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Cboice lteraturel
THE LOVERS 0F MADEIRA.

The Island of Madeira is anc of the world'ý
Eartb contains no fairer spot, nor is there ar
climate more soft and genial. Once on a time il
te pass seven or eight montbs in that iovety isie; a
back ta ibose days of raving and idiing among
aud graves of that magical isle, wbere the trade wi
sea ever cools the air and wafts the murmur of thi
sthore at the foot of the mighty cliffs, they seem tc
iiterally days in a land of dreams.

In anc of rny cruises around the island I arrive
ing at the cbarrning village cf Machico, which
bottorn ai a shettered cave. The sun was settin,
a mantde of gold over the iandscape. In the pui
of the his nestled the thatched cottages of the fisý
peasants, and the mellow ring of the chapel bell fl
calrn evening air.

We drew the boat on the beach and rny men
cornfortabie room for the night near the water whe
of the sea couid soothe ta heaithfui siumber. i
preparing the evening meal a flshcrman's boy b:
red mutiets just eut of the sca. After a capital mi
ta the water side wbere tbere was an aid fort.
of the rusty cannon wcre overgrowu with spiders'
cumstance wbich secmed ta add ta the peaceful
scene. And there I reflected an the iegend wbic
the narne of Machico ta that spot. Centurie!
and gone since the day when Rager Machimn
there ; but 1 seemed ta see him there, witb bi
under the dense shade of the primevai forest, an
riding in the bay, the flrst, perhaps, wbich had cve
since the creation cf the world.

It was way back in the reigu of King Henry t
of Engtand, in the fifteenth century that those
pened of whicb I arn writing. Auna d'Arfet, et
sarne call her name, was the daughter of a t
man wbosc marior was in the south of En
the sea. She was attractive and beautiful, and o
turu of mind. Ladies who fali in love with men bD
station may be supposed ta have more sentiment
fortune and disptay. Arnong the retainers of ber
youth narned Rager Macbim. Fromarnat acco
bandsome and chivairous in bis bearing, but of a
ior ta bers. Therefore wbeu ber parents dis(
Rager ioved their daugbter and that she ardently
affection, they at once frowued on bis suit and stE
the levers ta meet. The baugbty parents bad
and inore ambitiaus schemes for their daughter.
disrnissed witb disdain, and ordered ta kcep bisc
the castie.

Love taughs at tocks and kcys, it is said b
seern ta knaw sometbiug about it. At any rai
se in this case. By the meaus of a trusty friend '
trivcd ta cammunicate witb bis lady love. I bav
to express as te ber cauduct in corresponding wi
the express commands of ber parents, because I
quainted with ail the circumstauces, and the
net give ber age. It is sufficient ta kuow that a
pondence was secretiy carried on wbicb resulted
her elopement. Judging from the grim and detei
acter of the ladys father, Macbim was couvinced
be useless for them mereiy te fiy ta some other
land. Sooner or later tbey wouid be discovered,i
be siain, wbile the lady would be forcibly carried
ber days in despair.

It was, therefore, decidcd te fly ta the caast a
sbip for France. Anna conflcled the secret ta
maids, wbo succeeded in winning a trusty famil
the ladys cause. Witbout sucb aid it would ha'
nigh impossible te put the plan inte executian. Ii
seriaus undertaking for a young waman ta forsak
perhaps forever ; it was doubiy sa in those olden
the means of travel wcre difficuit, and ta go ta
more hazardous than it is now ta go ta the ends

But baviug once decided the lady did net hb
lover, with horses saddled and bridied, was wait
wood bard by. It was dead of uight wheu Auna
ber rnaid, stole softiy down the dark staircase aui
winding corridors ta the posteru gate, where the
was waiting ta turu the tock. Tbey stcpped fo
cioudy, windy nigbt, and crossed the moat and thý
Then the lady paused an instaut and toak d lasi
battierrents of her father's bouse. At that mon
owi on a turret gave a mouruful hoot, like the ni
fui doorn. The lady shuddered, dasbed a te
eyes, drew the mautde about ber, and fled fore'
home.

