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THE CATHOLIC REGISTER.

PASTORAL OF LAST LENT

- OF =

His Grace the Archblishop of Turonto,

(Contantaced.)

DEVOTION TO TUE SACRID HEART OF JEBUS,

Tlis aleo 18 8 betutiful, solid and
fruitful dovotion, is worthy of all com.
mendation to our people, and is emin-
ently suited to meot the spiritual
wants of our time. The words we
published on this subject in a former
pastoral instruction may, we trust, be
cited here with profic und edification :

Lot us for o moment dwell on the
considoration of the devotion to the
acred Heart of Jesus, which the holy
Churoh so recoinmends to bier cluldren
at this particuler tune, und we shall
find that the objeot and end of this
dovotion are such as to appeal with a
mighty power to the heart and con.
goience of every Christian; are such
as to draw the soul as with the cords
of Adam aud the bauds of love, to the
foot of the cross and to its merciful
and loving Saviour, who on that
blessed rood purchased it with a great
prico and died a cruel death that we
might have everlasting life.

The Sacred Heart of Jesus was
always an object of devotion and adora.
tion to the Cliurch, for 1t is the God-
Maa and 18 defied by its hypostatic
union with the Divimty. This devo-
tion 18 the same n substance as that
which .o paid to th. adorable person
of Jesus Chbrist, whose Sacrad Heart
wags the seat and centre of His ineff-
ablo love tor us. Christ was very God
and very Man, His human and divine
natures were perfectly distinet, and
yot were hypostatically united in the
adorable person of our blessed Re
deemer, the second Person of the most
blessed Trinity. The divinity and
humanity do not scparately, but unit-
edly exist in the pereon of Christ, and
neither the onc nor the other exchis.
1vely exists 1n any part of His glorious
person, the union of the tivo natures
being & real, indissoluble and etcrnal
union. This is the teachiog of the
Church on this subject, and it follows
from 1t, that each part of our Lord's
gacred body 18 equally worthy of ado-
ration, from its personal union with
the Divinity, but we are sometinies
more powerfully moved by the con-
templation of ono part than that of
another. In the language of mankind,
the heart1s said to be the seat of the
affections. The soul operates prin-
cigally upon the heart, and lence we
aseribe to the Leart the various affec-
tions and emoticns of the soul. Hence
it is, that God accommodating Him-
gelf to our human notions, comniands
us to love Him ¢ with our whole
hearts.” The Heart of Jesvs containg
the fulness of the divine and human
pature, in it ** dwelleth all the fulness
of tho Godhead corporally.” (Collos.
it.: 9.) It loved us from the first
moment of the Incarnation, ard will
1ove us for evermore. Since the time
it was pierced by the lance of the
Roman soldier, it was an object of the
deep vehement loveo of His children,
and together with the blood and wuter
there gowed with it the full tide of
God’s graces and 1mercies on the
world. St. Augustine says, the side
of Jesus was opened for him by the
lance, and that L¢ entered in and
abode 1n tho Sacred Heart as in &
place of secure retuge. St. Bernard
writes in sentiments of most tender
devotion concerning the Heart of
Jesus. St. Thomas of Aquin pictured
that most loving heart as wounded for
our sins, and pouring out through the
opening 1ts precious blood, to show
the oxcess of His love, to inflame with
His love the tepid bearts of His dis-
ciples. St. Bernardine of Sieana
gpeaks of this divine Heart as “a
furnace of the most ardent love, cap
able of setting the wholo world on
firg. ** O love I" erivs ont Si. Francis
of Sales, «* O, sovereign love of 'the

spreads from east to west,

Hoart of Jesus! What heart ocan
proiso and bless Thee as Thou dost
doserve 2 Lot this adorable heart live
orgver in our hoarts."

