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vcs, l'ni a w-caver, anti cachl day,
The thieacls of Ille I spinl,

Andi be the colaurs %vitalt he)- îa)-.
1 Stijl must weave tlîcm in.

U'ith nîorning liglît there contcs tht thoumii,
As 1 my task t'rgin--

MNy Lord ta me ncw ihreads lias ibtaîîgitt,
Andi bids mc vreavc thern in.,,

Sametimes Hi uesm thncads of gold,
To brighten upve tht y>:

Then sombre tinîst, Sa llcak anti colti,
Thât change the gaiti ta giray.

1ilis love, aias I 1 of t forget
WVhen these dark tiîreads 1 Spin,

That cause me grief andi pain, ibut ycî
lie billsîne Ilwcave tiem in."

And so my shuttie svifîly dies,
WVith threatis batil goiti andl gi-av

Andi on 1 tail tili dayiight (tics.
Anti fades in uîight away.

Oh, whcn my day or toit is o'cr,
Andi I shal i cease ta Sina,

IIe'Ii 0pen widc mny father's <baor,
Anti bM me rcst within.

Then, xait ai home in hcaveniy light,
1Ilow cieaiy) i shait sec

That cvcry tbreati, the dark. the titight,
Each ane hiat nee in ta le S. I- CUTIIIIEmT.

M7E GOSPEL AFLOAT.

A Mediierranean twilighi-bow short it is !How
quickly tht nigbi is upon us 1 Tht sun is siaking
towardti he western horizon ; the western sky
deepens in colour; tht watcr-so, bcautiiuiiy blue 'so cxquisite ha effect whîea a wavc breaks, anti
spreatis ils iacc-wonk, ai snouvy foani aver the under
grounti ai biuc,-changes its aspect with a surprhsing
rapidity. The blùe takes ami a wariath ai tante wlîch
is passing beautiful. Tht sun sinks; tho sea assumes
.ï depih, ai rcgà' purpie calour, andi the horizon is
streaket with tht " intolerable ratitance " oi crimson
anti goiti, which ta reproduce on canvas wouid be
vateti unnatural. A weird uncentaha light for a iev
momtnts, anti then i is night. The, copious tiews
begin ta fait, anti tht air assumes a chiliness in ter-
rible cantrast ta the heat ai the day. Voyagers in
general consuit safety anti caifon by retreat mata
siait-rooin or saloon.

The night hati aiways set ta beoan vur service
ceaseti. Xt was my custam ta walk up anti dowvn tht
teck with -:îiet, uninaesteti thouglît for canipanion
for sanie taine before I jained tht passenger circie in
tht saloon. Thus i w-as that yet anaîher phase af
work presenieti itatif. WVrapt ha niy own thouglits,
promenatiing tht tiark anti loaeiy dock, afier aur ser-
vice la "the church inh tht fo'c'stle," 1 'vas gentiy die-
taineti by samne ont canceaieti fromni ie by tht daik-
ness. Il was tht ba's'n, a square-built, stolit L)utch-
man. Ht bat beon ai ail tht services, but bat
evideaceti nothing beyonti tht interest ai bis attca-
tance. Intecti, a less iikeiy subjecî for imipression 1
hati seidom met.

Ill waar tn speak, to yau, sir." I expresseti ry
wiiiingntss ta talk w-ith Iii.

I arn very rniserabit,sir,a.t 1 thought as perbaps
you wouida'î mind me tefing yau somethîng about
nîyseif, sir."

1 encourageti bis confidence. Ho toiti me ho htall a
relig'ous wife. She was a Mlethodisi. Ht knew she
w-as prayiag for hlm. Often hati the thought ai ber
prayens annoyed ti in h is 'tickedness, but aaw lie
feut so miserablt th.4ý titi not kaw w-bai ta do.
Ht skttchtti for me-his Ille mn dark, sati colours. Ht
titi nai spart himaseif. "I1 want now ta be a Chris-
tian, sir, i e my w-uc, that w-hon 1 go home, 1 shtah
make ber bappy *as she bas nover been bcfore.1
Shrouieti b> tht tiarkntss, w-c coriverseti together ai
thetîhings that beloageti ta ciernai lieé. 1 poîntid
hima ta the Saviour, w-ho wouid caît noue out w-ho
came ta Him-. 1 found, ha conversation, that my
frienti Tandy, bis mate, w-as aisa in deep coacera
about biis sou]. I arrangeti ta mecet themn bath ha tire
bo's'n's state-roorn ailler next evening's service.

on cateringtbc state-rooni as arranget, iluore were
not oniy tht bo's'n anti bis mate, but a bay ai thinteta
Ur fourteen years ai age-, ecdi w-îth o. Bible be!ore

