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T HE proceedin.,s of the Prcsbytery of Guelplh,
as reported i n the Çlo1(bc of Friday la st, mnust

have proved very interesting readfiîg to the Metho-
dist preachers and others who rushied in to attack
the Session of Knox Church, Gait, and champion
the cause of the persons the Sussion sti-t)endded.
Before this business is over, those imipertinient mced-
lers may find heresy caucs like poverty' and poýdtîcs,
sometimes iead people iinto strange comi)anv\. ''ihe
Gîtai-diaii pursued a dignifled, nicigib< uri-l course.
Brother Dewart does flot love Caivinistic doctrine.
but he takes no risks in the way' of cm)ipatininshîp,
for the mere purpose of having a sli-p1 at Calvinismn.

THE Clristian-at- Woi-k is surprised to lIern that
four justices of the United States Supremne

Court and one ex-President have given it as their
opinion that the Constitution of the United States
needs no amendmnent. The ex-Presidet-l-laycs-
very naturally thinks it would be an amiend ment to
lengthen the Presidential termn, but lie does flot know
of any other improvement needed. The G/i-islian-
at- Work wonders why these distini-,u"ished person-
ages cannot sce that the matter of divorce ou1ý,ht to
be attended to. There are now forty-six différent
divorce laws, prescribing thirty different causes, and
the divorce courts annul about twenty per cent. of
the marriages. Our contemporary need not wonder
that these distinguished personages sece no need for
a reform. Wlien did any reform begin in the higher
strata of society and xvork- downiwards ? Rcformns
usually begin with the people and work upwards.
Our neîghbours will have one divorce law for ail the
States when public opinion forces their rulers to make
one, and flot a day sooner.

S0 far as public opinion is concernied, an inves-Stigation unduly prolonged has littie or no
moral weight. The common sense of the average
man tells hirn that what cannot he proved ini a rea-
sonable time cannot bc proved at ail. If the Lon-
don Times, with half-a-dozen leading counsel and a
small array of detectives, cannot conncct Parnell
with Irish outrages, either there was no connection
or the connection cannot be shown. If half-a-dozen
most energetic and able prosecutors, aided by a law-
yer, cannot prove in ten days that a Mý,ethiodist
preacher takes too much whiskey, the chances are
a million to one that he doesn't take any at al], or,
at ail events, very littie. The importance attached
to a «"smell," which the witness said may have corne
from without ; to an alleged boa thouse " decoction,"
which may flot have been liquor at ail, and to a red
face, which scores of witnesses mill swear is always
-- d :_L-9ht-eahe-temprtnc atahe-t1 tes

aries have L-enerally been such as were flot very anxious to
find the natives moral and intelligent beings. They forget, or
will ot remember that human sacrifice and the power of an
idolatrous priesthood; a svstem of proflîgacy unparalleled in
any other part of the world ; infanticide, a consequence of that
system ; bloody wars, where the conqueî ors spared neither
wmen nor children-îhat ail these uhînLs have- heeri abol-
ished, and that dishonesty, intemiperânce and licer,îiusness
have been greatly reduced by the introduction of Christianîty.
In a voyager, to forget these things is a base ingratitude ; for
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should hie chance to be at the point of shipwreck on some un-
known coast, lie wîll rnost devoutly prav that the tesson. of the
missionary may have extended thus far.
We shouid think he xvouid. If the missionary lias
neyer been there, the natives may use the vo\-ager
for table purposes. If the lesson of the mnissionary
has been iearned, the voyager is safe. IDarwin was
flot an eminent Christian, but lie lbac more sense
than some clergymen have- Canon Taylor for
examipe.__________

A VERY ciever Episcopal mninister xvriting in
one of our exchianges, illustrates what lie con-

siders the weak points in nioni-E-piscopal chuiches in
a painfully strikinog wayI. Diotrephes and jezebel
are raisýing a disturbance in N; r. Jonie-< chiuich. The
I>resb\xter-y or classis-ciassis is the Dtitcli reforineci
naine for a Presbx-terv---ta 1k the mnatI er ový r at the
spring mieeting(, sax- it is a " shieii," " too bati," etc.,
but do nothiîîg, \'Vben the fail meecting cnes rounid
the case bas becomie xorse andl a comnntwe i,, ap-
pointed to visit Ai r. Jones' cburch, and dual witbi
Diotrephes and Jezebel.