Roger Macbirn was waiting in the wood witl
auts. Ligbtiy she sprang ou ber borse, and thei

streamers. The" captain and crew werc coarse
que figures, heavily bearded and brown with figI
sea. They knew the way ta France, or Holla
aithough rarely sailiig as far as Spain ; but ofo
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> ~ it they knew littie if anytbing, and absolutely nothing of what ship's boat left with them, and started on the desperate under-
e was westward. America had flot yet been discovered, and the taking of finding a way home, at least by falling in the track

_______ Atlantic was to thern a vast, vague mystery. of some ship. The wind wafted themn to the coast of Africa.
To the poor lady, fliing from home, and now for the first There they were picked up by a Moorish corsair, which was

time on the sea, everything was 50 sad and strange and wild. cruising te' attack Christian ships. These Engiish sailors, on
Aithougb they toid her that in three or four days at farthest arriving at a port, were thrown into prison where a number of

sparadises. they hoped to lend in sunny France, yet her heart was fu other Christian captives were already lingering in chains.
aywhere any of fears and many a tirne she ionged to be once more safe in Among them were some Portuguese mariners, wbo iearned
twas my lot the home she had ieft behind. But the die was cast. Even ftomn the Engiish captives of the isiand which they had dis-
and as 1 look if they had been wiliing to return for her sake the winds covered ini so unexpected a way. After vears the Portuguese
the valleys were now contrary, and there was nothxng to do but to mariners were ransorned and returned ta Portugal. At Lîsbon

ind from the keep on. they met Zarco, a brave navigator at that port. To bim tbey
ýe suri on the But it soon became a question whether thcy should be abie reiated the strange stnry learned from the Engiish sailors. It
o have been even to reach France. It was now the season of storms, the was a period of discovery, and the Portuguese wcre among the

wild rnonth of October vcrging on winter, and the clumsy foremost in leading the search for new lands. Zarco at once
eone even- littie galley was but ill-fitted to battle with head winds and fitted out a ship and found the isiand of Roger Machim, which
lies at the storms. It needcd no barometer to tell the crew and passcng- he took possession of for the King of Portugal, and caiied the
g and threw ers of the gailey that heavy weather had set in for good. The isiand Madeira, because of its remarkabic verdure. A chapel
irpie shadow white guils darted swiftiy round the ship over the foanwng was built over the grave of Auna d'Arfet and Roger Machim,
hermen and crests, the stormy petrels followed in the wake and hour by which stili stands at Machico. The discovery of the island of
oated on the hour the surges and angry green sweiled higher and highcr Madeira bas been of great use to the worid ; and thus we sec

and tossed the littie ship like an egg-shell, now toward the again iilustrated in its history the great fact-tbat man pro-
found me a leaden sky and now with a swift rush into the watcry abyss. poses but God disposes.-S. G. W Benjamin in The Inde-
re the music Yes, it began to be a question at last not whether they P~endent.
Ais we wcre should reach France, but whethcr they would ever again see
rought some land or make a port. THE SONG 0F THE LAURENTIDES.
ýeal 1 strolicd Day after day the gailey scudded under a rag of canvas
The rnuzzles before the furious, bowling northeaster, roliing ber guuwaics Here from the dawn of creation,
webs, a cir- under and shipping tons of water that tbreatened to seud ber So rmtewm fteerh

ncss of the to the bottorn. Every timber creaked and groaned, and every So rmtewm fteerh
h had given man on board vowcd candles to the Virgin or promised to do Waiting the sotind of a nation
ýs had corne penance at the first shrine ta which they shouid corne, if onlv Noble and strong frorn its birth;
had ianded heaven wouid bring thcrn safe to land. They had no cbarts Winters and summers unnumbered
is lady love of the regions toward wbich thcy were beading. One day Passed us wiLlh ceaseless refrain,

id thcîr ship through the mist the high coast of Spain was seen off Cape Wakened us not as we slumbered,
er becu there Finisterre. Then they kncw tbey were across the Bay of Bis- Sett hi hdw an

cay, and began to hope the fury of the storm rnight stacken. Sett hï hdw an
the Scveuth, Neyer in ail their experience had the boid captain and his
tbings hap- pilots encouutered sucb weathcr. But the storrn coutinued Sandalled our feet with their roses,

r Dorset, as and stili the gailey spcd southward ; the winds grew wariner Girdted our loins with their snows,
itled gentie- and the skies more blue, but the wind held and the surges iRobed us with ir that encloses
agiand, ucar seemcd higher than ever.Qeoftseurssepofth Limbs in their matchless repose;
Dfa romautic captain and severai of the crew. Storrns gatbered round us and thundered,
cilow them in At iast the wiud rnoderated, and the sca began ta grow Boits at our helpiesanees hurled-
than love of more peaceful. Evcry ane was exhausted to the iast degree ;
father was a they knew nat where they were, and their best navigator had Firmly we stood, as we wondered,
unts he was been lost. Whiie they were debating what course ta take, a Here from the birth of the world.
famiiy infer- sharp-sighted oid sait at the mast-head shout " Land ho!"
ýcovered that Every anc sprang on deck. It was a surprise ta every one Calmly we gaze on the river
returned his on board, for no one had ever seen or even heard of land in Forced through the gorge in a spray,
ernly forbade that quarter. Poor Anna d'Arfct crept out from ber couch Chafino' with ceaseless endeavour,
other plans and, ieaning ou the arrn of Roger, gized wistfully at the gray Gaiefudtosaa
Roger was form which rose tike a mist above the sea. A mass of cloudsGritfodaonaay

