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compel them to abandon thelr entire catp
property—lodges loft standing ; all of this
wag detroyed and the Indisns puisued by
circuitous routes to within a short distanco
of the Cheyenne Agenoy.

“HI, Tho reports from Mnjor Complon, at
Adobe Walls, indicating that the miain body
of bostile Indians bad been driven south of
the Canandian, west of that point, and had
tnkeén refuge oh the Staked Plaios, 1 deter
mined to plnce n force to thowest of them,
attack,and drivée them eastward, if possible,
aud at the same time have a forco near the
head at"Waghita to ‘intercept them or take
up the pursuit. Accordingly, Major Price,.
with three (3) companies of the 8th Cavalry
snd one (l) coispany of Inluntry, (*L"
5th.) was left at my supply cymp on that
stream, with instructions to keep hiajgelf
informed of any movéments in that vicigily
especially to the south of hirg, while I, with
Mejor Compton’s command, three (3) com
popies ot Cpvalry,) Companies ¢ D" and
#'E,” 5th Inlantry, o small Artitlery der
tachment and Licut. Baldwin’s detachmment,
moved- trom Adobe Walls Lo accomplish the
above object. .

‘This movement was delayed by the non:
arrival of grain, (aod 1 wus aunly ublo.to
obtain twelve (12) dag'’s hiall forage ) but
finally commenced, October 294h, the force
moving from tke Canadianin three (3) de
tacbments st dilferent points between
Adobo Walls anad Muster Greek, and sk r.
ing the breaks of the Canadiav, and of its
southern affluents, from Spring Creck, (or
White Deer.) nearly to Muster é‘r'eel:. The
Indians were driven from thess breaks, and
from thejr camps long the Lagunas on the
Staked Plains adjacetit ; a part of them fled
precipitately south westerly, and wero pur-
tued to, and thirty (30) miles beyond, Red
River, (crossing about Long. 102° 30); it
wasimpracticable to coatinue the pursuit in
that direction further, From this crossing
of the Ked River, I moved the command
eastward in three (3) detachments; the
right, Lieut. Baldwin commanding, along
Red River ; tlie loft towards.the head ot
North Fork, snd with -the centre I moved
northesstward until I discovered the trail of
those wko had been drivén from tholineof
the Canadian ; it was followéd to the head
of Salt Fork, (Palo Grande.) and thence
eastward near that streaw, on which the In
dians divided, a part going southward,
Learning from Licut, Baldwin, (November
$th,) who had turned northward, and was,
by this movemeant, to the right and some
cight (8) miles in advance of me, that he
was near to, and about to attack, an In.
dian village on the north branch of McGlel-
lan Creek, 1 despatched Major Compton,
with Co *“ H,” Gih Cavavalry. to take part
in the engagement, Licut. Luldwin, with
his detachment, and Compunics *'D,” 6th
Cavalry, and * I, 5tb Infantry, had, how.
ever, atfacked with cuch vigor and pursued
g0 persisiently, thal the re‘enlorceinent way
not required, and did not reach him until
the close 6f the engagement, when the In
dians bad been pursued for twelve (12)
wmiles and were complelely routed and scat-
tered. Among the tesults of the engage-
ment was the rescuing of two white girls
Leld dantive by the Indians—Julia and
Adclaide German,. whose parents, and oldest
sister and brother, had been killed aecar
Smoky Hill River in Western Kansas, where
they vnd tro older sisters were taken eap-
tive,

Tbe cummand or the Washita w.siaform.
"ed ofthepresence of Indins to the south
of it, b¥ tho report of Ist Licut, t. J, Farpa®
+worth, SihgOavalry, who whilc scouting with
bl comtpany, ' H,"" 8th Caralry,) came

upon, and had an engagement with, a body
of Cheyennes necar Norlh Fork on the Gth
of November. Obtaining from General
Duvidson, who was thon near lis ‘cawp,
a re-enforcement of two (2) companies of
the 10th Cavalry, Mojor Price moved out on
tho Tth-November, and on tho 8th Novem-

tho sound of small arme, and io the rear and
on tho left flank of the Indians as they re-
f.rcute(! towards it, and across its front;
some of.the ecouts wero engaged with the

ber hig command came within hearing of |

miles, whero they were surprised the next
morning, (Decomber 2nd.) by a dotach®
ment under command of 1st Sergeant
Dennis Ryan, Company “I Gth Cavalry,
who at once attacked and routed them, cap-
turing seventy (70) ponics, most of thom
zuddled and packed, these were killed and

very large amouat of ¥ndian property, in®
cluding ainmunition destroyed. This party
of Indians wes sent in on font in a very des®
titute condition.

