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licar the soutniai that musketry ; le Is as If
tbo bullets 'are tearîng My otan braîn.",
We said Romance, we ougbt te have salit
Tragedy. I la such iane rushes dotan
the curtain on theni and Ibeir aflair, they
vanish thus on a suddien ; swept away as
la black ciouds ai lat.

Serllngs various ftlghts te mîlder climes
in searcb ofihealth are dul>' chronlcled, andi
sonit af tht brigheest bits in the book are
bis descriptions ai 111e In farelga lands;
tahether Itl slantht accouat oi the terrible
hurnlenat on tht Island of Sr. Vinccnt, or la
the descrptionas of lite la modern Rame, 'an
find hlm always tht same active, intelligent
spiri, struggllug agalase serrow wth much
reai iaith.

Carlyle cotidemati Stenllng's action Ia
becoming a curateifthe Cburcb of Eogland,
and lkens Ile ta hat afIl"a bereaved youag
lady 'abe bas taken ti't vcii.' Netbcr 'aIl
bc acccpl ill-heaitb as the cause af the re-
tirement frons hat position afcet tight
monîhs' earaest and canscientlous wark.
This vue do net propose ta discuss. as il Is pe.
culiarly a natter which belangs ta thterman's
niost secret life ; but vue question 'abether
the biographer wauld stand ver>' veilitbt coad
scoiching analysîs wbicb he bere gîves ta bis
friend. Of bis prenching, this Is Carlyle's
dliberate judgnienc .:«"Tht dIscourse, de-
livered witb a grave sonorous camposure,
and tar surpassing la tteut the usual rua
ci sermons, had w'ithal an air ef human
veracil>', as 1 stilI recaliece, and bespoke
dignit>' and piety af minci ; but gave tnt tht
Impression rather ai artistic excellence than
ai onction or inspiration la chat Slnd."
Sterling retainedita tht last akeen interest
in the deeper theolopicql questions and
flashedi eut stroflg indignation at Carlyle's
contemptueus reterence ta IlPantbeism andi
Pottelsm ;" he had aIse sont independ-
tacc aijudgment, shawn b>' is refusai te
boas down before tht grent Gottbe, regard-
Ing bis as Il n intensely pagan lIte 'aben
il is nen's duty ta be Christiaus." Titis
was ne doubt modified, as ile eeded ta e e
but bis vhole Ceetaient ai the sublect shows
that he dld aot passivel>' accept the Master's
teaching on this important point.

John Sterling dld aot achieve amy great
literar>' success, in fnct he seens ta bave
received leàs thau bis merits la hat parti-
cular; and c f alleci as ta the ont great
ambition ci hlý lite, nantI>', la bis efforts
alter higb poetic expression. Il Why sing
your bit.,; aithaugbt, if you can contrîve te
speak ,hen,? Be5ides I bail teabserve there
was la Sterling lntrinslcally ne depth af
tunet.wich surely Is the ceai test af a pote
ar singer as distingulshed tram a speaker."
lu spite ai this opinion and acivice the
young man keeps an maklag and polishing
is verses. These vuha desire specimens

cao find thern ln Stedmn's Il Victarlan
Anhoiogy," or elsesahero.

Ilis 11e darinens tavuards ils close, andi
yet faiîh was net uterly case dosma. With-
In Cwa bours moher andi wife 'acre snancheci
asma> tram hbu. Ta is macher lit lad
writtev, 'Il1 seen so sure af a lave hat shall
last and reunice us Chat evea the remeai-
brance, painful as Cat is, et alil ns owa
flles and ill-tenspers, canne: shako this
faltb." Bis last letters te bis children axe
fol] ai benut>' and pathos. ThteIBible vuas
ta tht endiful af sweeeness and pawer ta
hlm, and ne tht close, ail he caulci sa>''ans
"i1 treaci tht communa read inte the great
dakness 'auhone an>' îhought ai fear andi
wlî ver>' mucb ai hope." A traubieci lite
diven about la the intellectual currents of
this estless century, yee stromg te holci fast
tht essence ai the Christianatath. Wbea
ve have pondened Ilis significance as the Ille
af a telloas mortal facing tht commen sor-
rows and meeting tht mas: subtle tempta-
linos, 'at have toit tht grewlng conviction
hat tht questions wich le maises, and the

needs wich le raveals, art enl>' met la the
ltandi lave aofBiitnba, having met ait sin

and sorrow la the anme ef Ged and man,
was able te look up la tht last dread heur
and sa>' te Bis Father, I 1have finîsheci the
mrk which Thon gaves: me ta de."

WOM4'N>eLIFE AXVD I'ORKONV
TEiB PJliRIE.

[The ioiîowing ietîer frem an active Pres-
bytitlan lady living on tht prairie in ManI-
toba, thongb not just ver>' recent, bates noat
afilsu Interest or treshness on that accaunt,
and Cives a lîvel>' and vlvld pîcture af active
Cheisttan lite on the praite-ED.]

