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THE second-class algebra paper set at
the recent Jure examination of teachers,
has caused much comment in the press
during the past week or two, and we have
teceived numerous letters from our sub-
scribers on the subject; for the informa-
tion of whom as well as for that of our
readers in general, we have printed in
another part of this issue, a copy of the
paper of which complaint is made, together
with solutions of the questions by Mr.
Glashan, including some most useful
explanatory notes ; these we have had the
pleasure to receive from Professor George
Paxton Young, whose very lucid and
satisfactory letter transmitting these papers
10 us, will also be found in our columns,
and to which we would call special atten-
tion as affording an explanation eminently
satisfactory.

Wi commend (o the consideration of
our readers the following remarks of Mr.,
E. W. Arthy, Superintendent of Schools,
Montreal : *‘The yrofession of teacher, in
point of dignity and importance, is second
10 none, not even to that of the minister
of religion. 1 think that there is hardly
anything more to be lamented, to feel
more sorrowful about, than the knowledge
that men should work as hard as ministers
of religion, and produce so little effect up-
on those among whom they minister.
Ministers and teachers of religion have to
speak mainly to adults. They have a
material that is not plastic, and upon which
they can make little impression. The
teachers in our schools are in an entirely
different position. We have a plastic
material upon which weare able to impress
our minds and our sentiments, and though
that plastic material may be moved and
worked and impressed for evil as well as
for good, yet, seeing that the great mass of
the teaching in -our schools tends infinitely
more to good than to evil, we may confi-
dently expect that we shall make an im-
pression of lasting benefit upon the young
minds with which we constantly come in
contact. But, it behooves us to be earnest
and watchful, even in the smallest things.
Every exercise in the school-room, every
particle of teaching involves, on the part
of the child, moral action and generates
power. This power may be used either
morally or immorally, and the greater the
amount of power generated, the greater
the responsibility of the teacher, for the
clearer the comprehension (if divorced
from right choice and moral action) the
greater the capacity for wrong-duing. 1t
is the nature of the small human being to
do again, whatever he has done before ;
in other words, the tendency of action is
to become habitual. It follows then, that
whenever he commits a wrong act he is
training for worse things. On the other
hand every time he has been led to do
right, he has gained so much moral
staptina.  In conclusion, I would recom-
mend as a watchword to every carnest
teacher, a sentence quoted by Miss Parnt-
ridge, “in her Quincy mcthods.” Asa
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terse aphorism it is worth remember.
ing, but it is far better worth remember-
ing, for the deep truth it crystallises—
“Sow an act, reap a habit; sow a habit,
reap character; sow character, reap des-
tiny.”

No one doubts the efficacy of an exami-
nation. Were there no examinations there
could be no standards of valus. \What
should be the standard of education?
Should it be knowledge, or influence, or
character? Col. F. W. Parker, of Chicago,
who is an acknowledged authority on the
subject, recently said in an answer to
this question, “the object of an exami-
nation is to ascertain the condition of the
child and find out what to do rnext. The
whole child goes to school; the whole
child must be examined. The examina.
tion that binds the teacher to a method is
radically wrong. One of the reasons why
we make so little progress is because we
cut off originrality. One of the reasons
why we are slaves of meshod is because we
surrender to them. Promotion is made a
matter of per cent.  One-half of the class
with their inherited strength and home
advautages go up; the other half, with
their inheritance of weakness, and poverty,
and wretchedness, go down. Selfishness
is ingrained in the child by arousing the
spirit of emulation. Per cents., and prizes,
and ranks buy the scholar in the common
school, the academy, and the college ; and
when he steps out into the world he says,
\What will you give for me? If knowledge
is made the end of education, then per
cents. must be. But suppose character
were made the end, does a teacher need
to mark down in per cent. the fact that a
boy is growing better under her charge?
To promote children, put them where they
will do most good. If you cannot explain
this you are not fit to teach; you
have not lived up to your opportunities.
Sweep the Regent's examinations into
the past. When you have done this,
and something better has taken its place
agreat step in advance will have been
made.



