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be burut Mi public and municipal destructors, and it tJiould b.
made compulsory to keep refuse receptacles clooed. and
coasequentlv fly-proof. The alternative. to render sucb nuisances

nnocuons, cam b. accomplished bw the provision of darkened
Avy-proof pits or chambers for the reception of stable refuse. to be
freqnentlv and periodically ramoved. Flics may be prcventedl
from breeding in sncb refudse by treating it with snucb substances
as cbloride of lime or kerosene. Bv scattcring chloride of lime
over the refuse after eacb addition in the closed chamber. or
spraing witb kerosene (whicb 15 no. so effective). the tlies arc
preventedl. sbould thev have access, frosu breeding in the
excrenlental or vegetable refuse. But the srmoval -mcthod is the
most successful wberever it can be accoenplisbed; ad lu the case
of smnail stables this is flot impossible.

These may secm somnewbat utopian suggestions. but
success bas ioliowed their adoption. and drastic initial
measures are essential if kt is desired to reduce. so, far as
is bumanly possible. this evii ini our midst. Until sncb
mreasures are adoptcd the public must bold the offending
parties responsible for tbe dangers resulting from the gcrm-
cammng powers of the bouse-Av:; and it is no small matter to be
responsible for an unncesar!V high and reducible infantile
mortality-. not to mention the increased possibility of the rapid
spreal of outbreaks of typboid féver. to wbicb new and rapidly
grow ng cities arc especially liable, ln houses it 15 not suflicient
to pro-.ide fly scroens to windows and doors. but snch foods as

milk and sugar. to wbich flics are esperially attracted. and wbich
aire more than usuallv suited for the reception af wbatevcr germs
tbey are carrving. çbold be carefully covered with mushin. A
Avy sbould bi regarded in its truc .light as a winged carrier of
distas and dccav. Tbe sauner this is realized the more speedy
"il be tbe advent of maore bealtbv and leis <langerons conditions.

Time was when the Avy acted as a scavenger. its larvie destroy-ing
by disintegration derav-Mg substances. Its funciion bas now
been supcrsedled by bealtb and sanitarv authorities. and now its
sole function is that ai a danger signal. Wberever fliles abound
in sncb places will refuse ami decaying substances be faund. and
on sncb occau -ons it will serve as a disminator of the germç
whicbh aire associated witb sncb substan,-es. If wcarc toreduce
the ,ortalitv froin these infections d;qeame and malce our towns
and rities more bealthv. the bouse ilies, must b. reduced. Tfle
time is pasn wben these ideas were considered the alarmist
croalcings of sc-lcntific cranlcs: we bave the tacts before us wbich
condemus lu nou nmeasureri terms this most serlous pest-the
commun bouse-Avy.
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