
TRANS-ATLANTIC ItETItOSPECT,

persons aise sawr vi!sions and beard voices from the invisible world. One of the.re
visions, seca by many, was the ancestors of the King-, and the veices tliey lîe;Ird
announced tho coming of ttiese ancestors te tell the King what lie wvas to do> fur
the good of the country. Subsequently, a mes.sage w-as broulit to hM ns froim
his anccstors, to the eftfoot, that if lio did not stop "hie prpnq' oin ogra
caltamity would soon befaîl him. To tle surprise of bis best friends, the hing
ivsas exccedingly interested iri this strange niovenient, seenid ce believe tlio pre.
tended messagéis fromn the Nvorld of 8pirits, and encouraged the frantie dancers,
-wbo daily thronged bis bouse, and deJared that tbe disease would continue to
inriercse till '"the praying " w-as stopped. It is generally reportod that tbcse
niovenients were prompted by the guardians of tbe idols, and prormoted by bis
ow-n Mena mnaso,*ý -tyho bribed parties te corne as siek persons in large numulîerts
fraîn t.be country, ln order ta continue the delusion.

ht w-as thon proposed te assassinate a unniber of the Christians as a means of
stol)Ping the progress of Christianity, and also to kili tbe chief nobles vrho oppo-
sed the R%'ing's procecdings. With a, view of increasing the influence of thi.9
faniatical party, the King issued an order, that ail personsomeeting any of the se
cled sick should take off their bats, and thus show thoin the same mark of
respect as w-as fornierly given to the national idols w-hoen they wero carried ibrougli
the city. IVith the viewv, also, of shielding the perpetratars of the iiitended
miurdors, the King anneunced bis intention to issue an order, or 1:îw, that anay
persans wishing te fighit with firearms, swords. or spears, sbould net be prevented,
and thant if any one wcre killeil, the rnurderer should not bo punishied. Tbis
alarmed the w-bale cormunity. On the 7th instant, Radama rcpeated before bis
Ministers and othors ini the palace bis detorînination te, issue that order ; and
among ail the Mena mnaso prosent, only tbree opposed the issuing of the order;
m-any -ere sulent ; the rest exprcsscdl their approval. Tbe nobles and beads of
the people spent the dity in deliberating on the course tlîey should, pursue ; and
the niext norning the Prime Nzinister, witb a.bout onc hundrcd1 of the nobles and
bonds of the peaple, including the Commai-nder-in-CIhief, the King's Trcasurer,
and the First Officer -,) the Palace, w-ont ta the Rinc and remonstrated agaunst
bis legyalizing murder, and bcsought liux most earnesîly not te issue such an order.
ht is said the Prime Minister wvont on bis linees before hlmi, and beggcd bim net
to i.:sue this ebnesicus law ; but lie reîiiained unnovod. he Minister thon rose
and said to the Ring, Do you say, before ail these %vitnesses, that if any man is
going te figbt w-itlx firearnis, swerd, or spear, that you will net prevont l'uni, and
thunt, if lie kills any one, lio shall net. bo puinished ? " The King replied, "I1
agree to thant." Thon î «id the Minister, - It is enough, w-e nst armi- "' and
t urnîng ta bis follow-ers, -'tid, -"Lot us roturn." 1 saw the long processiîon as
they p:îssed my bouse, graîve and silent, on tlîoir Nvay to the Minister's dlwtllingc.
The day w-ns --pent in dobiberatien, and tbcy detorniined te oppose the Ring.

Tow-ards the cvoning I w-as niost providentially preserved freux aL.sasination
nt the King's bouse ; fivo of bis confidential adviser.-i. c., the À11fcna mnaeo,
having, as 1 ha-ve since heen w-cII informoed, combinod te take my life, as one of
mnuîs of arrosting the progrcss of Chi.stianity. Under God, 1 owe my presorva-
tien te the %çarning of my frioxxds, and the provisioni mado by tho Prime Minister
for iny safety. I .vent to the King an hour carlier t/ian uIslal, and roturned itii-
nIediaiely, to proparo for rcnmoval to a place of groator safoty near my own bouise.
Messengers frein the Ministors w-oro N-aiting zny retura, and before disk 1 ro-
nioved te the lieuse cf Dr. Davidson, Nvicl stinds; on the edge of Andolialo, the
largo spaco w-Ierc public asseniblies arc oftcn field. The oity w-as lu groat, con>-
motion ; ail niglit w-amen and childreu and slaves w-ith portable valoiables, we
burrying froni the city, w-huue cron-ds of arniod moln from the suburbs w-ere crow-
ingv ilito it. At daybreak on the 9th, saine tiva tlîousand or more troops accu pied
Audobialo. The greurîd around the Prime Miuistor's bouse, on the sumnmit cf

I nnasa, Iitèraliy. rt cyri'. Test- n- not thê> ac.knowledged ministers of the Hinz. buit n snrt of
szutt lr , upis-îi I0 imsisitzdc -ind -ucont cverything tenîiir:g ta the Injury of tio ;,tverrnn,

awI te give prit.ii, and conriicntiai intimatoion >0 the Ninx- or aIl o c,:rrenree, r-9 vel aï i vice on :1
aitairs; and thvit eyes are stuçpiosud tu bu rut witit ilie itrairî ur coutitluance of difficuit invc:tlgstionzi-


