bring-
ing in the Compensation for Disturbance Bill that the lives
of 15,000 Connaught peasants depended on 1ts passing ; that
for them the sentence of cviction was a sentence of Jeath.
What did our Inglish brethren in the faith care? At the
head of the Catholic nolility, the Duke of Norfolk marched
down to_the Upper Chamber to vote the wnroofing of three
thousand humble homes, the quenching of as many hearths.
Is his own rooftrec the more secure, his own hearth the
happier, for this callons and unchristian disregard of the in-
terests of those who are most truly * paiperes Christil”
Does he think he has postponed for one day the inevitable
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