distance from brooded over the sumnmit of the lofty mounitains, which gradu- Spread in a crystal beneath us
aliy toak shape as the gaiiey drifted toward this uuknown land. Mirroring features our own,

y those wha Passing around a long, lofty, rocky cape the ship came under Crowned with the clouds that enwreath us,
te it proved the trerndous precipices of this uewly-discovered coast, and Tint blending tint into tone.
Machim con- ber crew gazed amazed on the dense forests which grew ta the
re no opinion watcr's edge, and the cataracts which, as if from the clouds,Fieasatduwthpson

ith bim after dropped ta the sea. ieasilduwthpson
amn not ac- But loveiy and grand as was this sublime solitude, and Scorched in their withering might-
history does pleasant as it was ta se land once more, yct Rager Machim Heard we the hoary pines crash on
.busv carres- was flot without fear ; for the new land rnight be peopled by The brow of same far distant beight;
in a plan for savages and cannibals, or mansters, such as disturbed the imn- Soon came the summers renewing,
rmined char- agination of the men of those days ; and bis conscience mot Grass-blade and leaf on the- plain,
that it woutd hîrn, as if be feit that Providence had brought a punishrncnt And, all aur nakedness viewing,
part of Eng- on them ail for ieading that fair young girl from ber English Ctothed us with verdure again.
and he woutd bomne.
b orne ta end The gatley dropped auchor at the entrance of an enchaut-

iug, rctired cave, calicd frorn that time Machico, after Rager Races of savages hunted,
nd there take Machim. The water was deep and beautifully blue and clear; Fougbt by the swift.flowing tide,

a nc of ber it was tike motten turquoise. The bottom of the ship couid The riddle of life here confronted,
[y servant to be distiuctly seen from the surface as she floated there, and Lived to tbeir knowtedge and died
ve becu well- it lookcd for ail the world as il it were made of solîd tur- Felt, as the leaves in Noveinher,
t is a sad and q uaise ; the fish that darted under the keel aiso looked like tur- Where ere the north wind bath blown,
ce ber home, quaise fish. 'Neyer on the coast of England hbad they secu
tirnes, when any such ioveiy effects in the water as anc secs at Madeira. Burnt ta the crisp of an ember,
France was Tenderiy they assisted the sick and carcworu lady over the After the summer is flown.

of the earth. ship's side iuta the boat, and rowed ber ashore. She was,
esitate. Her perbaps, the first wornuwbo bad stepped foot ou that most Here we are restiug, reposing,
ting in a littie witching of ail the isies of the sea. They were, perhaps, the Tilt aur long tife day is doue,
d'Arfet, with first human beings who ever trod en the yellow sands of that And, al bis secrets disctosing,

id through the solitary paradise. iesythvcor'wneold servant A clearing was soon made arnid the forcsts that came ta iesy h vcayswn
:îrth into the the shore, aud a tent was soon spread out of au old sait. AllFlere we shaît be when the auget
îe drawbridgc. werc exhauste4 with anxiety, hardship and despair. But at Summons the dead ta arise,
;t ook at the last they seemed ta bave found a baven of repose wbere they iPeals out the iast great Evangel,
ncut a dismat could rest, gather strength and collcct provisions ta enabte Down through the stopes of the skies.
ote of a fate- them once more' t6, set sait for suuny France. They soon -. L oei h ek
ear. from ber found that there were na savages, that in fact they were the-KL.JnsinTeWek
ver from ber anly souis in that insular solitude, and that neither wild beasts

nor poisonous reptiles were there ta disturb thern. TE plusb, velvet, and sitk hangings must go. Seats
h bis attend- Auna d'Arfet, with ber maid and Rager Macbim, remaiued must be covered with smootb leather that cau be washed
ni the. cry wmas ou shorewith part of the crew; -the r-- Cstafth re kptOliffcr-t g-epac-t rg. a e .hke i.teapn.i

sails on yards had thcy laid her away in a grave a littie rem oved from the A MODEL RAIL WA Y.
lance of long shore than poor Rager Machim aiso yicided ta bis doom. His T riugtan-Route C. B. & Q. R. R. operates 7,000 miles cf

bt itesugb bis as bonsbraand w dayis more tbe survivors folded drh termini in Chicago, St. Louis, St. Paul, Omaha, Kansashtig he ouh is ans o hs reat ndlaid him beside Auna d'Are. ty~ Denver. For speed, salety, couifaît, equipmeut, track and
ând, or Spain, After waiting long in vain for the gailey ta returu the tbree 51cient service it bas no equat. The Burlingtou gains new patrons
aught south of or four saitors wbo werc ieft on the island fîtted up tbe smal but loues noue.


