P R R TR PP SF SN,

1018 The Presbyterian Review.

highor staundard but a retrogreasion ta a lower; that tho law-
principlo of Judafsm and the faith-principle of the Gorpel are not
supplemontary, but antagonistic, for tho law was not given to save
men, but to reveal siu by creating trausgression, in other words to
bring men under a sense of guilt and condemnation as a preparation
for the aalvation which is through Christ, Iadecd Abraham him.
self had not been saved by circumcision but by faith. Aa
acceptance of circumeision meant not only an acceptanco of the law
an a solo means of salvation, but a total rejection of Christ, and an
absoluto nullification of His death. This crushing refutation of
tho arguments presented by the Judaizers is followed, in thoe third
place by a scries of practical exhertations to conform the outer hifo
to the high inward life of the Spirit.

It is duthcult to conceivo the originality and forco of the argu-.
menta by which tho Apostles broke away from the immemorial
interpretation of the O'd Testament, and from all tho trammels
and cxclusiveness of Judaism as well as from its fondest hopes and
most cherished observances, His well-nigh incrediblo boldness in
bringiog upon himself thoe furious hatred of his nation, as he knew
ho must, could have been due only to an inspired {aith. The
Epistle not only destroyed tho work of the Judaizers in Galatia,
root and branch, Lut 1t worked an epoch in the histery of the
church. To every subscquent age it has become the unansweralle
vindication of the spiritual lifo from the Londage of legalism. It
established forover tho principlo that justification is by faith, and
not by outward rites or ceremouies.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International S. S. Lesson.
Lrssox 1X.~Curistiay Fatrn Lravs 10 Goop Wurks.—Mar 39,
(2 James §i. 14-23.)

GoLpxx Texr—*1 will show thoe my faith by my works.”
James ii. 18,

Tisuz axp PLack—A, D, 44 or 43.  Jernsalem.

Intronvertox,—The council at Jerusalem, roferred to in the
last leason, was presided over by James, who teems at that t.mo to
have been tho chief pastor of the church at Jerusalem. Thero is
somo uncertainty as to his identity, It is probable that ho was
' James tho Lord's brother.” Tho Apostle James, the brother of
Joho, aad suffered martyrdom somos years beforo this, and there
is good reason to beliovo that the other apostles of that name,
James tho Lees, is not meant. Ouar present leeson is taken from
the Epistlo of Jamos, and is placed in this connection bocause of
the prominence of its author in tho council at Jerusalem. Tho
opistle is addroased to Jowish Christiane thronghont the world, and
its purposo is o promoto morality among them,

VErsx nv VErse.—V. 14, ** What doth it profit?2'—01 what
use isit? **Though a man say.”—That is, thongh a man profess
1o bavo fsith in Chriet. ¢ Works."—Suoh acts of obsdience and
sorvios as are prompted by faith.

V. 15, * A brother or sister.”*—The referenco is to a Cbristian
brother or aister, but the principles is of widor application.

V. 16. * Bo yo warmed, et0.”—To say this might bo a token of
sympathy, but it does not make the sufferer warm; it avails
nothing

Y. 17. *1s dead.”—1It gives no evidenoce of life, because it doea
not act. * Being alone.”’—Having no works, nothing to show that
8 isalive.

V. 18. * Bhow me thy {aith, ete.”'—It is impossible to show
faith except by obodience to the divine law, and a lifo of servico to
Bim and to our fellow.men.

V. 19, **Thou believest. . . . . devils also believe.”—This
fllastration shows that simple bolie! is not enoogb. The question
{s what wo believe and how we beliave.

V. 20. **Is dead.”—In the Revised Version the word is rarren,
that is, fratless,

V. 21. * Ocr father."—Abrabam was regarded as tho father of
the whole Jewish race. * Justified.”—Mado rightecus, or acoepted
as rightoous. ** By works.”-—Bccauso tho works showed his faith.
**Qferod Inxac his s0n."~Xie did not acloally slay him, bat his
purpose was 0 obey the command.

v. 23, ** Impnted unto him for righteousnese.”” ~The fact that
bo belioved God, aa shown by his obedienoce ; that ie, his faith was
20 imputed.

TRot«itT1,~Faleo standards aro tho weapons which Natan uses
{n his cflcrts 10 destrey the Christianu choreh. o will wreek a
soul on somo litile quention, il he cap, as qnickiy or as williogly as
op some moze ditficalt one. He will discuss matters of religion
wherever he seos a chance {ur him to overthrow asonl.  Indealing
with the Fhariseos, Tanl bai {rcquently to warn them agaioss
szasting in good works. Io she church, be labored carcsstly

against any suoh standarde being lifted ap, Jawmes here deals with
thoso who have gono over the lino tho other way, who place no
valae upon good worke, but talk only of faith, Both Paul and
James were sound in thoir teaching, bat thoy wero prosenting dit.
foront phases of the truth to differcnt pooplo, for difforent noede,
** Thoso who ory vp tho Gospel s0 as to set asido the law, and shoso
who ccy up tho law s0 a8 to set aside tho Gospal, are both in tho
wrovy. 'Thore muot bo bith faith in Jeaus Christ and good
wotks, the fruit of faith,” .