MR. IEnîa'OR,-I am starcleci ta find that
le Is six waeks sînce 1 go: your kIdd letter.
1 knew il vuas a long ime, hue haci ne Idea
til I sac dawa te answer ile that il was atar-
1>' se long. Thetrutli Is that tht days steem
ail tue short for tht werk ant bas ta da up
hert. And yet aur days on the prairie last
tram half-past four or five o'clack lu tht
morning until sa>' leu ai alght. I mean tht
beurs la whlcb we are bus>', net tht actual
bouts of dayligbt, far there is ver>' little aight
bere a: this tînt ai tht year.

Let:nme sa>' ta yen what 1 have ofien sald
ta others, I bave enjoyeci readinR nny
CANADA PRrESDVT'ERIAN, and have iound
nucb in il ta heip nie persanaîlly and aise
te furnish information for missianany mecet-
legs." May' (>'on iemember ber?) looks te-
gulatl>' chrough tht Christian Endeavor
clumnafer gieanlngs for ber meetings, and
maay a lovel>' b!tt aipoeery have we cut aut
aud eleber kept or given to these vue tbuugbt
migbt be helped b>' then. Just Jase Sua-
day, as we drove home irom Sunda>' scbool,
she remIaded me ai somnething chat
oitc place whe she %vans a littie ltCIl -.

Ont Sunda> she 'ans looking cbrough THE
PRESBWTERIAN and she hrevu It aside iri-
patienti>', sayîng she wondered wby there
nieyer vas anychîng la Il for littît chilciren.
She says I teld yan 'abat she had re-
marked, and you sent ber a parcel ai
lovely papiers, whlcb she neyer forgot about.
And since thea she bas alita notlced 'abat
lovel>' tbiags are la tbe cildcen's page e!
that paper, but she dots mot know 'abether
bier chlldish remark bad any:bing te do wl:b
'abat she haileci as a great Improvemeat.

1 wisb I cauld wrIte sornechiag worth
vuile for THiE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.
But I arn just averwbelncd witb bane
work and Suain>' school wenS, net ta
speak et tht Womaa's Foreign Mission
Society' and hospîtal work. 1 atea write
burciecil> for the Woman's Foreign Mis-
sion meetings, but 1 bave ne urne ta
poiish anythlng up. Generaîl>', I preter ta
speak 'ithant notes I 1 have ehought an>'
subject out.

1 aiways meant tc elciiyen about aur
litle mission cburch out hene on tht prairie.
Ile Is called Zien Cburch, and is about tour
and a haIt mles west af aur home. WC
bave a missionae>' isb bas charge ai hret
ailier stations as veil. Ont Sunday wve
bave Snnday scbaoi belore tht morning
service and tht nexe alter service which
Is la tht aiternoon ai ever>' second Sun-
day. There aretisao classes ai yaunger
scholars, and i al tht rest are ln the
Bible class, wbicb I have taken charge af
since il 'ans arganized. Il is a fine ciass, at-
tentive and regular in attendance. Tht
majorit>' ai tht members are young men,
but quite a aumben are vaung vornen and
several are nnarred men and wonen.

Hais wauid >'u ci:>' foiks like Ce leave
home a: ea o'clack and aot get bacS tilt
hall pas: :wo? More than har, get up ne six
ce sevea 'clock ta gel Vaout work dont belote
scaring? Man>' oi >ou grumble if you are
lnept much aver an bout ia cburch on Son-
da>' mornlng. Then on Mnlda>' evening
cames Christian Endeavor, meeting and 1
cau sa>' this saciety is ant of the mast
earnest, thoreughly alive, enger ta leaca and
ta puete practIkal use an>' 1 ever came
across. Thece are avec hîr:>' active andi a
doxea associate members, and tht meetings
are deligbtful. Mission wark bas been taken
up, andi ont hnlf-yeat's giving went atC tht
jews la Palestine, ancther ta the ladian
wotkin tht Nottb-WVest, Aud tht>' have
foua2d, as de ail vube study> missions and belp
them, tha: their awa Christian lite andi tht
flue ai thnir societ>' bave bath been deepened
and brightened thçrehy.

We have bnci the Gospel ln Its sImpiic.lty,
and therefere lu its power, preached te us
faithfuliy. Since I have attendeci tils littie
church, 1 have been canfirmed int what was
prcviously My bellef, that wbat we ail need
tram the pulpît Is the pure and simple
gospel message. And ah 1 how le dues rcach
every need oai ever>' seul If taitbfully given.
We waat the message ai the living Ged,
net the surmises and theorles of mea, ne
maCler how clever or how lnterestlng the.qq
niay bc.

