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o all thiy, they believed that their views
were inconsistent with the principies of
tho bty with which they were connect-
e, el with the professinys wheh they
themselves laed made. Whatever reluc-
fanec, on personal grounals, mught be ma-
nitested 1o intertere with thew, ey haew
that they were habie 1o chureh censure,
as acting unthithfully as (o the discharge
-of these duties to which, on receiving or-
dination, they had become bound. Im-
yressed with this conviction, they sought
relief, not inretiving from 2 station which
they should have felt they could no long-
er honestly oceupy, but :n endeavouring
taget the profession of thybody altered,
as to suit the change which had come
over themselves,  The Rev. John Frazer
of Auchtermuchty was the individual who.
had the courage to make the first pubiic
movement towards the accomplishment of
this objeet, by the presenta:ion of the fi-
lowing most extraordinary Petition, ad-
dressed to the Burgher Synod:
<o the reveread the Moderator, and
remanent Members of the Assoeiaie
Synoi, 1o meetat Edinbargi the 12¢h
day of May, 17835, the Hepresenmation

and Petition of the Subseriber,

“Humbly Sheweth,

= Thata concern for the interests of pure
and undeilied religion, aml for the prosperi-
ty oh the ecclesinstical society with whichhe
stands cennected, prompts him to trouble
this reverend Court with a declaration of
his mind concerning some of our religions
sentiments. and to solicit @ necessary re-
form. It is 2t great merey the gospel is hi-
therto preserved among usin its purity. The
doctrine of grace, reigning through the right-
cousness of Jesus Christ to the eternal life of
men, in connexion with all other fundamen-
tal truths revealed in the oracles of God, i3,
1 hope, » doctrine cordialiy believed and ex-
plicitly preachied by all the ministers helong-
ing o0 this Syned ; and, to thur great ho-
nour. no Sovinian, Arminian, or Nceonomi-
anerrors repugnant to it have ever been to-
lerated by them. But weprofess adhierence
notonly to fundamental truths, but also to
many other doutrines of inferior importance.
Among these, are the power of the civil ma-
gistrate in regard to religion, and the perpe-
tnal obligation of our public national Cove-
nans upon posterity. The former is ex-
pressly asserted in the 23rd chapter of the
Westminster Confession of Faithi; and the
2nd question of our Formula, I apprehiend,
allaws us not to differ from that Confession in
the smaliest jot or tittle of doctrine contained in
it; for the words of itare, * Do you sincere-
Iy own and belicve the whele doctrine contain-
ed in the Confession of Faith—and do you ac-
knowledge the said” Confession as the con-
fession of your faith® &c. The obligntion
of our covenauts is also the subject of the:
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foarth yuestion of said Foriula ; the words of
which are, * Do you owsn and acknowledpe
the perpetual oblization ot the Nauonal Cos
venait—mid of the Solemn League and to-
vemant £ &e. At our liccise and ordiatie
an we solewady profiss-d 1o feld these princi-
ples, wnd tus proprssion s ranaead as oft as
we comenr 0 Leenciay and orduining othe:s :
for we demand thar assent 1o the guestions
of the Formula. as a test ottheir orthodoxy,
el of thear holding the sasie principies with
ourselves.

“Dut it is a fact well known to us all,
that, muny vears ago. a pamphilet was puh-
sished against the Anuburghers, bearing the
e OF 2 late respectable member of this
Conrt, and comaining the followmg doc-
wrines @ ¢ Lhat all legai establishments of re-
ligion are improper and unwarrantuble, and
it our covenants are obligatory upon. pos-
wdrity, materially considered. but have no
ubligation upon us entiveiy of the same na-
wre with their obligauion npou our futhers,
who swore thesn?  dinee the publication of
that paraphles, it has been read by many of
us; and tieres reason to think thatits prin-
ciples have been adopted. not only by pri-
vaie Christians in our comnmunion, but also
by some members of Synod, which 1 menti-
ou not to the diseredit of any of them; for
it is possible they imbibed such opinions
without zdverting 10 their inconsistency with
our Confission of Fuaith and Forula. Tknow
tiiat some youny brethren, sensible of this
incousistency, have acted so hn::cslly, as to
refise an uuhlimited  assent o the questions
of die Furmula, declasing themselves 1o be
of these sentiments.  The Synod also, with
all the Presbyieries and members compos-
ing it, bave always borne with such breth-
ren, aud we live m the closest fellowship
with them, without making any distinction
between them and other brethren, which to-
leramt spirit 1 do not absolutely condemn —
But since we are disposed to exercise such
forbearance, and since we all seem now sen-
sible, that the above mentioned pawmphlet
accords not with our Confession of Fuith and
Formula, 1 think it hughly necessary that 74
Formuia be altered, and rendered more consts-
tent with the sentiments of all our mnisters, el-
ders, probationers, and students.  What pity
is it that the smallest contraviety should ex-
ist between the sentiments of any of us, and
our solemn profession, when our principles
and profession arc in the main so consonant
to the uncrrng Standard of Trath.  Doubt-
less the profession of a church ought perfectly
to harmonize with her real principles, and
nothing cither éssential or circuinstantial
sl:}ould be professed whichis not fully believ-
ed.
* May 1t therefore please this reverend Sy-
nod to apply a proper remedy against the
present corruption, and by that mcans re-
lieve me and other brethren from the per-
plexity and uneasiness it gives us. Thathe:
whoholdeth the seven stars in liis right-hand’




