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for direction anci success ; ta depend on thec for abiiity and
power. Prosper thon the' Nvork of aur baînd. As thou hast
cnablcd us to make a beg-inning. ma (Io thou enabie us to
prosecute flie work to a happy issue, that vre may have a
commodiou8 andI comfortabie edifice ta assemble in. where ia
Christian unity wc inay dweii together and worship thec, as
aur fathers worshipped thee. ivith onc hicart nnd viith ane
iifd. And 0, whien tne edifice whiclî tv are' naw heginning

ta ercct shall be finished. may it ha hionoreui withi the presence
of the great Master of assemblies ; may it bc the birth-place
of many preciaus souis ; may it bo said of it that this mian
und that mnan was born there .may it he a Bethel ta thic
spared of us. and ta those %%ha shall conte aftcr us, even for
nxany generations, a place where thon shait he worshipped in
spirit and lin truîth, and where thic worshippers, sensible of
thy presence, shail say, This is noue ather but the bouse of
Ool-tliis is the gate of heaven. Grant that in it tht' Gos-
pel may be prcached. and thy holy ordinances dispcnsed in
purity ami ini power. Mlay thi plaies round about it ho macde
a hlcssing, the waters of thie sanctuary flowing out frora it ia
copions strcams, because of the scasons of refreshing fronm tlic
presence of the Lord.

0 Lord, wc pray for tlie Churcli universai. Do good. in
thy good picastire, to Zion. Puiid thou thic %valls of Jertisa-
lcm. «May thcre he addcd <ila> ta tlie Church such as shahl
bc savcd. May the Jcws ha broughit ia --itl thit fulncss of
the Centiles. 31ay it please thce short> ta accompiish thc
number of thine ciect. hinstening thy work tili it is dont-,
whcn the top.stone shuhi bc broughit fcrtlî with shoutings of
gracie, and ail the scaffoiding of this whole visible world,
being rcmovcd, having passed away like a scroll, thy redeeni-
cdl shall stand forth revaid-a glaonos Church, flot havink,
spot or 'vninkie, or any such thing-an house of Cod, eternal'
in the hcavens. Hear this aur prayer; forgive aur sine, and
aecept of us, for Christ's salie. Amen.

[Ilere tlic chairinan of tlic trusteesu of tf lihureli, William Murdonch,
F.sq., read tlic inscription (Nyikhi %vas oan p:ircliuncîu), andi p:urtictulitri7ed
tlic colins and plpers scIected for deuposifs. 'I'hec were thlit etictoseul

lu a iict~fie ase aîd pu iouer ths rite fi touise mas t lien lowered
tu ifs pluice, w lien die Mlo.lcator of thic ouigrcg.tt i, flic lion. .Jauiîes

lucawlio wilit trowel in liand hasi preguurcd it a bcd], fcste<l lu ivifli
êquercand leel. aiad dieu, strikiiig it witlu flic h:uinttr, patoituuniced it
tu bc rightly laid.]

A DD R ES S.
It is impossible for us - it wvoudd bc unnatural - on the

occasion of aur precrint niceting, not ta cast a giance aver the
past ; flot ta suffer aur mincis ta rcvcrt, for a moment, ta thec
aid building, naw no mrc-ta its history, and ta ils halloti-
cd associations. OId St. 2Natthc'Vs, dear ta us ail ! We do
flot affect ta appropniate, in a strict sense, thic terms cmploycd
by the Lord's ancient people in their campîant lu flie praplact;-
-rve w'ouid aniy uise themn as an accommodation, ilac dueay of
allusion,-and as in accordance witlî aur precit feelings:
IOur bol>' ami aur beutiful bouse, m here our fathers praui-se4

tlac, is hurnt up with lire, and lier ileasant tlaings arc laid
,%vaste." Cati wc fail to have our 'itcrta4 stirred, twlin aur
niids eye turus ta the aid )etis, the accustaxnei sents, the
fanîilhiar faces - ta the %% lole place liailowcd hy aur wvorship
and aur communionu there-by the religions impressions %'e
rcceivedl there; - the place endearcd ta us by tlic mast tender
aîsociationîs :-tîe place wliere our futhers wonashippeul ;-the
place where wc sat ani mingled aur prayers and praises with
those of the dcarest abjects af aur affections, now departed
and where we wcre waut ta have recalled ta us meriiories of
the past, swcet and plensant ta the soul!

I amn saxrv that, nat hein- a persan given ta antiquatian
rescarch. 1 can prcscnt vou with but a vcry meagre accounit
of aur Church's cariy history. It is probable tîtat flie congre7-
gatian was organiscd at flic Iirst settiemeut of the place ; thait
is ta say, immediatc]y an the arrivi af Governor Cornwallis

in 1749. It waq designated tlie Protestant I)issenting Con-
gregatian ; nnd hy this naine it conituucde( ta bc caliled,. as
appears from inscriptions la thic books of aur congregational
library, clown ta as late as the ycar 1790, wlhcn Dr. Brown
was the nuinister.*

l'he congregation wns originally coxnposeri of emigrants
from Londlon, j,)inedl, there is reasan ta beiieve, by settiers
front New Eiîgluind.