In adoring tho Sacred Heart, wo
adore Jesus Mimself, tho figure of thoe
Fathor'a substauce, and tho splondour
of His glory; wo adore Him whom
the angols and gaints adore in Heavon,
of whom, whon coming mto tho world,
it was said, ** lot all the angels of God
adore Him." (Heb. i.: 0). We adoro
and love ounr dearest Redeemur, our
God and our All, our first beginning
and last ond, Him, who for us men
and for our salvation came down from
Heuven and became man, who stooped
into the abyss of our nothinguess in
assuming huwman nature, * emptied
Himself,” says St. Paul, * taking the
form of a servant, being made in tho
likeness of man, and i habit found us
a man ; He humbled Himself, becom-
ing obedient, even unto the death of
the cross’ (Plul. n. 7 and $). We
adore that divine and loving Heart,
every throb and beat of which wore
for our salvation and happiness, the
Heart of Ilim who brokeo not tho
bruised reed, and the smoking flox did
not oxtinguish, who was the friend of
publicans und sinners. We adoro that
divino Heart, which stll, in the sacra-
went of the altar, atides with us in
the valley of tears to cheer our exile,
to dry up the tears of our sorrow, to
heal the wounded heart, to dart into
our bosoms tho ilames of divice
charity that glow and baran in it, and
to cast on the cold. bleak earth, the
fire of love which Christ came upon
the earth to enkindle. 1Well may we
cry out with the Chucch, -+ O Felia
eulpa gue talem ac tantuin meruit habere
Redemptorem.” 0, happy sin which
deserved to have such and so great a
Redeemer, whose Sacred Heart abides
with us forever. * O, mira «irca nos
tue pietatis dignatie.” O, wonderful
snd ineffable condescension of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus for us! What
heart 80 cold as not to return it love for
love, what busuin su dead to gratitude
and to all the noble impulses of our
nature as not to be forever loyal and
true to it ! If [ forget thee, O Sacred
Heart, lat my right hand be forgotten,
let my tongue cleave to my jaws, if I
do not make tuce the beginning of my
joys and the Lurthen of m) praise.
"Ag the hart panteth after the foun-
tains of waters, so panteth my soul
after Thee, O God : my soul hath
thirsted after the strong living God. I
shall go over into the placo of the
wonderful tabernacle. even to the
house of God” (Ps. xli), wherein the
Heart of Jesus abides in the sacra-
ment of His love. Such aro the senti-
ments that must fill the soul, such the
ardent decires and the vehement long-
ings for Heaven and for God, that
must inflamo all who contemplete and
adors the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and
inspire hearts of men with the fire of
divine charity. This devotion is also
intended to make reparation to our
Lord for the cold neglect and ingrati-
tude with which He s treated in the
blessed sucrament. But its principal
aim is, to cavse ™13 love to be loved.
The mission of Jesus Christ upon the
earth, was to enkindle thereon the fire
of divine love. I havo come, said He,
to cast firo on the earth, and what will
I but that it be kindled (St. Lulke,
xii. : 19).

When vur EBlessed Lord catue u, the
incarnation, he found the world steep
edie corruption and enveloped in the
thick night of paganism ; it was &
huge, lifeless carcass, with the cold.
ness and pallor of spinitual death upon
it. Everything therein was worshipped
save the true God, and he was an out-
law in his own creation. Our divine
Redeemer came, cnkindled in far dis-
tant Galilee the fire of divino love,
and bebold, this fire flsmes and
until it
ambraced the world in its divino
flaines ; until it purged and punfied
the éarth, and made it a now creation,
in the words of Holy Writ ** Renewed

T-tho faco of the oarth. Whon the

Saored Hoeart began to boat and pal-
pitato in tho world, thoe idols foll shat.
tored from their podestals, tho oracles
becams dumb, the multifarous errors
of pagenism disappeared like o wrack
of stormy clouds beforo the rising sun,
and ro%onomlo mon roso from the
geavo of epiritunl death, and his heart
wng ohanged and warmed into a new
life : * was not our heart burning
within us whilst He spake in tho way
(Luke xxi¢ : 82). The patrician and
plobeian, the noble lady and lowly
handmaid, tho sollier and civilian,
men and women of overy state and
gocinl grado, leave all for tho love of
Chirist bocause Christ first loved thois,
and died for their ealvation. * The
charity of Christ constraine us (says
5t. Paul), judging this, that if one
died for all were dead , and Christ
died for all, that thoy also who live
may not livo to thomselves, but unto
Him who died for thom and rose again
(11, v. : 14 and 15).” ’

But alag | tLo fervour and the love
of Uod thet distingwished tho early
Christians have disappeared ; the
charity of some lias grown cold;
topidity and laxity flourish like rank
nosious iveods, even in the Lord’s
vineyard ; indifferentism has fallen
| like a blight upon the modern world,

and Birocco-hike, has dried up the very
‘ springs of piety and virtue ; the sacred
teuths of roligion are questioned and
assailed, Christian traditions ave fast
disappearing, and doubt and infi-
dolity, like a wasting plague are spread-
ing their ravages far and near; the
tlurst for gold, the idolatry of mate
rialism, the vain eHort to make a
heaven of earth, the ignorance of an
oternal world beyond the grave; thoss
aro the deplorable characteristios of
the days upon which woe have f:ﬁen.
\Who shall heal this wicked and adul-
terous generation. ** Quis meaebitur
gusi”

For the remedy of these great evils
our help and our hoge lie in that
wounded heart, whence salvation first
streamed down with its own precious
blood on mankind. It is our sheet
anchor of hope in these unhappy

times. \Whon St. Gertrude was favor-
| ed with a vision of St. John the Evan.
{ gehist, and asked him why he had not
revealed all the beatings of the heart
| of our Lord, since he had felt them all
himself when leamng on His bosom,
he replied, that the full persuasive
stweetness of the beatings of that Heart
was reserved w be revealed at a loler
time, when the world should have growr
old and sunk in iepidity, that it might
be thus rekindled and awakened to the
love of God /

