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THE "'CA TJOLIC RRCIS rPR " ON
PRINCIPAL GRANT.

lE VERY anc who knows the genial Principal of
IIQ ueen' s'College knows him ta be a man of

Swarm, generous and broad sympathies which lead
him at times ta make concessions and admissions
that many regard as unnecessary or even unwise. The
Catho/ic Register in a late issue takes advantage of
such an admission in the lecture he delivered flot
long ago in this city on the " Parliament af Relig-
ions." On that occasion Dr. Grant said that " no
Protestant Church had been faithful ta the principles
of the Reformation." We are flot told what those
special principles are ta which the Protestant Church
bas nat been faithful, but Protestants being bath too
humble and toa rational ta dlaim. for themselves in-
fallîbility as Roman Catho'ics do, it was perfectly
safe ta admit that Protestants have nat always and
everywhere attained to'the high ideals involved in
the principles of the Reformation. Protestants nat
claiming ta have attained perfection, there is hope af
themn learning something yet and making imprave-
ment and progress in the time ta came ; w hereas
Roman Catholics claiming infallibility can, ta be
consistent, correct nothing and sa m ust be left be.
hind in the progress ofhumanity. But letting this pass,
from. that simple, honest admission ai the Principal
af Queen's, the Register proceeds ta draw these very
large inférences :" Either of two things, therefore,
has ta be admitted:* the system, adopted at the
Reformation must be imprdcticdLble anid unworkable,
or the ministers set apart and ordained for its de.
velopment and application t,) souls must have been,
without exception, derclict af duty. As the latter
supposition cannot, in charity or comman fairness,

b-! madec of s 3learneiJ anid zc-alous as body as the
Protestant clergy in general, the only conclusion
passible is that the Principles of the Reformatiori
have been impracticable, and therefore wrong and af
no use fram the beginning."

No daubt Roman Catbolics believe, and wauld
also be p!eased ta have Protestants believe, that the
principles af the- Refarmation have been impractic-
able and therefore wrong and of no use from the be-
ginning, and the Church of Rame would be glad ta
lead us aIl back ta where men stood intellectually,
polit ically and spiritually at the time of the Reforma-
tion. But though Protestants may nat in some
things have been faithful ta the prinçiples of the
Reformation, the proaf that they have not been im-
practicable,and wrong,and of no use from, the begin-
ing is ta be seen in the position af aIl Protestant cauni-
tries to-day, especially of aIl English-speaking Piô-
testant countries, compared -with what thcy were at
the time ai the Ref, rmation, compared with Roman
Catholic countries to-day. Protestants by na means
believe that the principles of the Reformation are
impracticable, 'have been wrong and af no use foom
the beginning. We arc not ashamed of what the
principles of the Reformation have donc for us in
Ontario, as compared with what Roman ism has donc
and is doing for Quebec. We have no wish ta
change places. We challenge camparisan in ail that
ennables man and is worthy af a nation of freemen.
If the United Statesare immeasurably more advanced
in al] that makes a people great, pawerful and in-
fluential in the cauncils af the world> than the totter-
ing, unstable, insignificnt and priest-ridden gavern-
ments af South and Central America, it is because
af the principles af the Reformation. If Germany
is to-day the leading continental power ai Europe
it ib- for the same reason despite of partial unfaitbfulness
ta the Principles af the Retormation. If England ta-
day bas no pe-er among the nations in many import-
ant res-pects, it is because the princîples of 'the Re-

champion of ignorance and the political, intellectual
and spiritual -ensiavement ai the people ? Is it
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because that, in this new departure, it bas been' un-
faitbful ta its principles and is alreaçly repenting
the course it bas taken, that the Register adds, "iLt
certainly was a privilege that Prin:cipal Grant may
neyer be accorded in the future-af orating in the
presence ai so- many dignitaries ai the Catbolic
Cburch ?" If it was most faitbful ta its truc principles
in its palmiest days wben the wbole civilized world
was prastrate under its feet, and not only its spiritual
but its temporal power, for wbicb it now sighs and
strives in vain, werc supreme, then that was the
time wbicb, by the common consent ai historians, is
called for the dearth, if flot the death ai all great
intellectual achievement, for the utter absence afi ah
free palitical movements ani aspiratians,for their yen-
ality, for their impiaus trafficking and making gain
af sacred things, the dark ages. If Rame was faith-
ful ta its real principles then, it is unfaithful ta the m
naw. But,borrowing the logic ai the Cat/io/ic Register,
as this is toa barsb a conclusion ta came ta, respect-
ing those earnest, zealous and enlightened ecclesias-
tics, representative~ we are ta understand of Roinan-
ism to-day, we muse conclude that these democratic
pr niciples which it is just naw flirting and coquetting
witb, masquerading in, it finds impracticable, wron g

