
111E- OTTAN\VA NATURALIST. [pi

with the exception of the pupa, hias becn secuired frorn these
eggs. MVr. Wiiling also sent eggs of Argynnis Fýreya from which
Mr. Scucider reareci the larvie to the last stage in B3oston, U.S.,
but unfortunately thcy then ail died. Tt is hopedi that future
experirnents ivitli these spCcies %vill be more successful.

HYM'.NENOI'>TERIA.-SaitiSfa-.ctoi-y advance bias been made in
ou* Kniovlcdge of sucli memnbers of this order as inhabit this
region, and the numbcr of formns wvhichi have beeni collcctcd cx-
cccds probabl' even that of our Colcoptera, the smalier parasitic
species being,- remnarkably numecrous. Collections during the
past summer wvere flot so extensive as in some former seasons,
but sucb an an-iunt of undeterminied and unarranged material
bias accumulated in our cabinets that there lias been no iack of
forr'ns to stuciy and to profitably emnploy the winter cvenings. A
preliiiinary Iist lias beeni prepared of the species belonging to
the famnily ProctotrypidS, the first portion of wvhich wvas printcd
in the December issue of the OrrTxNVA NATURALIST, wh'i1e the
rermainder is nio% in type and wvill appear in the March number.
These minute insects have in the past beenl greatly unmolested
by Canadian collectors, so that new and interesting species have
proveci very num-erous, as will be seeni by the list which, contains
in ail over i So species. A case is exhiibited this evening con-
taining e xamples of ail the species except such, as are known only
by typ)e speimens in the collection of Mr. Ashm-ead, who hias
described nearly ail the species. [t wvil1 %ve observed tbat these
insects are ail very small, and ivith fev exceptions require a
microscopicai examination for their indentification. They are ail
parasitic in thecir mode of life, infesting tbe egIgs and larvte of
other insects, but oniy.a smali proportion of the species lias yet
been bred, s0 we have yet to ascecrtain upon %vbiat insects mnany
of the m-ost common species are parasites.

One very remarkable instance of the maniner iii which, sucli
minute parasites clestroy otber insects bias been recordeci in a
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