
-of 11erculaneum and Pomp)eli. The Iight of day disappeirc]
wvhile ýiinid tho à1eop daiîkness tbau prevailcd, wcre hoard thç
aviiîl nioises fromn the mountain. Tho solid crust of te eairt
tshýol wviahi violence, aud the uîîfortwnate ixihabitants, seuzed
witli deadlyfear, fled in ev'ery direction.

Pliniv the Vounger, who wvai stt2tioned at Misenum, bq,%
loft lis a strikingr .picture oi this terrible catastrophe. We
quote 'Croin, one of ti-ee letters addressed to 'raitus, to grive ali
Ïdec of the hor-ror of the sit.uation :-"A darlç cloud precipi-
tated itsolf un earth envolopécd the sea aîîd hid froin. our view-%
thec island of Capri, and the 1proniontory of iisenum. My
mother, entreating nie, iinplored titat 1 tshlI( ,eek ineans of
ety brw myseif, but that she, ;veighed dowa witli years and

intirmnity, wvouId be unable te tollov, adding- that she would
willirurly reýsigi1 herseif to the last extremity, proyided ie
,shouldi net prove t4e cause of my destruction. 1 deelIai'ed, on
the contrary, that 1 would neyer abandon her, and, alter much

ýentir eaty, lakiing ber by the hansi, 1 pi essed her te amoenpany

"Already the ashes cemmenced to fail upon us, aitheui
in sniall quantity. I turned round, and belicld behind me a
thickz >moke, which puirsued us, spreading itself on the earth
as a terrent. I cried Lo my motuher, ' We inust abandon the
higi road, or the crowd wvil1 trample up)oi us.' llardy haid
we done this, than the darkness incrcased te such a degree,
.thiat it resembled. oue of' those gloerny nights wvithout a moon,
,or a chaniber where the-lighits are suddenly extinguished,
There were heard ouly ýbe lamentations of women, the ci ies
of» children, the shouts of men. Oue called on bis father; an-
,other soughit bis child or bis witèe. Some implored the succor
ýof their gods; others believed that the final night had arrived
whiclh was destined te enlrutftliu unliverse."'

The eruption lasted three -days. One histervian relates
that the terrified peasants imagiued they peme'.ved horrid
giants mnoving iu the chaos, their eyus raised towards hieaveni,
whicih resenxibled. a black: funeral pail enveloping the earth.

The asixes were born by the tempest as far as Egypt and
Syria. Mll the neighboring townzis liad disappeared. llow-
-ever, a great number of the inhabitants of Poînpeii escaped
-destruction by flying from the city, as the excavations thait
Lave been been madle disclose only a sniallnumber of skelo-


