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The Go-neral Assernbly.

T HE Gencral Assernblywhic broughit s a sta

wiil bc remembered in the history af the church for
several reasons. It was an Assembly af useful worfr,
of unique incidents, of fair-reachiing decisions that will
long enchain the mcmory ; and not the toast pleasing
and suggestive feature af ail the scssions wvas the
harrniny and apenness of purpase which characterizcd
the commissioners.

The election af Rev. Dr. MacKay te the MNoderator-
ship, wvas of itself a matter of congratulation. %Vith
admirable tact hc bas filled thîe chair, discharging thc
duties devoiving upon him, and meeting thc decmands
of the position with the succcss of a veteran commis-
sioner. His appointmr.nt has drawvn thc cyes of the
churches abroad ta t'le church in Canada. Ris name
is known as few arc-as that of a Christian hero and
apcrstlc-wvherevcr the labors ai missionaries excite an
interest, and frein far and wvide carne expressions ai
satisfaction -.aat a man sa doservir.g, atid se illustriaus
should have becn fittingiy honored.

Next ta the Mioderator, probabiy the report of the
Hymnal Camimittee. It is nat surprising that the ývork
of this committec should have receilied the close atten-
tion which it did receive. No more important subject
than that af public praise could be discussed by Fathers
and Brethren. The report, itself, ran the gauntiet ai
some severe criticism, but few indeed cauld ha% e wvashed
it wvere otherwise, for undaubtediy the debatp wvili have
a good effect, if only for the earnestness, the desire af

attaining ta the very best resuits, which wvas s0 cvi-
dently the motive and ain> af the speakers. From
Canada lins gone forth it mavenient for a Comnion
1-lyna for the churches in l3riùtin, lrelnnd, and the
colonies, that gives promise ai success. The Engii
Presbyteriars have taken action by the appointenent ai a
cammittee ta co-operate wvith the churches in Scotiand as
a correspondent says :-, Thie English Synod lias mnade
cammani cauise with the U.11. Sysiod, and we sincerely
t st these two cinurches will '' hasten slowly " until

..pporttunîty is git'eh ta the other Churchcs in Scolland
and aur own (iîurchi ini Ireland ta have representatives
on the Comipiiing Cam.iiittee. Nothing could be marc
acceptable at titis heur than a hyn-book %% hichilias
boon distinctiy endorsed by ail the Presbyterian
Chiurchies. It would prevent the use ai many undesir-
able books. It would lead ta the use af ihynns wvherc
the absence ai ecclesiasticai sanction lias prevcnted
thecir introduction. It wvould enable Presbytcrians
moving anywhere in these islands ta carry ivith themn
their boal: ar praise and ta feel at home in their newv
surroutidit . , and it woulcl do more ta foster the spirit
ai union among the variaus sections af the Presbyterian
iamily thaîi al other schenies ta that end. It wlvi cer-
tainly conie anc day, and il cannaI came a day taa
soon." MJany extracts frum lthe religiaus press ai
I3rit-tin could be given ta shaw titat the question is
receiving the support ai the press and af the churches
intcrcsted. Tlîus, a camnion book ai praise ni> bc
rcgarded as wvîthir thec possibilities af the near future,
and thîe action ai the Generai Asscmibly wlvi go taward
bringing that nîucl ta be desircd end ta a speedy
reailizaitiard.

Theî relatians between the churcb and thie thealagicai
colleges as la the appaintment of prafessors wvcre dis-
cussed anîd thie decision wvas that hiereaiter the appoinit.
ment of thealagical prafessars unlebs speciaily ex-
cepted, as Queen's Callege bas airendy been, shall bc
made by thîe General Assombly on the nomination ai
the board ai thie Cailege. When an appoinînient fails
ta be made, thîe board shall intiniate the fact in lime ta
allow af naminations being sent ta the board hy Presby-
teries, and the namination of the board shali bc inli-
mated ta the Church at least anc manth before the
meeting ai the Assembly. The tendency ai thc limes
is ta bring thîe colieges more and maore under the contraI
ai the Asscmbiy,.a tendency wvhiclî cantiot be attacked
on the ground ai unreasanableness.

A Standard of Giving.

"One necds but ta compare the prevaiiing practice
ai giving, or rather of nat giving, wvith the teaching ai
Holy Scripture and the demands of God's wvork, ta sec
tbatfrom the very foundations upwvard Our wvhole systeen
ai so-callcd benevolence needs reconstruction. Such


