
'YOUNG CANADA.

BIG BOY. AND LIT'TLE AMAIMA.

"4mamnia, My deiv, il a robber nhould corne,
A terrible robbcr--one nxlght, you 85--

rd frigbtcn hira off witb my sword aind drum,
And you would b. percortly ssto with me.

*And if you ana i in à gloomy wood
Should meet a bear au we walkod some day,

NVith rny bow ana aows, liko Robin HooD,
1 would dre the âerce old bear away.

"But now I amn tired, and sleepy too,
And I wioeh My inamma wouid lift me down.1"

There'à a langhing look in ber eycs of bino,
As they auswor her boy's, so big and brown.

Bbc feels on ber lips hic coaxing toucb,
Sho cIaspit hlm fat in ber loving hold,

Ana she murmuru, Ill'Il nover feux robber muoh,
Unlcss ho ahonld steal this beut o! gold."1

-Harrprs Y-~ng People.

THE I3EA VER.

As beavers do net hibernate, they are cern-
polled to provide a store of subsistence for the
long Canadien winters during which their
ponds are frozen over,
ani tle danger of ven-
turing upon the land
is se iargely increased
as to shut thema Up,
for the inost part, in
their habitations. In
preparing for the 'win-
ter their greaieat of-
forts in tree-cutting .

are made. They corn-
xnencegenerallyinthe
latter part of Septern-
ber, and continue '

through October and
into Noveraber the
several ernployments
of cutting and stoiing
their winter wood,
and o! repairing their
lodgesanddamis (Our
illustration shows the
industri eus animais at
work). Thesemionths
are the season of their
active labours, whicbl
are only arrested by the early snows and the
formation of icS on their ponds. IL is a fea-
ture of the clixuate of the Lake Superior
regien, as aise that around H1udson's Bay,
that the snows begin to, fall before the frost
bas entered the ground, whence it la that
throughout tho 'inter the carth remains
unfrozen under a deep covering of snow. In
this we recognize a beneficent prov-ision o!
t'ho Creator for the welfare of the burrowing
animais, witbout whicb rnany o! thein would
perish.

IL is a singular fact that these animais
perform xnost of thcir work at night; but they
cerne out eariy in the evening. and continue at
work during the carly rnorning heurs. For
the rernainder of t'ho day they ari rarely seen,
cxcept in regions where they art vcry nuxne-
rous, or are entireiy undisturbed by trappers.
By xnaking a breach in their dams, you can
cotape thora ta corne out, but it will ha late
in the night before they show thernacives,
and they are se wary that it la extremeiy
difficuit to conceal yoursclf in their imraediate
vicinity so as ta sec them worLc.

A&ftcr ico bas forxned in their ponds, they
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retire ta their lodges and burrows for the
winter, and they are net sccu again either'by

day or night, except in rare instances, until a
thaw cernes, of which they Lake advantage
to corne eut after fresb cuttings.

Iiil,-stablishing their iodges se as te adapt
themn te wintor occupation, and mn the inanner
o!7 , 'roviding their winter subsistence, tho
beavers display romarkablo forethought and
inteUigence. The soverity of the cliniate iu
thes northern latitudes laya upon thein the
necessity of se locating thoir lodges a3 to ha
assured of wvater deep enough in their en-
trances, and aise se protected in othor respects
as net te freeze te the bottom ; otherwise they
wouid perish with hunger, locked up in ice-
bound habitations. When these preparations
are comrnenoed at an unusually early date, it
is a sure indication of an early, abrupt and
severe winter; wbile, on tho other hand, wheu
these animais display leisure ln their inove-
mente after the beginning of October, an olien
autumn învariably ensues.

During the autunmn of 1876, twe old

mammoth, hippopotarnus, rhinoceros, hyona,
and other oxtincb inamnnals in the pleistocene
fresh wvater or drift formation of the Val
d'Arno, and romnains were found fossil by Dr.
Schinerling in the ossifous caverns in the
neighibourhood of Loe.

But the most coînmon situation in which
the romains of the beaver are found is the
peat boa, or mess pit. Remains of thiû Euro-
pcan beaver have beeu found at the depth of
eight feet and a half beneath peat, resting
upon a stratuma of clay, with mucli decayed
and seciningly charred wood, associated with
the remains of the great Irishi deer, at Higby,
Norfolk. Beaver-gnawod wood. was found
in the same cavity with, and five feet above,
the skeleton of the mastodon discevered at
Cohoes, near Albany, New York. It appears
from the description of Professer James Hall,
who personally superintexided the remeval of
the principal bones, that this mastodon was
found in a, pot hole exeavated in the shale
rock (Hudson River group), and more than
forty fcet below the surface. The remains

were imbedded in dlay
and river ooze, resting
upon gravel, a.nd cov-
ered with au accumu-
lation of peat. I n
the presence of this
beaver-gnawed wooa
se near the mastodon,
some evidence is fur-
nished th.t the beaver
and the mastodon
were conteniporane-
oua.

"WuY don't you
hurry along ?" said a
tearnster ta a stranger
Who was passîng hlm.
That teamster h a d
very kindly driven
his tearn te one side
of the street, and

- waited for the other
- ta pass. This act of

kinancss bad excited
in the bosom of the

beavers were observed preparing their -%inter stranger emotions o! gratitude, which would
bouse with great leisure toward the end of soon have been expressed in tbanks; but just
October, net far from Buckingham village, on then the mnan of the kind net cried eut in a
the Laevis river. This was net finish cd by cross tone, "WMhy. don't you hurry along ?"
the l5th of November, and the weather stili Ah! that spoiled it ail. It swept away in an
continued open and beautiful. In generai, instant ail grateful emotions frem the bosom of
huwevcr, the winter quarters of tlie beaver the stranger, and created dislike. Thanks were
are ready for his reception early in Niovcînbcr. ne longer feit, and were neyer expressed. 'W]at
There are ma;ked differences in the habits of apity that kindcts shoud sonetimcs bespoil-
tlie Canadien and European bea.vers, aithough ta by cross -words I
it is doubtfui whetjxer the species are distinct. Di. HAns, the erninent geoiogist, sacras ta
The Eurepean bWaer is said Wa lead a solitary have solved the question whcther caiestiai
lifa in burrows, rarcly constructing lodgs 1 'bodies are inhabited by anînuate beings, anmd
or dams; whilst the Canadian beaver la pre-1 whethcr the meteorie stones are emanatiens
eminently a builder of botb dams and ledges. fromn incandescent or voicanic pianets. In the

A vcry interesting fact with reference te exarnination of these bodies thcy are found
t'ho beaver la that of his great axttiquity upon 1to centain coraline and spougeens formations,
carth. A presumption ta this effect would and traces of the lower forms o!.- vegetatien.
arise froma bis coarse subsistence and bis Ail the organiaras discovered by Dr. Hahn
aquatie habits; but it la confirmcd by decisive indicato that the parent world of theso
avidenca Bath the Europeun md Anmrican, meteors belongs te the prirnary formation.
beavers are feund in a fossil state, and under IThe existence of wvater ln these worlds la
conditions which estabiish for cach of thcrn proecd by the fact that the tiny petrifled
a very ancient epoch for t'he flrst araong cecatures revealed by tbe microscope in the
living animais. Remains of tue beaver have nueteors are o! the subaqueous classes of
been fourid assoc!atcd with those of the animais.