Oh, we must then turn to the
Sacred Heart of Jesue, and implore
it to cast its divine fire of love on the
frozen earth once more, so that the
winter of our desolation may pass
away, and the spring time of holy
hope and fervour may come beck
again ; wo must implore it to breathe
the hreath of life into the numberless
souls that, Lazarus-like, lie asleep in
the grave of sin, that thuy may arise
to a life of grace and virtue ; we must
beseech It to banish from the children
of the Church all spiritual sloth and
unconcern in God's holy service, and
in the all-impertant work of their
salvation to inflame their hearts with
divine love, {0 enliven their faith, to
strengthen their hope, and to inflame
their charity.

In order to propagate and perpetuate
this great and beautiful devotion
amongst the faithful, we earnestly
exhort the Rev'd clergy to establish
in their rospectivo imissions the
« League of the Sacred Heart.”” This
holy league of souls, banded together
to promote the love of Jesus and the
sanotification of souls cannot fail to
be an abundant source of God's
choicest gifts on each parish.

THE PORTY MOURS DEVOTION.

In this connection w3 wish fo say a
fow words Yéspecting the ¢ Forty

Hours Devotion," which has provailed
in this diocese for sovoral yearavpast,
and which we order to bo hold conse-
cutively in all tho churches of this
oity during the coming Lent. This
devation cousiats in tho solomn oxpo-
sition of tho DBlessod Bnorament for
forty-oight hours. It i oxposed dur-
ing a solemn Mass of oxposition, on
tho following day a High Massis cele-
brated for peace,and on the closing
day a solomn Mass is sung, at the end
of which the dovotion ceases and the
Blessed Sacrament is roplaced in the
Tabornacle. After tho first and last
Mass u procession takes place through
the church, the proper hymus are
sung, the Litany of the Saints is
chanted. DBenediction of the Blessed
Sacrament is given after the Mass of
Deposition. During thoe devotion the
altar is ablazo with numerous tapors,
end is decorated with flowore. The
object of this dovotion is to give public
worship and adoration to Jesus Christ
in this great Sacrament, to stimulate
devotion towards it, to quicken our
faith, freshen and strengthen our hope
and confidence in hia adorable pro-
genco uwnd to inflame our charity end
rekindlo in our souls and fan into holy
flames the sacred fire of love towards
our Buchuristic God. During it wo
pray for our spiritual and corporal
necessities, we pray for the conversion
of siuners, for the porsevorance of che
just, and the relief of the sou's in
purgatory. It is alsointended t~ offer
to éod solemn acts of reparation for
the sins of bad Christiaus in gnneral,
and in partioular for the cold neglect
of whicl so many lukewarm and bad
Catholics are guilty towards our Lord
in this Sacrament, also to atona for
the profanations and unwerthy com-
munions of which many are guilty,
and for the scoffs and insults offered
o the Real Presence of our Lord by
heretics and infidels. This devotion
i3 enriched by many indulgences, and
in pacticular by a plenary indulgence,
that may be gained by all who, besides
visiting the church where the Blessed
Sacrament is exposed oncs in each of
the three days and prayiug there
according to the intentions of the
Sovereign Pontiff, also go to confession
and receive Holy Comamunion. Wa
intend to hold this blessed devotion
during Lent in all the churches of the
city consecutively, and we hope the
faithful will eagerly avail themselves
of those days of abundant graces, mer-
cies and blessings, that they will « Go,
in their numbers, into His tabernacle,
and adore in the place where His foet
bave stood,” (Psalm axxxi.: 1) that
they will adore Him as the treasure cf
their souls, as the God of their hearts,
and the God that will ba their portion
for ever, as their surest hope in life
and death, and that they will offer
Him their hearty tribute of reverence
and love in atonement for the scoffs,
revilings and blasphemies to which he
is subject in this adorable Sacrament,
at tho hands of heretics and unbe-
lievers. God grant that tins may be
g0 ; and then this coming Lent will
indeed be an acceptable time to God,
and days of salvation to our faith{ul
people.

The foregoing dearly Beloved Breth-
ren are the instructions we have
deemed it our duty to address to you
at thig time. OConsider them well,
dwell upon them, take them to heart,
and make them intimate cnnviotions.
living forces in your souls. that will
mould your lives and shape your
actiong in accordance with the require-
ments of divine law and the further-
ance of your immortal destinies, for
God's bonor and glory, and the oternal
galvation and happiness of your souls.

The Reverend Clergy are requested
to read this pastoral leiter to their
paople on each successive Sunday to
i{s Tonolusion ; and are expooted to
dovolop more fully each section of in-
struction it contains, explaining its
tcaching in detail, enforcing the duties

that flow from tbat teaching, and
p’bmtmg ouit the spiritual advantages