-and ai no use, and that the so-called dark ages were
those when it was truc ta its real principles and
whch therefore., in honesty, its aim must be ta re-
produce when it can. If this is what we are ta un-
derstand, then although we have no sympatby w ith
the methods, or, so far as we know them, the abjects
af tbe P. P. A. or A. P. A., and like associa, ions, we
have still less with those ai the Roman Catholic
church, whicb might wvell be called a R. C. P. A.,
and we can well understand how thousands may
think thcmselves justified in using any means, ta
ward off irom thcmselves and their posterity what
we could iegard as nothing less than a catastrophe
the darkest and saddest possible. Rather than this; a
thcusand times rather, ]et us still have the principles
af the Reformation, even though Protestant churches
should be nolmore faithful *ta tbem in the future even
than they have been in the past.

A PL EA FOR THE A GED
FUND.
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E VERY naw and then we hear ai possibleshortage in the mission collections for the
year, awing ta the bard times.' Now, Presbyter-
ians, as a rule, are just as fond af. the enjoyment ai
good tbings material and intellectual as any other
class ai citizens, and it is likely that as many Preësby-
terians visited the Warld's Fair at' Chica,-aoas any
other denomination. Well, you say, what ai that ?
Just this, if tbey can find the m aney for the World's
Fair, wby nat find it for missions and save the funds
from possible' shortage. Let us sec for a moment
bow it warks :-It is estimated that in Hamil-
ton alone 5,000 tickets were sold for Chicago during
the Fair time, and as many as io,ooo in Toronto.
Supposing tbat one-fifth ai these ivere Presbyterians
and that eacb persa)n spent on ticket and expenses, at
the Fair, the average sum aif $5o, and some Presby-
terian friends we know spent from $10o ta $300,
but taking the lowest figure, and that represents
$so,oea for Hamilton Presbyterians and $iao,ooo
for Toronto Presbyterians, a nice little sum this
would be for the schemes. Smaller places found
the money in just ýas great a measure. Lt was said
that such stations as Glencoe issued 2oo tickets ;
bere, again, aver 4o would be Presbyterians. If so, it
would mean $2,oa for such a place as Glencoe.

Let us cotrast with this generaus expenditure
the amount given ta aur faithiul pioneers on the
Aged Ministers' ist. Three rimes as much in Ham-
ilton and six times in Toronto, by Presbyterians
alone, for the Fair, as is given by the entire Western
Section ai the church for the Aged Ministers' Fund.

Now, no anc grudges the money sperit on an
educational process such as tbe World's. Fair un-
daubtedly was ta, observant people, but if this was
possible ta, the Presbyterians, is retrencbment in
the scbemes necessary ? Wbat does retrenchment
mean or reduction in the contribution ta this truly
%;oithy fund ? Two items ai incame will, of neces-
sity, be wanting this year, that from the Hymnal
royalty and the extra amaunt reccived last year
from arrears ai rates, altogethei about $3,300. If the
collections are flot better than last year, then a re-
duction ai $43 from eacb annuitant w ill be neces-
sary. Can we affor *d this ? Can we contemplate
a retrograde. movement from the position so welI
taken by the committee last year? Surely not.
And if retrenchment has ta be made in any direc-
tion, do.flot let it be in the incarne ai the yeterans

