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OUR PARISH CHURCHES.
1. ST. LEoNARD, MIDlD.ETON.

HE Paris Churclh of Aliddleton is onle of the
mnost ancietit structures in the county of
Lancashire, and second to none for its

historical interest. The western arch is Norman work
of about the year i120, the pillars probably beinig still
mit the saie condition as they were left by the axes of
the masons. The arch, once a semicircle, has been
rebuilt in a pointed style to suit architewturc of a later
date, and the Norman mouldings werc put in almost at
haphazard. Other remains of similar work are to be
seen in the arcli over the pulpit, and stoncs carvcd
,with diaper pattem arc built into the north wvall of the
nave. Tte carliest mention of any rector yet found,
is that of IPeter, parson of Middleton " in the ycar
1250. In -n arcled recess of the northi wall is a
sepulchral slab, bearing a great incised cross, but
havtg no nscription. Some antiqutaris lave supposcd
that it tnay have been used as an " Easter sepulchrc,"
for the consccrated clements from Good Friday to the
dawtn of the Day of Resurrection. The Bishop of
Stepney thinks it may be of about the ycar 13o, but
adds "the only thing which scems to me like an carlier
date is the base of the Cross being curvcd instead of
with steps. This secms arclaic." Bislop Durnford

considered it to be the tomb of some ancient founder.
There cati be no doubt that it belongs to the de
Middletons, the Saxon family who seem to have beet
left undisturbed at the Conquest, and it is quite
possible that it commemorates the builder of the
Norman Church. Over the centre of the tomb is a
corbel which probably bore the image of a saint
previous to the Reformation. Just above the recess,
but on one side of it, is the matrix of a brass which
evidently represented a lady vith hands raised in
prayer. Probably this would be the monument of
Alaud de AMiddleton, the leiress of Roger, the last
male of his line, who died about the year 1322. She
married John de Barton, of Rydale, in Yorkshire.

A stone coffin found beneath the north aisle during
the restoration of the Clurch under Bishop Durnford,
no doubt belonged to a rhember of this family.
Nothing further is known of the little Norman Churcli
of whiclh these are the relies, or of any carlier build-
ing that may have preceded it.

But we possess a most interesting record of the
crection uf a nwcv Church by Thomas Langley, Prn'.e
Bishop of Durhaa from 1406 to 1437, who was made
a Cardinal by Pope John XXIII., and was Lord Chan-
cellor of England in the reign of Henry IV. Many
evidences remain of his goodnîess and greatness. His
tomb stands before the Altar of the Blessed Virgin
and St. Cuthbert, in the lovely Galilce Chapel at the
west end of Durhara Cathedral, hard by the dust of
the Vcncrable Bede. Two of the four pillars in cach

group supporting the roof of the chapel, and work in
other parts of the Cathtedral are also his memorials.
IIe vas a Aliddleton boy, and in bis exalted position
lie did not forget lis native village. On August 22nd,
1412, the Cardinal Prince Bishop consecratcd the
Church to St. Leonard, and dedicatcd two altars in
the nave, the one founded by hiaself, to the Blessed
Virgin lary and St. Cutihbert, and the other by the
Bartons, to St. Clhad, our first Bishop, and St. Margarct.
The licence issued by John Bourglhul, Bishop of Lich-
field and Coventry, tells us that Langley bore the
whole cost of rcbuilding the Clhurch, and describes the
bcautiful and nell finished :tonework which adorned
it. He endowcd bis chantry for the instruction of the
youtli of bliddleton, and iere in ail likelihood the
fanious Dean Nowcll, to whon we owe so large a
proportion o< our Catcchism, rcccivcd his carly
education.

Only portions of the Church crected by Langley
now remain. The towcr, the exquisite porch, whose
rare beauty is fast crumbbng away, and some parts ol
the walls and arcading, are ail that we can attribute
to hiim. The clcrestory and roof, and the greater part
of the walls, are of the date 54, vlien the Church
was considerably enlarged as a thankoffering for the
victory of Flodden, in whichl the lovely lads of
Lancashire " playcd so great a part. Upon the south
parapet there is a stone bcaring the inscription "Ric