There is ont thiag i would like ta sa>'
about a malter 1 naîlced la Vaur celunins.
I refer ta the hardshlp ofastudenîs la charge
ai a congregation notc bcbg able ce partake
et the Lord's Supper with their people.
Hew bard It seems ta bie for an>' ai us te
put ourselves la others' places 1 At ieast It
requîtes a goand deal ai traning for niest of
us te acquire this ver>' desirable facult>'.
Tblnk ai a man being deemced thoraughly
capable ai preachlag the Gospel af aur
Lard Jesus Christ ta people, andi yet lie mn>'
not dispense the communion, but must get
same ardained i mnister te de le for bimi
wbile bie prenches la that mninlster's stead.
Thus the nilssienary ma>' bc man>' manths,
wlthout having an apportunit>' et tulfillng
this one ai bis Lord's commands. Qur
present rmîssianar>' is ordained, but the last
one we bai sali that no ane but himseif
could tell how much hie misseci throuRh nat
bavlng this prlvielege.

1 was asked te give a short taik latel>' an
mission Ilîerature, and 1 nia> send a few
Unes on that subject te vou.

Very siacerel>' yaurs,
JEssiE McEwEN.

A GIRL'S FAAfILIAR PRIEND.

Rutb Ashaiere, ln summarizing ber paper
on "lA Glrl's Familiar Frlend 't"-girl frienci
-in li> Ladies' HoinejournaZ, offers tbîs
wise counsel:- l" Have a trlend, but guard
your friendsbip and yaur frienci as you
wouid a crystai vase.' Once the crystal
vase is brekea, ail the careful menci-
ing ln tht world cau neyer maint It as
It was, andi once there bas come ln your
triendsblp the words that j rred, the actions
Chat were unkind, and the loks tbat seemi
Ca eut lune a kaite, the freinds.bip, bite tht
beautiful vase, can neyer be as it was. And
wbat Is a girl witbout a girl friend ? She
stands aioe. Men tbink Chat she Must
difler tram ether women, and hat there must
bc sometbing about ber less sweetc and less
feminine than hat whlch prevades ber
sîsters. I ami a believer ln tht girl friend.
An>' girl can, with ver>' 11111e trouble, gain
the admiration ai a man, but it akes
samethlng fluer, sometbing htter, andi
something mo're cbarmlng te attract a
woman, and ta make and keep ber a
falend. In ail tht histar>' ai the warld
tbere is nnthing se fine as the friendsblp ai
woien ; wbetber le be givea to en eaor
'ahether it bc given ta women, le stands aut
magnificent, unselisb, sYmpatbetic and
Chrlstllke-vwhen it is tht righ: klad of
iendsbip. Von 'ahi rememnber that taHimn
'abe was withaut sin, tbe je>', the beaut>' and
the s>'mpatby af friendsbip was known, andi
that it wansa -maman who wansa frlend, 'abo
stoaci b> Marv watcbing, untîl thet ragedy af.
the cross had ended, and waitlng untli tht
glar>' ai the resurrectian had btgun."

Protessar Huxley, ont af tht Most
eminent men ai science, pleading ln the
Scbool Board for the Bible as the best
source ai tht hlghest education for children,
saici that hie knew af ne other book lnaail
tht world's 'aide lîteraînre, b>' whlch the
religions feeling, whieh is the essential base
of conduct, coulci be kept up; and be asked,
IlB>' what aiher book ceuid chldrea bc se
humanisei and made ta ted cthat eacb figure
in the bistoricai procession fuls, lîke thera-
saiveg, but a Mmeeatr>'interval between
thetcwo eternities, andi earns the bicssings
or corses ai ail Cie, accordlng ta its efforts
te de gooci and bate evil, even as they iaise
are earalng« payaient for their work.11
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JuKZh DAVIDl RING OVER ALL ~.sm
ISRAEL.

GOLDISM TI'T -2 S un V -1I
fi tbi R VitVgv'aS.-IC-12.

HobiE READ)INS-.-i. 2 SamD. II .
T.2 S bin.l.iti. 22-39. W. 2 Sami. lit. 1 12.

Tit. 2 SIM. V. 1-12. F. 2 Sam. V. [3 25.
S. 1 Con. DxiL. 23 40. *Sab. Ps. il. 112

DavtI Vs reiga tain ebron exteaded over a
petiod of seven and a halE veais. Ish-bosbeth.
the leader of Saul'6 bouse, and his recognized
heir, found bis cause growing %veaker andwveaker.
Finally, through a quae betwcen bim and
Ahoci, as detailcd iii aut home-readings, bis
cause miet with its dowofall. Abner made over-
tures ta David, offcrîng ta throw in bis ittengthI
with David's cause, to give hioe the wbolc land
Througb this David secured his wife Maichal,
SauV's daughter, and therefore sanie recognizable
claim ta Saul's hrone. Aboer's toui murder.
and lhe assassinatien af Iabashcth saton foiiow-
cd, not bawcver througb Davida connivance.
Thus the way was apened for thteiders afIsLraei,
as ttpresentiîng the tribes, ta appraach David ia
Hebron, and enter inta league with bimi as kuing
over AUi sraei. Our lesson for this wcek lias ta
do with the initial actions af David &fier he had
been accepted b>' the whole nation. Perhaps we
can best group oui thoughts about the peopil's
eonfidewre in David, and David's jroo/ o/ his
wotrthjess.