Un the 4th of Decomber, I sent Caplain

Indinng_retreating before Lieut. Baldwin's
forco. For some reason, not yet satisfu !
torily explaived, tbis force did not_partici- |
pate in the engagement, as [rom its posi
tion was eminently f{itting, and from its or

ers, (hereinbefore referred to,) was an im

perative duty, but after halling and grazing
animals for severzl hours 1t moved in the
opposite direclion from the scene of the en
gageneut.  The Indiwms attacked were
Grey Beard's band of some 110 lodges, as
neag »3 could be ascertained. Cho preseuce
of a force on the line of their retrest lo-
wards tho Agency, which yet did not attack,
compelled tho Indiuns to retreat to the
northwest ngain, the only escape left open
for tiem.
As my snimals weic so thoroughly ex:
hausted by the long and continuous pursuit,
and as I was entirely out of grain, I gave to
General Davidson, whose command arrived
in that vicisity all of the infoun ition.in my
possession regarding the Iudiaus, and learn
ed from a communication subsequently re
ceived from him. that a part of his force,
under Cuptain Viele took up the pursuit of
tuose who had retreated westward on the
Siaked Pluins on tho 8th of November, and
continued it to thevicitily of Muster Creek.
While awaiting the arrival of grain, my
command, ¢xcept s hereinafter explained
was camped on the Washif.aand Sweetwater.
and from the Intter command scouting par-
ties were sent out to the head’ of North
Fock.

1v, Judging from the route trken by the
Indizos after tho engagement on McClellan
Creck, thnt they would scek refuge in-the
tributies of the Cinadian, 1 pnt the 8th
Cavalry Battalion, (Captain Hartwell com-
manding.) in march for Abdoe Walls as
soon as possible after I reached the Washita
with instructions to clesr the tiibutaries of
the Cnnadian ; the movement commenced
November 12th. After reaching Adobe
Walls, amd receiving such grain as X was
able to send to him, Captain Hirtwell as
certained, through his scouts, that there
was a large party of Indians at the head of
Muster Creek, and by making a night
march, hd came upon them on tho 20th of
November, attacked and pursued them for
twelve -(12) miles, they retreated to the
Palo Duro, nnd thence soutb.

The Buttalion 8t Cavalry remained in
the vicigity until it was ordered to New
Mexico, December 28th, 1874.

Having learned from the reports of two
scouts, (Wing and Steele,)whom 1sent out
from Camp on the Washita that there was a
camp of hostile Indians on an wflluent of
North Fork of fted River, somo thirty (30)
miles distant, 1sent, (December Ist,) a de-
tachment of Cavalry and scouts, under Cap-
tain A. R. Chaffee, from the Camp on
Sivectwater, to make a night march and en-
davor to surprise the camp ; the march was
successfully made, the troops arriving at
day-break, but the Xodians having appa-
rently taken the alarm from the fact of their
camp being discovered, hud left in great
haste and moved during the might north*
westward, and again eastward, north of the

Exorg, with his compaoy. (* K,” 5th Infane
try,) « dotachment of Cavalry and scou's, to
scout the line of the Washita, east of my
camp, Un the 13th of Decomber he found
indications of Indians near the crossing of
Washita River, and pursued a small party,
who were evideatly n part of Medicine
Water’s band,  Cuptoin Ewers continued
the pursuit until December 16th to Wood
Creek, und the Indi:ns surrendered at the
Chieyenne A geucy, Dacomber, 26th.

V. Asthe numbers and strength of the
Inaitns had been greatly reduced, my force
was diminished in a corresponding degre-.
During the months of Noyember und vo

cember, I ordered 0 Camp Supply, Fort
Dodge and Fort Bascow, all of my Cavalry,
cxcept three (3) companies, retsinining the
most effective, with four (4) Infantry com-
panies, Fromreports regardingthe position
of the remsining hosule Indisns, I judged
they could be foundin the breaks of Red
River, and was edesirous of movisg in that
direction during the lust of Novemnber, but
wus delayed, owing to the difliculty of ob¢
taining suflicient stores for the movement
of the 8ith Cavalry Bittulicn fo New
Mexico,and to warrant me in attempting so
extended 2 movement at that season of the
year. My purpose was to proceed up tho
Canadian us far as Mustes Creek, thence
south aud east, at the siwe time moving a
small and effective force down the eastern
slope of the Stzked Pains to jsin or co*
operate, I had proceeded ns far as
Adobe Walls on the Canadiim, when instruct
tions wero recetved directing me to esta
blish a winter canlonment at some point
south of the Washita, 0 withdraw tho re-
mninder of wy force,except tho garrison for
the Cantonwent, and authorizng ono or
two scouts made. Tho first was established
in a suitablo position on one of the northern
tributarics of North Fork en important
poiat, aud one from which all of the favorite
reretreals of the I dians in that section
would bo accessible. The order for the
withdrawal had heen anticipyed and partly
executed, butowing 1o the delay in obtain-
ing suppliesun the lateness of tho season, I
determined to make only one more move:
ment in closing the sctive opesations of the
command. My object was, to strike any
body that might bo found in the breaks of
the Red River, and to make a thorough re-
copnoissance of the country to the south
und east in returning tho remalnder 6f my
command to Camp Supply.

With two compnunies of Iniantry and one
qf Cava'ry, I marched south from vear head
of Muster Creek January 2nd, to the Palo
Duio, (del Liano,) or Red River. theuco to
Canada Blanco and the Lead of Tule, turn-
ing east to tLe mouth of Tule, and there
crossing Red River. a flanking party pro
ceeding doan the canons of Cannda Biaoco
aud the Red River, redining the command
at mouth of Tule Continuing east tho
country and ail the important river courses
between the elm IFork and the .Red were
thoroughly examined. When on Vilson's
Creek, I returaed one Infantry compauy to
tha Cantonment, and was joined by Afajor

Smeatwater, a distance of some forty (10)

Compton, with one compeny of Cavalry ar ]