Mina. ht uas expiaineci apoiogeticaily ta me, by the
linîclin, tlint lic andti iis boy hati been ratlier
"l ciiuny Il for some tine, anti tîmat tlîey hati been
trying to have prayer togetiier for sanie niglits pasi
anti that lic woulci iike the lad ta get gooti as well as
iiscii. 1 willingly ancd jayfully assenteti ta lus pre-
sence. Tien 1 hati ta hecar Taniy's story. la a %vord
t %vas this :lic liadt oniy been marricti threc wceks
whcin hie starteti on ibis tri;>. lie describeci hiniscif as
fcaring neillher Cati, mîani, nor the dcvii. My prayers
for the ticar ancs left beiniii inci drawn ont his syni-
patlîy, anti nawv, like the bo'j'n, lie wouid like ta go
hionte a Christian. Wc in a happy conférence ta-
geiluer for over nu laur. 1 rend wiih thein, pral cd
with anti for tirent, anti lefi tho fo'cstic with a grate-
fui becart, tlînt Cati ias using a feebie iastrumcntality
ta draw bcart.q ta Il iniscif.

Tlîc canstituency of inquirers siowly increaseti, until
1 was acquainteti with the outiines oi the personal bis-
tory ai liaitthe crewv.

'l'lt work was not confineci ta the crec>v. Standing
ani the bridge at aigît, a conversation wouiti bc begun
by the officer on the watch, reveaiing that interesi in
"Tu'le Gospel Afloat I bi extenclet ta the superior
officers ai the ship. INIny a confidence was inîparteti
ta nie in these dark aigbts, anti many a resoive ex.
presseti ta leati a difféent life. How noar Cati uns t
The tiark yeî star-lit sky, tht sahemin sea, the impres-
sive silence, conibinoti ta inake these scenes sacreti.
The l'zlowship an the bridge tati the meetings for
prayer in the officte quarters can nover be fargaîtea.
One officer 1 must litre specialize. Ile uvas tht third
oifîcer-,.a gcaîiem-.niy young felaow, ai gond inmily
anti educatian. He was a great favaurite ivith tht
passengers anti crewv. The "IIod, aid story " toucheti
bis heart, anti drew him iat close iellowsbip with me.
At bis reqîîest 1 frequentiy visiteti bis Statc-raom; ancl
knceiing rit the saine camp-staol, with hanti ciasping
band, ivc aiten enjoyeti swttct feliowship ait the throne.
Aiter ive pai-tet at Liverpool, I neyer hearti frian huai
again. Ht hatl ta nmnke a voyage in a sailing ship ta,
qualify for a înasîer's ccrtiflc.ate. WVhispers liave
reaclict mc ai tht wreck ai bis ship-ruc or not 1
cannai tel]. Tire possibility but attis trulli ta aur
short feiiowsiip in the Gospel.

May the secti casi uncler sucb impressive condi-
tions yet appear in barveit farn ta tht giory of Cati 1

A tiifficuity presenîtdi sel1 ia the scarcity ai Bibles
in the fo'c'sle. Out of a crû%v of fifty-one, thore were
only four Bibles and ane prayer book. This difficul-
ty presenteti itself tu me as w-c were nearing Malta.
1 laid tht malter before tue captaha, andi suggestecl
thai he anti 1 shouiti join in purchasing Bibles for the
crcw. I was picaset w-ith the readiness witli wbicb
hc respantiet. 'e w-cnt not, bowtver, ailowed ta
onjoy a moaopoly. Several ai the passengens insisi-
et an belping ia tht goond work. Sufficient maney
w-as cashly raiseti before wte anchoreti in Valetta Har-
bour. It w-as Saturday afternoon wht:î w-t went
asimore ta sec tht city, anti inake aur important pur-
chase. Ater getthng nid ai that Maitese piague-
self-invitet guities-we stroileti tiwn the principal
street, the Strada Reale, in search af the Bible Sa-
ciety's tiepôt. Failing ta finti it, wve inquireti. WVith
a significant shrug, aur informant answeneti IlThe
pniests have dont for that."1 How tht prieýzs lînti
managet that piece of %vork, which ive inew wouiti bt
coagenial wvork, ve titi flot lean ; but, sure enougli,
the depôt bat ceaseti ta cxist. On the iollowing day.
after reiunng froni service in tht Scotch Church, wve
founti a uvay oui ai aur difficuity. An agent ai the
Seamcn's 'Mission was on board distributing tracts ta
the mcn. Tei'im 1 stateti the case. Very kiatily hie
offéeec ta seli me ait lie bat, andti îking bis mission
boat, w-îîh uls snouv-whitc awning, he u"as soan back
willi a large parcel af Bibles. The IIblue peler"» was
flyîng ni the fore. As I shouiti bave no oîiîcr appar-
tunity till w-c reachect Smyra 1 thercione eifecîtid
the punchase ai fifîy-one ilibies on the bunday after-
noon, witbout the siightest consciousncss ai liaving
brokea tht fourth coinmaadmet. There were no sug-
gestions ai Sabbaîh araunti. Tht marlet ontht quay
w-as ia full apenatian, and Maitese "pack ina" uvere
busily tryhng ta setuce our lady passoagers iat pur-
chases ai lace anti jeweilery.

