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HORSES AND CATTLE.
SETONING CALVES AGAINST ANIHRAN.

Mz, Panron, V.8., says in the National Live
Stock Journal:—As an outlet for offoto matters
wo have frequently recommended thoe appliention
of aseton; and, placed in the dewlap, it almost
to a cortainty answers the purposes of n proven-
tive, probably by virtue of the continued irrita.
tion which, though insufficiont to interfore with
the comfort of the animal, is yet adequate to pro-
mote the formation in tho blood of the fibrino,
which is found to be so deficient in this fatal dis.
case. Tho seton should not boe insorted between
the fore legs, Lut should begin at n place whore o
supposed lino drawn from in front of each fore
leg touches the dowlap. As the skin is very
thick, aud the underlying tisswo interposod with
much fat, tho seton needlo cannot very easily be
insertod without first making an incision through
the skin, crosswise with the dewlap, ard hulf an
inch in length. With & sharp bistoury make an
incision i the centre or lowast part of the dow-
lap, at the place mentioned abovo ; and from four
to six inches forward of this incision make a
similar one, cutting entirely through the skin.
The insertion of the seton 13 made througn the
first or lower cut ; the seton needle, about six to
cight inches long, armed with the scton, being
pushed forward until it cmerges through the
second cut, That no accidental injury may hap-
pen to either man or animal during the insertion
of the seton, the seton noedle should not have a
sharp point. Tho material of the seton should bo
a sirip of soft leather, about half an inch wide, or
very coarse, broad tape, laid double, or three
picces of Lroad tape plaited together. The seton
should bo about ten fo twelve inches long, to
allow of a small stick of wood being securely
tied to each end to prevent the seton from slipping
out. Thoe ends of tho scton should not be tied to-
gether, as accidents are thus liable to happen.

For convenience sake, animals under a year old
may be Iaid on tho ground and held by assistants
during the operation. The seton may remain in-
serted during a montb, or longer. Whether the
material of the seton be leather or tape, it should
be soaked in spirits of turpentine before insertion.
No other subsequent application is necessary.
Dunng tho urst week or two after inserting the
seton the discharge is more copious than later -
and, 1f practicable, cleanliness of the parts will be
proper. Dovring the summer months it may be
necessary, in order to prevent flies from blowing
the wounds and causing maggots, to apply a coat
of tar. Vanous nostrums and applications are
at fimes being recommended by cow leaches and
“ hoss'* doctors; and while some of these, to a
cortain extent, answer the purpose, others fail, or
prove injurious to tho animals, in some instances
cansing serious and lasting blemishes. The ap-
plication of o simple seton, as above described,
while it answers all purposes desired, never in-
conveniences the animal, and will cause no other
injury or blemish; besides, it is more in accord-
ance with scientific principles.

During the process of dentition, the gums are
often subject to an affection designated lampas,
which may be said to consist of a tumid and in-
flamed appearance of the palate, and is no doubt
in wost cases the direct result of the irritation set
up in the teething pracess. Lampas is, however,
an sffection not by any means confined to the
young horee ; itis often seen in the aged animal,
although mot in 8o great a degree, or showing so
much inflammation ; it may then be tho result of

o kind of chronie irritation, or of indigestion.

Very often, bowever, lampas in the horse’s mouth
depends for its existence on the fertile imagina-
tion of tho owner or the groom. Mauy of the

Intter, direotly a horse 1s off its feed, at onco rush
to the conclusion that ho has tho lampas; they
open bis month, imagine the bars of tho palate
aro swollon, and take the horso at onco to the
blacksmith or tho horso dootor to have thom burnt
down. This oporation is just a variod form of
viviseotion, unnecessary in oharacter, devoid of
benefit, and cruol in the oxtrome. Any mam,
whother veterinary surgeon or horse owner, who
allows suoh & vilo practico to be carried out, ought
to have thoe hot iron applied to the posterior part
of his porson. If tho palate is really swollen, re-
licf ean bo obtained by socarifying with o small
laucot; and, if necessary, cooling medicines may
be administered, This is the bes$, tho easiest, the
mest humane and sensible treatment.

THE FARMER AS 4 HORSE BREEDER.

Before railroads had spread their arms so gone-
rally over the country, horse breeding and market-
ing was a very difforent thing from now. Citics
required but few compared to what thoy now use,
because of a scant city population: and less
traffic hauling to and from freight and passenger
dopots. Horaes thex were o source of traffic and
salo about home, and as freight and passengers
ware mainly moved across tho country by horse
teams, and as this work was considered well
enough when performed by anything that could
haul & load through the mud, there was less
attention paid to breeding horses that wero
competent to fill the positions ic which they are
placed in these days. Leaving street car service
out of the question, there is not much demand in
market for the class of horses that passed current
in the days referred to.