Profit and loss is a question of vital importanocs to tho Chris-
tian. ** All things shoald be counted profitable or unprofitablo as
thoy tend to forward or binder tho salvation of our souls.” It is
not all that is nocessary to profess faith—not enough for a mas to
say I havo faith; neither is it enough to o deeds of oharity, or
aots of kindnoese, Thero must be a rosponsivo heart. While Paunl
enforoes tho ralo that men are justified by {aith, James illustrates
tho natural results of saving faith in the fraits of good works.
Thoy are inseparablo. It a man boliove in Jesns to the saving of
bis soul, and receives tho love of God, he voluntarily finda exprea-
pion for his love, and proves that his hoars is renewed by bis
brotherly care of those around him. Ho serves othersinlove. Ho
does all things for the glory of God.

Practical demonstration of trath may be cxpooted from ihe
true Christian, Profession, human roaeoniog, eslf-sofficiency, or
imaginary goodnoss, will not weigh in the balances of God, Faith
does not live alone. It $akes to itself ite counterpart, whish is good
works, and thoy twaia are one, and from them spring ali the aols
of devotion which Christiane set forth.

Hoad-belief alone does not mako a Christian. Being convinced
of tho existence of a God, and His suprome power and aathority,
is not salvation. Admitting that it ia a truth that Jesue Chriet is
the Savionr of the world, does not bring pardoo. *¢ With the
«heart’ man believoth unto righteousness.”” Heart-belief, in tho
plan af salvation, is wbat makes man ¢ 4bo friend o God.” 1t is
tho solace which delivers man from elavieh fear. Truo faith lives
and grows, and iaactive. By it the heart, tho soul, is brought
into aweet commuanion with God, and is made acquainted with
spiritual troths. Head-beliet fails to bring these ~--~’:xts, and
{ailsto makoa man better becatsoho bolicves. But real, viao faith
is & koy to tho atorehouse of Gad, where the sonl finds eternal life,
with all the delighta ol God's abundant blessings.

ILLvsTRATION.—~Faith, 88 a converted Irish 1ad defined it, ia
¢¢ grasping Christ with tho heart.” Another hag said: ¢ Faith is
trusting God in tho dark.” A littlo girl wrote hor definition on &
slato: ‘*Trasting God, and asking no quostions.” A devotod
saint saye: ¢ Faith is the amen of tho sonl to what God saye."
This f2ith always is known by good worksy, as an oak troes is known
by its scorn and leal, and as an orapge by its color and taste,

Two men were ozosting the river in a boat. They dispated
about faith and works. Ono said that good works ware not neoes,
sary to prove a man's faith. Tho other sa:d they were. The man
who was rowing tho boat, by their reqaest, gave his opinion. He
said, “ 1 hold in my hands two oars. The one in tho right band I
call faith ; the one 10 my left, worke. Now, gentlomen, pleaso to
obscrve, 1 pall tho oar of faith, and pnll that alone. The boat goca
round and round, and makes no progress. 1 do the samo with the
oar of works, and there is o advance, Ipall both together, and
in a fow minates we will bo at our landing.place.” So faith with.
ont worke, and works withoat faith will not answar. They mass
be united.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

DAILY READINGS.
First Day—** That ye way be Perfect and Entire.” Jamesi.
1.15.
Socond Day—**Bo ye doers ¢f tho Word.” Jamesi. 1627,
Third Day—Loveis the Royal Law. Jamesii. 1-13,
1 arth Day—Cbnistian Faith Leads to Good Words. Jamoa ii.
14-26.
Filth Day—* e doeth Rightcousness is Righteons.” 1 Joho
iii. 1.24,
Sixth Day—* LI'sicg Fraoitlol in every Good Work.,” Col. i.
1-29,
Praven Meenno Toote, May 50,~'* THAT Y REAR XU TRCIT.”
John xv. 2-14,

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT.

Through the Scriptares, the righteous are represented as bring-
ing forth frais.  * Israel shall bloseora and bud, and fill the face of
the wozld with {zuit.” The tud and blossom represent, in a very
atriking maununer, tho fizst exorcise of Christian expericnce. Hows
evor, his may be easily conntorleited. Every tree bears a mulii.