Then the august body appoints an auigust co.nmittee to go
down to X- anîd setule thie d fficultY. But the aug!ubt cuîm-
mittee tind that task an easier one~ to taik about tlîan tii do.
When they rea h X-, if it wvas a debt iliat lhad bruken
themi down, they meet a people with the courac!e aIl] uzed (ut
of ihem- ; or Ifift wsv- the social rock on which the church had
splir, there are Diotrephes and Jezehel in full swing and hiold-
ing the ground, triomiphant ''No tlank Yiui, no aîîgust corn-
mittee uf rlassis for us. \'e vant none. l- sh-id betier
mmnd, etc., etc.' And ihe augwst coininitttre reports accord-
iiegly. But in the meantlime " grevi)is wuîlves enter in, not
sparing the flo)ck, and among their owîî selves men arise
speaking perverse thîngs to draw away the disciples afier
them." So the churî h is deprîrted, piece by piece, as in îuld
t1imes the conciuering kings deportu d c'ties beam bý beam and
stone by stone to build up îîther chties. Tliere had been over-
sight in this case. but it was put in the %vrîng place. Classis
or Presbytery shaîkes out its sk!rts and sa>s: " \Ve did atl we
could, but they rej, cted otîr intervention?' But the intervention
was ill-t'med and toi) late ; as mnuch so as the reserves of the
great Eniperor at Waterloo.

Ail this may bc truc and perhaps happens in soi-e
Presbytery every day, but w/'j' should liresbyterial
oversight be in the wrong place, or 1'resbytcrial inî-
tervention be ili-timned and too late. TFle fauit is
flot in the sx-stern. If tiiere is any fault it inust be
in the mnen \vbo admninister it. There is noreso
%vbiy the over,ýiight of a Presbytery mi'Ait not be qtuite
as efficient as the oversiglît of a bishop and much
more so. It is somnetimes urgred tlîat bishops au-e
better qualifled to exercise supervision thani ordiniarx-ý
Presbyters ; that they areclîighlv educated ge-ntle-
men, with x -ell cultivated jLuiclial faculties and i ucli
experience in controlling theiselves andi others.
Presbyters on the other baud, it is contendcd, are
often young inexperiencedl mni, or meni total]\, devoud
of judicial training or abdlity, and soînetiines mcin
who are strongiy biassed by personal or local influ-
ences. Thou-h ail this should be true to a certain
extent the Presbyterian systein makes ample pro-
vision for tbe difficuity by the rkhglt of apei One
move upxvand from the local coiurt p)uts. the matter
iin the hands of as faim and as able mcin as any bishop.
There are fexv intellilgent Episcopalians in Ontario
wbo xvould not admit that Dr. Reid, Principal Caveni,
Dr. MVcLaren, or Dr. Gregg, are as capable of dealiingI
xvith any difficuit rmatter as any bishop Canada ever
saw. It is easy to bold uip the " august lîresbytery "
and the " august committee " to ridicuile in thecir
efforts to deal Nvitbi Diotrephes and Jezebecl. There
is a stronger arm fartber on, and when that armn
makes itself felt Diotrephes and Jezebel niot iinfre-
quentiy go over to the Epîscopal Church and are
received without any certificate.

many an interesting and proflt;ib'e nei hc
had tbey more tirne at their dispos tl, they xvould be
glad to attend. Man\,, both men and woînen, wliosc
time is busily occupied, nevcrtheless, devote as inucbi
as they possibly ciii to the faithfui and diligrent
preparation of the Sabbath- school lesson, becausec
they are rightly convinced that, thorough,itl!gt
and prayerful preparation of the iessoîî is itndispens-
able to efficient and profitable teachinçgi.
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The interesting conferenèe, held last week, serves
to mark the progyress and improvemnent achieved in
this miost important part of practical Christian work.
The aielss, and siipshod methods of teaching, now
almnost things of the past, would break doxvn almost