of the church. But retrenthment is flot necessary
in our acknowledgment* of God's claim upon us.
It is sometimes the case, that while the schemnes
considered more important obtain a fair amôunt of
attention, the Aged Ministers' Fund has been put
off with a small trifle, after the main division af thte
funds has been made ; or from the supposition that'
its necessities were flot great, a small sumn has been
deemed sufficient. One line af action might. with.
profit, be followed here. Let Presbyteries -at their
January meeting strongly press that no vacancies
be found under the beading of IlAged Ministers'
Fund," in the statistics. Let congregations for
this year reverse the order of thei'r allocation of
the money. for the schemcs, and for once do justice
to our oid men. We do nat allow themn to retire
until they are seventy, if in bcalth. The Old Testa-
ment economy cQntemplated an carlier retirément
than this. Wc are careful to sec that they are
really il] before we put themn on the fund. Then,
in ail honor, let us treat themn weil in their declinin g
vears, Where Missionary Associations exist, the
presentatian of the facts, no doubt, will lead to a
better apportionment, and it is hoped this will very
generally be the case. Where no Missionary As-
sociation exists, the collection is appointed for the
third Sabbath in February-a time when, from the
inclemnent weathcr and bad roads, small audiences
are found in the rural districts, and consequcntly
smnall collections. Last year over two hun4red and
fifty cangregatiansý gave no collection. Surely it is
flot asking toa much that each congregation be re-
quested to contribute something to this worthy
fund.

Let every minister be sure that his congrega-
tion is well represented. in the collection and send
it in promptly._________

There appears at present ta bc a wave af anar-
chist and sacialistic violence reachiniZ over most of
the countries of Europe, and cxtending in a feeble
way to the United States. The threatening letters
sent to men high in public life, the assassination of
Mayor Harris on, the affair at Santander'and Barce-
lana, and last, the fiendish work of destruction at-
tempted in the French Chamber a few days ago
are evidences of ane of those outbreaks of insane
violence which recur periodically.- It is difficult for
us more cool-headed and cool-blooded Anglo-
Saxons to conceive how men in possession of their
reason, could allow tbemselves to be led to the com-
missioq of acts of such wanton, mad wickedness,,as
that of Vaillant in the French Chamber, and simi-
lar though less terrible deèids attempted by otbers.
Granting even that any persans are or could be
guilty of crimes sucb as would warrant the use of
the means of revenge employed by the anarchists,'
the innocent are equally exposed to da nger and
death with the guilty. lIt is difficuit to discover cx->
actly what these miscreants would have, but it is evi-
dencaccording to their programme socieiy of any kind
would be an impossibility. Hating whomn they cali
tyrants, they are thcmselves. the worst possible kind
of tyrants. The only cffcct of their proceedings,
which one would think the blindest of them might
sec, is, ta band ail men and goverfiments against
them and sa to aggravate the so-called evils'
which madden them.: The result of this last.
and «worst anarchist crime appears likely to be ta
unite civilized govérnments in an endeavor to put
down withf a strong hand this common foc of aIl.

:Bookts anib Mflbag3ttnee
The Cosmopolitan for December is largely taken up witb

accounts and views of the Fair in many difierent aspects. Al
that need be said of it is that its letterpress makes interesting
and profitable reading of its kind, is a cbarm to the eye, while
its illustrations are simply ofexquisite beauty anddolic"c.'
The Cosmpolitan, Sixtb Avepue and Eleventh St., New York,
U. S.

As irontispiece, a picture of Professor Henry Drummond
and a suggestive article by him opens Current Topies for De-
cember. A symposinm on the Parliament of Religions, a
character sketch of Mayor Harrison, with many shorter articles%
complete this number which contains a numbir cf interesting
illustrations, likenesses of Dr. John ; Hery Barrows, D.D.,
Mayor Harrison, Josepb Cook and others. Curont Tapies,
1025 Mason Temple, Chicago, Ill., U.S.

December's Arena contains a -large number of important
articles on sucb a variety of subjecta tit every reader should
be able to find soffietbing suited to bis taste. Some of the
chief are these: The. Ascent of Lite; Aims and Methods cf
the Higber Criticism ; rheWonders of Hindoo Magic ; Can
tbe United States restoretbie Bimetallic Standard of Mon~y
Rent, its Essence and Place ia the Distribution of Wealth
Realism in Literature and Art. Reviews ai Books of the D#y.,
and several poemis comiplete this number whicb begins jol me.nint2b. Tbe Arena Publisbjng Company, Boston, Mas..


