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Cangregations arc nflen biamnat for not calting a
pastor in Icas tut.r th-in a year or two. I ii %-erY un-
fartunata, that any %lrea in bnli havec., lcngth-
ecdvacanry 1 ong ta,-anrirs art- lieuncil, points ti
tht h'resliyterian çysîcmn Wittinut a paîmotr tlwe people
scatter. Ty oaayir nln he Tianse
wha de not go are tioi very likciy to grow in nny<lîing
but their critira) qu.iliaitoc for il nqjet. ne frar, lie ad*-
mitteth lai lieariiag cantdidates la not .-1 very spicmîual1
kinti ai exercise Mien tlhc %teps ltai n otccrr tlie
services of a pistnr art very likecly mn proLîtce fiion~i.
somactinies clhrrnir irritatinnanti -smetilmes someliing
waorse. A congregatinn net ds a grrat dil (if grace
anti sanctitict i nniiiin-Wflse <o gil iarougfl a long
vacanry without lieing iajured numerrically. finaiîcilly
anti spir-tually

But dte people arc vnt aiways to blame. Tht diffi-
cultie s arc colle rent in tlhe systeni. Acangregationcem-
poseti exciusiveiy- af miiitrr ivulti most ikcly have
ai perpetual vacancy If <bey duc! c'all a ai lie wvoîld
preliahiy net corne- ant if lie diti <,îma lit wouiti cer-
tainly net remain very long Onr nr tîva wise minis-
lors ma>', anti often do, give a pastor great lîellp by
thoir pathy, counsci anti prayers, as weiI as liy
actual . il, in the congregation, but fancy a congre-
gatien composeti entirely ai young anti mititle-ageti
minisiers 1 Noàati> necd ha airait of having a con-
1gregatien aiîhatkinti. hisucha congregattion existeti

* il neyer coulti at"ree or a cil-never. i wvoulti l>
vacant Mihen tht nîilcnnitini came in. Tht Church as
cailing- a professer ta a vacant chair lu Knox Col-
loge just non', andti hart is quite as anurl diversity o
opinion in regard to dlie kinti af mani <bat shoculti lic
calieti as ever existeti in any vacant congregation irn
regard to a pastor. Nexi lune may find the fathers
anti brethren not ready ta procceti. If bey do pro-
cecd i is as certain as any future event cn lie that
the caîl will net lic unanimous. Pcrhaps the nîinarity
may net yieid as gr.acefully as the minority in congre-
galions generally yiciti. Soea i hemin.-y even go se
far as ta say <bat <bey will 'îithdraw thicir suhscrip-
lions. \Ve hope nante of <hese unpleasant things wili
<alto place, but a discussion ai tlie question at prescrit
ivoulti run something like <lus

Dr. Saieman saidti lai, other things being ncairly
equal, he weuiti favour a manri ofadvanceti ytars anti
large experience. Mon af axperience 'vert prcrerred
in iaw, in medicine, in politics, andi, in fart, in ei'e-Nv
departmeni ai humari ictivity The ministry wvas
theoanly vocation in lut lin whicli cxpcriece toiti
against a man. He woîaid not say, like <he laie Dr.
Bcgg, <bat young men hati bee a failure in prominoni
positions ever since the days of Relinoani, but ha
woulti say <bat none but a trieti man shouli lic e-
trustoti with the traininig ai aur future niinisters. The.
position was anc af great, ha might -ilmost say over-
wheiming, rcsponsibulity, Wlioever occupied thait
chair woultigive character te the prcaching of <he
studtias for years te cornte. The man) who preaches
tht Gospel dots niast re-.ponsiblc' work, but <ha mnan
wbo maltes preachers accupias a miich more respon-
sible position. H.' huopeti nana but a min of mature
years anti large experience ît'ould li appoîntid. Tht
Doctor, liaving madie saine furtber remairk-s, <colt bis
seat amltist applause.