The farmer car hardly afford to breed mere
plugs simply because he can do his farm work
with these. ‘The demand for good horses is so
urgent, and the facilitics for shipping from any
part of the country so excellent, that there are
always willing buyers for the kinds that bring
good prices i the leading markets. But, asarale,
there are no men out looking for mere plugs; at
any rate, not for shipment. The enterprise of
importers and breeders now leaves no excuse for
continning the unse of neighbourhood stallions, and
wo hope the better sense of farmers has taught
the utter folly of breeding to such as are put to
service at five dollars the season. Thaso rarely
have either size or merit to recommend them,
The introduction of Clydes and Normans has
resulted in the production of colts of fine size,
aven from tho most ordinary mares.

Many farmers have been tempied to keep such
young stock entire, and though having inherited
pretty fair looks and good sizo from n well-bred
gire, the probabilities of being able to impart a
reasonable portion of the merit drawn frum one
parent are slim indeed. Nothing short of & nick-
ing of good blood, similar in kiud, on the part of
both parents can be relied upon for breeding pur-
poses. If sirc and dam be very dissimilar, then
thero need be no expectation of uniformity in the
progeny. Ono would think this so sclf-evident
as an inflexible principle that every farmer in the
country should always have the fact in mind and
require unquestionable evidence, before breeding
to o stallion, that he possesses individaal merit of
the highest type, and that he bas & good and
clear title to tlus, haning drawn 1t from a fountain
:mplanted deep down 1in the parontage on both
sides, and extending far back into remote
lineage.

One of tho greatest mstakes mado in breeding
is to patromzo o stalion that is fed high and
exercised but little.  The fashion of travelling s
horse frum one stand to another several miles
apart, affords fawr oxercise, on a walk. The
exercise, however, should be more active than

this. Tho walk should bo alternated with o shatp
trot, even though it takes off a fow poundes of
flesh, and gives tho groom some sharp rubbing to
do. Horsoes, howovor, that are not moved from
plrco to plnce, aro soft and inert in the highest de-
gree, and in no sonso fit to bo used as sires, The
farmer is not wiso who takes oustom to a horso so
kept. He should refuso his patronage unless
mado satisfied that abundant oxcroiso in given at
least twico daily. If any doubt exists on this
point, a sharp trot for cighty rods and back will
sottle this quostion, and any owner who will refuse
to show his horge undor quiok motion is ot
dosorving of your oustomn.—* Occasional,” in
Prairie Farmer.

4 HINT FOR BREIEDERS.

If tho bulls cannot bo sold for as much ag $100
oach, castrate them. It may look like a great
shamo to do so in somo instances; but it will be
better for the herd and its owner to do so rather

than let his best calves leavo the farm at an in- -

ferior price, making it almost impossible to get
moro than that for any ho may have to sell in the
futuro, DBesides, I contend that the farmer or
breeder will, i.. the eud, make miore money to
castrato his calves and scll thom at good prices
when fed for market than to keep them with
oxtra oarc and feed, and then sell them at only &
nominal price for bulls; and he cannot sell bulls
for even a foir price uniess they are in good fix.
If they are turned to steers, they can be put to-
gother in a pasturc or feed lot, and when fed and
sent to market, are as good an advertisement as
any breeder would want, and find a ready sale at
a fair price at any age.—Nat. Live Stock Journal,

THE TOUGCH IN SHORT'HORNS.

The skin affords in what is technically and em-
phatically called the touch a criterion second to
none in judging of the feeding properxties of an ox.
The touch may be good or bad, fine or harsh, or,
as it is often termed, hard or mellow. A thick,
firm skin, which is generally covered with a thick-
set, hard, short hair, always touches aud indi-
cates a bad feeder. A thin, meagre, papery skin,
covercd with thin, silken hair, being the opposite
of the one just described, does not, however,
afiord a good touch. Such skin is indicative of 8
weakness of constitution, though of good feeding
properties. A perfect touch will be found with
thick loosc skin, floating as if it were on a layer
of soft fat, yiclding to the least pressure, and
springing back to tho finger like a picce of soft
thick chamois leather (or a picce of the best silk
velvet), and covered with thick, glossy soft hair.
1t is not unlike a fine soft moss, and hence such a
gkin is not unfrequently styled *mossy.” A
knowledgoe of touch can only be acquired by long
practice, but after having acquired it, it is of itgelf
o sufficient means of judging of the fecding quali-

ties of an ox, becanso when present the proper-
ties of symmetrical form, fine bone, quiet disposi-
tion, and purity of blood are the gencral accom-
paniments.

INDIGESTION AND SCRATCHES IN
HORSES. N

For indigestion give the following .—Blood root,
mandrake, gentian, liguorice, ginger, lubelia, each
1 oz, nitre, 3 oz, sulphate of iron, £ oz.; sul-
phur, G oz. , sassafras, 3 oz. Mix and powder.
Dose, 1 oz. & day in & pint of flaxsecd jelly. For
scratohes give the above powder and the same
amount ; then tako the water that potatoes are
boiled in and wash the imb clean onco a day.
Then apply this ointment:—Sulphuric scid, 2
drachms; belladonna, 1 0z, landanam 1 oz;
aloes, 1 oz.; sulphur, 2 oz.; lard 6 oz. 8tir

woll and apply.



