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ilit Preqbytery. whn no iuter titan the 7th oif
the preiett mentit 8uccepdie.d in inducing ail
partitist, for thti Isake of unit)y and peace, Io
hoid li the tttepa which bail been talten as
undone? But, taid Mr. Campbell Svintoni,
the organ bas heen iinlrotluced. Howv are
vitu ta undo it P Weil, il it wait an)y."is
faction ta the Rev. friend D)r. Cuniningham
to have hie organ in the church wi;bc>ut play.
ing un It, hie (thte Procurator) ball no great
objection lu gratifying him, alîhougbi tii
would ho momething analogous to the case of
the clergymen who usaid ta one of the London
Bialhopa that hie wanted to have candies ont
the altar. Il Oh," s4id the Bimihop, Il iou
may have candics, provUJed you dofi't light
them." (Lau)ght.ir.) And no if Dr. Cuis.
nihgham, wi8hed to look at it in bis church,
they couid nlot isçue an order 10 have the
organ removed. Fur anvthing hie (the Pro-
Curator) cared, let the organ rernain there,
urov ids.d it was nlot played on. But he did
flot w~ii ta subject hi& friend ta that mortifi-
fication and lie had no doubt the organ
would speedily dibappiear if the Çcurt wvere
flot t0 aliuw it to ho piayed on. (Applause.)

Tlhe A8stmbiy then divided, wben there
toted
For the Procurator's motion,11
For Mr. WVilson'% motion, 7
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DEBATE ON PATRONAGE.

IlYour commrttee la Compeiled to decl&re
that the more carefuiiy it bas looked in the
taner remitted te ir, the more thoroughiy
has ht become convijtced that; the lime has
srrited when te present systent o! iay pat.
ronage may ho modifled iviti, advatitagc. And
it proceeds tto% ta state ta the Geecrp.i As-
semb!y the différent plans for effecting ibis
which, have heen submitîod to it, and, ater
much deliberation, 10 indical. te course
ià thinks tYt) Aàsembly should purstie

IlhI will not ho necessary tu go int any
iengthent-d alatement of these plErns, but wiil
b. enotigh Sa far lc. point out the distinguisl-I.
ing principle of otîch that the Generat As-
aembly maï f..! iîseif in a position t0 say
which it Pr-fers. The Genieral Assernbly may
then perbiap8 deem it wise ta rectimmit that
plan ta a committea fzr tzîe suite Of further
arrangmoeîtt af details duri-ig the ensuing year.

"lhI is ta be undenood that no plait liere-
inafter cescribed asà,imes the total aboîlition
af lay patronage. Ail ainn only ut the admis-
Sion of sa much of the popular elentent as-
promises te neutralise certain evilb %vhlLh
have arisen from that Rvmtemn, whether in its
earlier state, or as modified by the Benefices
.Act.

IThe fir8t; plan is as foiiowt: - h propos4es
that patrons shall possos tbe right of nomi-
nationt or presentation as nt pre.sent ; but that
the menihers of the particular congregalion
&hall bo inve8ted by laiv with a oo.ord;nate

in regard to the prPgentation, so ht
.m, the-v concur in it, tite iresenitatiun t-hal

fnni be effectuai for fàrrîoer îruceedings iti tite
Church Courts.

Il What :)ersons are to be congidered menm-
berit nf th-, congregaziori, %vhit tsitoutd Us te-
garded ae thoir 6concurrence,' vrhat oughî tr,
b. the nature of tbe procedure ta falloir ulpon
the lodging of the presentation, and otLer
similar niatter of dtta, may be lefî fur alter
înquiry and arrangement.

rbie second plan in as foiiows: It vrai
sugges'ed that a direct and unquaified voice
in the electian of theit miniAters, ntghit bt4
given ta the people, and that for this. puriîose
the plait of elegiion might be baaed ont a syt8-
tern formeriy recagnised in iowr s0 far as suit.
ed to the pre&ent times. For this purpose, it
wvas proponed ta re.enact, wîtlî this qualifica-
cation, the Act of William and Mà%arv, 1690f
c. 23, giving the initiative power in ibie elec-
ticon of mirtisers ta heritors and eIders, but
iimiting the hieritors entitied ta vote !o those
%Ybo are mnembers of the Charch of Scotland,
and granting to the communicants the rigbt
of electing eiders according ta the termas of
the Act of Astsembiv. 1842, which the Ciiurch
has it in lier own power tb efYect. It la far-
ther proposed te reserve ta ait- of the com-
mu»Icants the right of approving or dis3p-
prnving of the person ndmed by the heritorit
and eiders, in s0 lar as sanctioned by the
terme of ibe aforesaid Act.

Il The third plat, which your committee had
under consideration, and which îs understood
ta have the approbation ofîthe late D)r. J;tmee
lLobertsan, proposes *#o aiiow the colamnuni-
cants of the particular parish a period of îhreu
montba after a vacancy occurre, dur ing wvhich
t ime Ilîci may itelect a rainister for theinselves.
If they are harmonbiots in doing so-that in,
if they are either unanimou8, or if a certain
p)roportion of the minority submit ta the ma-
jority-tbe patron ehitil then be bouni ta,
ItrLIesnt the persan thus selected. If the
co)MinUnicants either (Io nlot select a minister
or cannot, do so harmoiouqiy within the first
i hree rnQnths of the vacancy, it is proposed
that the patrmn should then present bis owt2
nominee as iinder the present iaw, the remain-
ing three nionths of the six have now run be-
forAe ~ja' devolulurn laites pliace being ai-
lot'ed bita for this purpobe. After six monîhs,
thi-jus devolutum %vould corne in aft at presone..

ISuds are the leading principle8 of the
îbree plans wvhich bave bee> before your
cornmittee, and each of which appears W il
important enough tojustify ils boîng laid be-
fore yoit."

Dr. Pinie proposedl the foiiowing resolution:
I hat the General Assenibly generally ap..

prove of eaid report. and continute the com-
milIce, with instructions -o communicate witil
infliential p)arties, to arrange a plan for the
modification of the law of patronage, ta b. r.-
porteci t next Oeneral Aseembly, such as
Miay appear Most likeiy te comnmand s>ucese