Front the îxîissionary ta tht scamren 1 gathetetid
much information. Ht drew a sati picture ai tht re-
ligiaus condition af Malta. It was averrun with
priesis, w-ho bat the people completcly in iii ir power.
Po;ntig ta bis hit -puni, matie fast ta aur gangway

with tIl words Il Mission Ilat praininentiy painteti
on lier bows, lie said ie o ha infinite trouble ta securc a
boy ta rugi hlmii front ship) ta shili in the prosecuition af
bis work. Tire boy lie bnci theti was, of caî'rse, ni
Roinanist, andi lic reniaiti with hii,îî becatîse lie
lind <îuietly resigncd hinisoifln the perditionî bis
priest had prnlphesicd for bcitng in the service OC at
lhcrctic.

My nîîissianary frictic haid given bis boy n lBie,
requesting Ilbil to rend il. Soon the lible disa-
îîcarcd. The falloivng conversation accurs

Il 'lcre is your Biible, Guiscppîe?
No answcr.
"MVlerc is your Biible ?"

Iln the ire, sir."
«You haven't, burnti h ?
"'î's, 1 have, sir."
"%Vhy werc you sa wickcdV>
«The priest caine ta Ilie bouse nc1 matie tac. He

snicl i wns a bnci book."
IlDo yau think it wvas a bnci book ?h

Wei'cl," siid the siissionary, Ilyou sec nue cvery
day rcnding that book ta others, nc tenching wlîat
tenchesit: what do you think wili beconie of nie V'

Il ou'll go ta biell, w2 vs the rcady answcr.
"But îwhat wvill becoîne of yod? Von row Ill

about th-it 1 nay reati ant encli."
l'Il go ta bell ton, sir."

1 needeci no furtiier proof tbat the people in tbis
Britisli Dcpentiency were priest ritiden ilian the
sountis anti scenles af rcvclry on the castern shore of
Y'aIctta liarbaur on that Sabbath -tfternoen. Racing
in sacks, cliînbing greascti pales, grotcsquc muni-
mûries, wcre part of the observance af a Maltese Sab-
bath. Anti -ail tbis arrangeti andi paîtronizeti by the
priests tlieniscives l-aWd undcr tire Britishi fiag 1-
Red'. IV Scot, à! flic Ca,:i:diazg in1id.-,ieit.

A GOODEI>R AC.

God knows me better than 1 know mysef. He
knoivs my gis anti ny powers, niy fadlings anti ry
wvcancsses ; îihat 1 cnn cdo, anti cannai do. Sa 1
desire ta bc el i; ta foliow Him, andi 1 amn quite smie
that He li thus crnaille te ta (In a great deai more
in ways wbich seem ta nie almost a waste in Ille, in
advancing His cause, than 1 coulu in any other way.
1 arn sure af that. Inîellectualiy, 1 arn wcak; in
schalarsiîip, notbing ; in a tbonsanti things, a baby.
lie knaws tnis, andi so H-e lias led me andi greatly
biesseti me, who amni obocly, ta be of sanie use tn my
Church anti feilow-mcn. How kind, howv goond, baw
compassionate art Thou, O Gati 1 O ny Father,
keep nie humble i Hcip nie ta bave respect toward
my fcliow-nicn, ta recognize these several gifts as
fron'rhec. Deliver me front the diabolical sins of
malice, envy, or jealousy, anti give mie hcarty jny in
my brotiîcr's gooti, in his work, in bis gits anti talents,
anti m'y i be truiy glati in bis superiority ta niyseif,
if Cati be glorifled. Root out weai;- vanity, ail deviibh
pride, ail that is abhorrent tu the minti of Christ.
Gad, bear my prayer. Grant me the %vondrous jay
af huinility, wbicb is seeing Thce as ail in ail.-
Nop marn ilacléod's Diary.

HO0 W WiHISKE- Y S TARB TED TH1E
REBELLIOM

Generai Thomas W. Conway, ai a tenîperance lec-
ture in Norwich, repeateti an interesting story, tolti
bini ycars ago by Admirai Sertmes, ai the rebel
cruiser Alabaina, ai the way in wvhich wbiskey starteti
the Rebeliion. Accortiing ta Semmes, just after the
election af Plrcsidcaî Lincoln, a confcrence af Soutbi.
crm leadcrs was lîitl iat tire St. Charles Hotel, New
Orleans, ta decide upan which course they should
foiiow. At tbc opening of the discussions af ihat con-
iéence tbe prevaiiing sentiment anti a decidect ma-
jority wvcre against a declaration of wvar. Tht nmaio-
rity ai cooler heatis, whcn sober, %vec agaiasi it,
Tht discussion continueti until a tli hour. At length
whiskey andi ice wcere brought up. Tbe memboiî i0o
the conference, santie ai theni spnringiy ai fhrst, im-
bibed. Baille aCter bottia wvas produceti. As a re-
suit those ai firsi opposeti ta war, under the influende
ai drink, werc influenceti by the others ; anti when
the conference br')ke up, near dayligbî, .nearly tbe
efltire .body ai Southera representatives werc ini
favour ai aîaking war upon the fiag and the govern-
ment.-.41bany joutwal.


