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view-a lai-ge expenditure of money, thfe sohoolmaster's capital,
maLter ? H1e is a sehloolmaster, a being of a lower order-- tho
teacher,' as thoy cali him, and a proud titie too 1

And what is this ' teacher '-this man who is to do a sIaee's
wvork with no0 graititude fromn the parents whose boys hoe teaches ?
Generally a man wvho lias gone through an university course, ut
toýast a man wbio, hiaving studied at home, lias passed an examina-
tion which very few of the parents could pass satisfactorily. Lu
the sonso, that ho is to be regarded as a make-shift, as a man wlho
is to do what parents (Ib net care to do, he mighit be regarded by
somo of them as an equal, but by those who are not capable of
doing what ho doos, it is rather ' bard linos' that hoe should bc
looked upon as an inferior.

Now it soemns to me th-at the s(,hoolmaster's profession is, il'
second to any, only second to that of tlic clergyman. Every
clergyman takes, as is bis due, the veiy bighiest social status. Lt
must be a very flagrant breacli of the rules of society w,,hich con-
demns a clergymûan to being 'ceut,' as the expression troes. Now

admittingas .1 dothat ail sehoolmasteis are neot litteteth
highest social standingi, (wbich is accorded te al] clergymen until
tbey show theinselves unfit), 1 amn yot fïree to state that school-
mnasters6 in Canada are not admitted to that social standing whicb
they hiave every righit to expeet. 1 have ini my mind now, Molle
particularly, a man, who, with a good classical education ,a know-
ledge of muisit wliich it is above nîost of us te attain, a manner
w.bich wvould do no discredit to any dr-aiing-roomn in Montreal, is
yet relegated to a second class position socially in our comrnunity.
Give to that mian $5000 a year-, and noue would bc more soughit
after, but because, laching the mioney, lie is a seboolmnaster, hoe is
regarded as neot wortby the consideration of our lPlutocracy. It
miglit be fairly argued that ahl sehoolmasters are not 'cultured,'
but this at once loses iLs for-ce wvheo we consider that to the majority
of our community this is a inatter of inditrer-ence. Ln fiact, leav-
ing out Our cergymie-wlho are, as a rule, mon of very high
attaiinieoats-were wve to cousider only those who have in the
smnallest degPreo attaiuoed te culture, we should find the proportion
very small. .And iii this respect L do not speak of culture as a
friondship, or even an acquain tance wvith the classics, but as an
ordinary knowledge of our owvn literatture and that, of other
nations.

464


