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The great mistake made in the adminis-
tration of Colonial affairs at this period ap-
Pears o have been that of placing quantities
of M‘tlllery and arms within the reach of the

ected. As General Gage's duty should
have 1oq him to take all necessary precau-
tonery measures, it certainly argues no
%ense of responsibility on his part to legve
th? numerous forts in the New England Col-
Ohies armed and without sufficient garrisons.
er the disposition displayed by the peo-
Me of Rhode Isiand it was certainly strange
ﬁnd the batteries for the protectmn of the

-mas‘%ﬁ%&m

e locality the mob seized the forty pieces
f Qifferent calibre, which were mounted,
d removed them into the country, stating
t this was done to prevent them falling
i, the hands of the Royal troops and with
® intention of using them against any
,g"‘]’er that should offer to molest them.
his action was approved by the Legislative
\ mbly of the Province, who passed reso-
. Hong for procuring arms and military
tores o, the public expense and for training
9 !mhtxa.
New Hampshire the mob, led away by
h"’ example, surprised a small fort called
ﬂimmm and Mary, garrisoned by only one
®er and five men, took possession of the
ce, gunpowder and military stores
they removed.
of ¢ ® actual social and political condition
the British American Colonies are gra-

phlc‘uy gketched by Winthorp Sargent,

whlch

A, the talented author of Braddock’s
Ang, ":lOn " in his valuable life of “ Major
jo lnl:; In describing his voyage out to
-Fegiment in Canada which singularly
Phil:? wag by the round about way of
son 4, elphia, anq endeavoring to find a rea-
“01‘ this eccentricity, says : It may well
ked Why Andre should havo taken this

route to Canada, the travel from the Dela-
ware to the St. Lawrence was full as tedious
ag that from England to America, and the
voyage between the two countries could
have as readily been performed to one river
as the other. On Sunday, the 17th of the
very month (September, 1774) in which he
reached Phililadelphia, the ship Canadian
arrived at Quebec in sixty days from Cowes,
bringing over Carleton and his family. * * *
From our knowledge of Andre’s character it
seems unlikely that without some cause he

'should have missed the opportunity which

taking passage in this vessel would have af-
forded of coming in contact t.m:augh several
weeks with his commander. * =% Ts it not
probable that the selection of Philadelphia
was governed by the circumstances that the
meetmg of the ¢ _ﬁrst Continental Congress’

was called at that place, and that there was
a good deal for an intelligent eye witness to
possess himselfof bétween Pennsylvania and
Canada. His own inclination may have sug-
geosted this idea, but if it really had an ex-
istance it was in all likelihood carried into
effect by direction of Carleton himself —a
leader whom Heath, one of the chiefs of our
revolutionary army, characterises as the
greatest General the British had in this
country during the war, and whose reten-
tion_in Canada he pronounced an especial
piece of good fortune to America. This is
the only manner in which Andre’s presence
in the South can be accounted for at a time
when he should serve his Sovereign in the
North. He was a prodigious keen observer;
he doubtless noted all he saw and the state
of things in the Colonies was beyond ques-
tion of a nature to excite the anxious atten-

tion of every considering man in authority.

“Domestic troubles were more than ap-
prehended by the Ministry, and the inter-
vention of the military arm was provided
for. ~ The temper of the people and the
signs of the times in America would there-
fore be points to which so far sighted a per-
son as Carleton could not be indifferent.

“ At this very moment, however, (it is pro-
bable that our Revolution could have been
turned aside by a change of British policy.
The bulk of the patriotic party here were in
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opposition as Englishmen lesg $han, Ameri.
cans. They applauded the wordg of Chatham
and Rockingham, and regarded North as
their political enemy and the mxsleader of
the King. They did not knqyyf that. it was
the King who guided his ministers snd who

‘really is chiefly responsible for. the progi

tion of measures of questxonable constltu :
tionality and as impolitic as 1mpra.ct,xcable.
The general tone of Whig feeling in Phila-
delphia had from the first been cautious but! .
fair. The public sympathy was, it is true,
warmly enlisted for the Bostonians, but the
public mind was not as yet, fized 40 x‘;lgugt
hostility to England which preva.lled in Mas-
sachusetts. The first Continental Congress,,
however, Was now met' and as it was, in,ses-
sion at Philadelphia from 5th $eptember to
26th October, 1774, we may reasona.bly con.-

_clude that its domgs were not dxsrega.rded

by Andre. Thesecrecy in which the conduct
of this body was wrapt preyents us_to-day
from knowing much more than what appears
on itspublished record,but by; oontemporanes
many things must at least have been sur-
mised which are Jost to us forever. ' It suffi-

ciently appears that the boasted unanimity
of the assembly had no foundation in fact.

At an early stage it seems to have been
agreed, by way of lending weight to every
conclusion, that the decision of a majority
should be acquiesced in by all, and that no
one should reveal a.nythmg that transpired
without the express permission of Congress.

After this arrangement had been setiled up-

on we are told by a well informed Tory pam-
phleteer of the day that when some strong
measures were introduced and carried the
effect on the minority was like ‘the spring-
ing of a mine or the bursting of & bomb in
Carpenter’s hall. So far as can now )
gathered we may infer that to- this Gongress
came several delegates who had resalved in
their secret hearts upon secession from
Britain and whose aim was to produce war
rather than reconciliation.*

+I had not, 8ir, been in Congress a fortnight be-
fore L dlscovereﬁ parties were forming an.;ih ‘that
some members come to that Assembly with
views altogether different from -what America
rofessed to ha.ve and what, bating a designing
¥ unta, she real Gy Of these men her nde-
ndency upon Great Brltam at all even!
he most favorite project. By these the p! se ot