1. The People's Confidence in
David- DoubeIc:b the people ut the nurîhecu
titl>cs tere giad af an excuse ta approach David.
Lt must have been ini a most fieatlers way tbey
carried on the war by which Isb-bosbetb sought
ta regain ludali. The>' could flot but be struck b>'
the cantrast beîween the heedless selt.sceking af
the bouse of Saut, and the laving consideration of
Ludah's chosen. The latter sougheta avoid
rlhtine treated bis enemies witb great lindncss,
nd shwed hat the wtlfaie cf the people was af

greater concern ta him than bis awn aggrandise.
ment. Thus David bad won th heurs cai the
northern tribles caca belote Abner's death. Tht
words of the representative elidersshow this.
Tbey would gladly accept hinm as their king,
because lie was anecai themseîses, not an allen
usuiper. They had gond proof af bis prowess
when lie bad led lirac's armies tutider Kin? Saut.
Tht>' recogniz-d tram wbat they bad seen and
heard at bis seven Yeats' rule aver Judah, hat bie
hall learned af God the rue idea ai a kinZ. lHe
hall Iearned that the fiue king is a sbepberd af
bis people, that is seekz flot te abtain tramn the
people ail bc can for b:mseii, but seeka rather ta
lead with wise counsel, and gentle yeet iriband,
ta, greater and better things for the people them-
selves. Therefore tbey 'acre ready te enter inca
a compact with bim, and hc was anointed king
over Israel It is a blessed thing for a people
'ahen their rulers are shepherds rather than
'anîves. t is a glaonos thing for the Kingdoai
oi God. the Church of Jesus Christ, hat aur King
is the Good Shepherd wha la>' down His lit"- toi
the sheep. the Good Shepherd wbo bas pledged
Hinisef ; Il I I1amn wittx you attay unto the
end ai tbe age. Shall oat ever>' schalar in aur
Sabbath schnols nuake a league wîth King lesus,
and anoint Him King aver heart and lite and al?

IL. The Proof of David's Wortii-
ness.-Na soutier did David trcceive the clown
ut ttk wbole nation, than bc set bînuselftot gise
Pmout cf bis Waise and judiclous kisngship. lieb-
ran lie thought unsuitcd for bis capital, bath be.
cause tao fat tram the centre ai bis kingdaui, and
as identified witb bis reigan ecr anly a section
oi the peupte. Theerlrebc sought a new capi-
tal, and fouad one la the city callec Jfebus. The
stronehnld af hat city was -3till in the banaaf
the jebusites, whom God bad pramised ta drive
out tram before Israel. These enemies of God
an i eo! e riev tr stohold im-
clarin.g hat caca the blind and the lame could
hold tht citadel against thenu. Tht bill naw
called Zion was tilen oser a hundred feet bigher
than tht surraundiùpg cit>', and hadl an hret aides
ofitl deep valtys and precipitous rocks. David
bawcver was net daunted, and soan detected an
unpuarded point. Then up the watercourse hie
incited bis saldiers ta go. The strongbold.was
taken and a city added ta the Lords possessions.
The city af David. Jerusalein, the place wbieh
God chose out aifa&l thetrtibes tu put hi: came
thert. Here wasaua ideai spot for bis capital.
bnth tramn its natural. strengch and because it was
on tht barder line betwe the nerf h and the
saulh. being part1>' ln Benjamin and pattly lu
julah. This place David fortitled. 'rbcn be
enttred inca Icague with nian>' aithe princes
arouac i hm, cenientiag somc cof these alliances,
alas. b>' maxryiag heathen %v[ves. Then, recog.
nilin? that Ged bad estahblished hirn king over
Istael, and exalted bis kingdam fer bis people
Isracl's saine, David Rave himself ta conquest,
and ta the establishment et tht religion af
Jehcsah chrougbaut bis dominions, as furnlshing
tbat righlceusness wlicb is aient thte nl>' truc
hasis et a nation's Creatness. Thus David show-
cd bis wartbiaess et the people's confidence, t
will bc a glaons tbing for Canada when we
recegnizc that under ourterni i ofgeernrnent le
is the people 'aho axe king, anci set curives tu
put in p.awcr and office onl>' men who believe
that God bas exalteci them cettese positiona ai
honaur and trust for Canadas s ake.