'n Sabbath schooi of the present day. The
absence of order and system which rendered pro-
fitable instruction weil-nighi impossibl'e is also
amiong the tbinigs that were. In our best Sabbath-
schools the proceedings are marked by an orderlîness
and method that are productive of the very hest re-
suits. Advanced Sabbath-school superintendents
ancd teaclhers are working up to the realization of
I)cr-fect ly orderily and well-behaved schools, flot
bv cast-iron mile and reducing ail to mere mechan-
ismn, but by the frec exercise of intelligence and
righit moral influence. Even the metiîod of gov-

Ctlga Sabbath-scbooi successfuiiy is in itself a
vuulecducational influence.

Thouru1huhre and there at rare intervals a mnild
objection ma\, be uttered against the International
sci-ies of lesson)s it is ail but universally recognized
as ()necOf the best that can be adopted. It is non-

setranot desh'ncd to advance at the expense of
otheris thc interi sts of auiy one d&nomination, but
con-tructed b- several of the abiest and most dis-
tincýtlvrirsetaiemen of allevangelical churches.
fI secuires the titiiform study o f the Scriptures, while

1 vngjust Proninlence to the in-ýpired teiichîngi con-
cerning t he way of salvation. Tite wide adoption of
thîs series is in itseil a 1ractical (. mbodimeîît of the
I)-Ci Stru itb containied in the Apostles' Creed, " 1
believe in the Comimuniion of Sainits." On ail the
continenlts of the globe, eamnest Christians of every
denomîination are directing-I th2cir studious inquiries
to the saine portion of Scripturc, and on Sabbath
millions of children are learning the same precious
tiuths that are dsge to save and bless man-
kind. Uav it nut Uc that the large accession of
mulsl(uoniry impulse in whichi the church is at presenit
rejoicinq is in som-e imeasure owing to the unity of
effort throughiout the world in Sabbath-school work..
Vet larger, and grecater blessings may reasonably be:
anitiei[îate(l fromn the uise of the International series
of Suivi--scliool lessons, xvhen successive generations
of scholars have taken thecir places in the activities
of the church and of the world.

Conferences and conventions of Sabbath-school
xvorkeýrs, Hike everything else, may hiave their defects,
but on the whole they are eminently useful, and to
youniger teachers thcy ofttimes prove very valuable.
Ful anid initclli<,enit discussion of Sabbathischool
mecthods cannot fail to be eminentiy hielpful to all
whose udeas are not reîidered im-movable by precon-
ceix-ed notions. Several valuabie addresses were
deiivered at iast week's conference by men of emin-
en1ce in Christian schoiarship and lu practical experi-
etice in Sabbath-schooi teachiii. C ircumstances ut-
ifv speciai reference to some distinguishied strangers
wbo attendeci the conference and rendered valuabie.
service in connection witb its proceedings. Dr. Dun-
ninY('- of Boston, contributed flot a little that xvasý
interestîng and instructive to those who had the grood
fortune to he-tr bis, address, but tie chief featuire of
interest xvas the presence of Mrs. W. F. Crafts, of'
New York, vho hias been endowed with rare natural
aptitude for teaching which hias been diligentiy
and conscientiousiy cultivated, enabiing lier to
secuire and retain the interested attention of the
youngcst 1)upils. Many xviii profit by the numerou s
valulable hints tbiro\vn out in speech and experimer it.
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ness and the force of the Gospel truths they utter,,
l)rt)itcc favourable impreýssions on their hecarers, in
spite of the sensationai and catch-penny devices toe
xvhich they think it Wise to resort. Direct beiieving,.
earnest speech on religions subjects, wull in most, if*
îlot in ail cases, command respcctful attention. The
m,înotony of m-erely conventional addresr, is neyer
rousiing ; it is soporiflc rather, but when a man is
dominaàted by sincere religous conviction, he is usu-
ally able to speak from the heart to the heart.