Thelî name of' their minister was Anron ('ieaveland, as ap-
pears from inscriptions iii aur iibrary hooks, tixese inscriptionq
running, for exampia, thus :- IlThe gift of the' Rcvcrcud
Mr. Jolîin Waikcr, of London, ta the Itcvcrend Mr. Aaron
Clcavcland, and i s suecessors lu tlecxninistry at Halifax, lin
Nova-Scotia, 17353." Again :-,-Tle glt of William Mount,
lEsq.. ta the Reverenci Mn. Aaron Cleavciand, at Hlalifax, iii
Nova-Scotia, 1 753 ; " tlic dlates thus praving the existence of
the congregation in the third ycar of tlue seulement of the'
l'lace.

WVe have no ver>' enrly Church records. Captain Fuilertan
iasec ta accaunt for thîs ta ric hy saviaig that ho beieveci they
wcrc iost on tlie occasion of a lire ait :tr. Fiilis's. 'The ne-
gister of baptisais commences in the vear 1769, by tlîe 1ev.
24r. Sycaxnhe.t The comniittoe of management's book of
minutes goce fia farthcr hack than the ycar 1787.

During tlie pastorate of the 11ev. 'Mr. Ilusscll,4, %%ho suc-
cecled 'Mr. Sycambe la 1784, the congregation tvas comnpostd
of New England people anti Scotch people in about equ il
numbers, who formeul twa parties, that strave. in a very vio-
lent manner. for the direction of their cecciesiasticai affiuirý.
Eventualiy their différences %verc settieci hy a copjronisi,,
which was this :the New Engianci people conceded thec ual-

,,piig ta the University af Elinturgh for a pastar whien tlhe
.pulpit should become vacant ; the Scotch coiîceded the usia.;
;fsW.att;'s psaims, according, ta the %%ont af the cangregti.un
ta that time.

'fle frame af the ehurcli, as tvas the case ia respect ta not
a few of the carly b)uildling-s of Halifax. as probably impo.7te,
froma Boston. 'I'Ie clittrch, Mlien finisheci. %%as calicd Matha(r
chunch, lin compliment ta a ciistiiiguished New Engiaai cdivinie]

*,l'lie Reci. Anulrewq Browrn, D. P., one afic t inisters of tlic 0;1H
cixireli, auit( profestuir of rhcforie and belles-tettret in tlic Uîiiver,-::t
of vdn.ugi ras a native of Biggar, ia Lanarksuire. Ilis
uleinical culuc.itian wa3 coisuîmecd iu Glatsgowy, and coinpleted af tldt.
burga. Ilis talcnfs wereknowiî aîxd ap)preeiafcd by Princip.tal ohcr*:
and Dr. Blair, wlio rccommended hlm tA flic Scottisli Cliurcli at Ilatif IL
N. S3., in whli station lie labored front1787 to 1795. fo then recclie.
a presntation ta flec liurch aaîd parish af Locliaben, iii Duuiufrit.
.-luire. Sooin after lie mis reinoai ctatflic new Greyrriars' cliurcli j
Euiuburgli, and proiiioted, aiter flic denti lofc Dr. '.%c[Zaight, the coc-
niencatar, to tlac OId churcla in tue Sane citv. Ifc succeeded Dr. 1B%
os professur of rhetorie and belles-lettres in 1801. lic died la 18M.

The Rev. Arcliibald Gray', D.D. sacceded Dr. Browrn, as Miuaistzrd
St. 'Mattlîeî's in 1795. Ie was a native ai loray.-hirc, and an Aluu.
nuis nnd A.M. ai King's College, Aberdeen. Thle University oi Kin-,
conicrrcl oit lin the Iîonorary) degrec ai Doctor ai Divinity ia iSUI.-
Hie (lied ini 182.;é

The lc1ev. Roabert Knox, n, native ai lialifai, and for sanie time tý
cliaplain ai flue troolis in tlic casfle rut Euhînbargl, iras, on tae rc
nienataion ai P'rincoipal Bitird uuud Dr. Brown, :îppoiuatc< assistanat di

szsrta Dr. Grn3aiu la l20. In lialifsix lie tli.scliatrnred lus îuinither
latieàr ta]i 123, iluta lue returrued ta Scutluund, luaviri r-ceilved n p

a.cntitfioai ta flic claurch atid parish ai OJrdiquluihl, iiflic presbytcr3
1Fordyce. Ie iraî flrowna frouai lis limre anid killed in 1826.

Tfle 11ev. Ebesiezer Rennie succeeded Mr. Kniox as ondained îm'

fiant, but ivas aiot coiifirauîcd ns suiccessor. ifter officiating ior a
finiec iii St. Maffliew's, lie ict urned fa Sectland.

At h flni of Dr. Gray'm deaclu I iras on my passage ta liaUifiL
having been ardaiaed luis assistant and successor by the presbytmi~
Jedburgh.

le'. 1'hom.u Jardine tras admitted coa-ordinate mnister in 1858.

t Tfle 11ev. Johin Sycombe tras front the Uniftcd Suites, nut bf i1t
Congru.g:tionnl conuct ion. Ife resiulcd and prcachcd at Cliesucr 1

~ouic ca~ bfue hs catî.lic diedil793.
Thue Ret'. Thiomas Ruissell, first 1Mtitistr in connection thi

Clurcuof Scoflnnd, rcsigaxedluiizschargeil780. Ilc raslo,«t ttn
la crossiuig tlic Aflnitie. .1. .