Tht Roi' Mr. *-muing-Biooti said hae differed entirely
froin Dr. Saenan. What tlie Churcli needeti andi
shouiti have was a young min. lie tiniadti <bt young
mren had liccn a failure since the days ai Rabobnani,
even if Dr. Iegg daid say sa. TIhr %vas na special
moien la ing aid. A mian's liîr<b vas a maîter over
which he hati ne contrai. Wa shall aIl be told sonnir.
tint if wc live hong cnougb. Saine af the wovrst îlîing%
in tht wcrlti are ali as weil as sonma ai tht best
Principal MacVicar n'as a youaîg man i"hen lie tooli
charge af aur coilege an Montreal, anti lie clialiengeti
tht; Presbyters.anisai ai the worîti te show a liciter
record tliaa tbat ai Montreal Cahiege I.Ioud ap-
piauso). Professor C.ampbell tchcers) was a young
mariwhen appointet ias sîilla young mari-antiif we
had as efficient a man mn the rcw chair as Johin Camp
bell-ire might lie ibanlifui. Professer Scrimgcr ira

* aise a young man. Otlter tbings ling nearly equa
ho was sîrongly la Cavour ofia young man.

'rihe Rev Mr. Sensible *îa-the-Last saiti he wam n
tlrcly oppasete < titis discussion about age. Il was
uindignificti, impertinent andi altogether tintyrthy ef
the occasion. i'hey didnit ivant a mani because ho
was aid or because he ivas yotung (applauise). rheir
duty was ta appoint dt best avnilable mria and trust
dit Lord ta givc him litalth and strength ta do bis
%vork (applause). It nuighit be round that a mani
sanicwvhat advanced in yenrs could work longer and
botter than a young man^ite ha a not trieti bis
stretigth nt continuous bard work. iet fenreti saime
people %vore trying ta maki: capital out of thisi Mi
about young moin. Snme ai those wlîa iere posing
an young meni vert gray, antd saime %vore balti (louti
lauglitcr.l. Siome of thcmt %vere gray cnougli and some
baiti enoug'h ta bc members of a Young Liberals'
Convention (laud cheers front the Tories), Ilas it
comc to this, tibM wben the Chiurch %vishtes ta ap-
point a mnan ta saine important work a committcc must
examîine bis tecth ta sec howv aid ho is, as horsetdealers
examine thet îeh of a horse? He atimitteti that age
%vas one consiticration, but il was anly one, andi not
by any mnas the most important ance. Mir. Yaung-
lilooti hati saiti that a man was not entitieti ta any
credit because he wnsbora a long time aga. Ne, nar
vras hc entjîleti ta any credit because lic was bamn a
short tinie aga. His position ivas that tbcy should
appoint the besi available man anti allow Providence
ta tietermine tht length of bis lire. This prcsump-
tuous way of rnding w~ith matters over wbich wc
hatino control neverendediin anythiîîg gooti. 1< was
for the Atmighty ta tictermine the lengtb af a man's
work-ing tinys. They blameti congregations and mis-
sion stations for objcîing eo the services af aid mien
andi thcy werc doing the saine îbing tbemselves. He
tboughit tbey niight at least bie consistent andi show
the people a gooti exanipi'.. Let thora appoint dt
besi available mi, andi not determine everytbing by
the mecre citaient of age (applause). The discussion
%vas continued at conisiderable lcngth; but we arc
coinpelied ta halti over tht remaintier of aur repzrt
until next week.

AlMERICA NCONGRESS 0F CW eRCHES.-JI.

DISCUSSION ON TUE FUNCTION OF WORSIIIP, ON-
DENSF.D FOR Till. CANADA PRFSi3YTERIAN.

The discussion in the Cong-ress in regard ta the
Funcmon of W~orship in promoting the life or tht
Chrisinn Church -coems ta have been not its leasi in-
teresting feature. The most important papers on tbis
subjeci wcre those or tht lRev. Dr. Barton anti Pro-
fessor Samuel Hopkins (Presbyterian), bathi of %vilai
put in a strong plea for a faim oi worship at least
partially lîturgical. W'e quete first fronm that of Dr.
Barton:

"IVhiIe prcaching is much adinired by miny, as
nourishing tht life of tht Lord in His members, by
thet ruth which it communicates ta theni, anti it cer-
tainly is nat ta bc disesteemeti in tbat respect, it is
probable that %vorship, righily anti diligenîly useti, is
stili more efficient in that very respect. Let us con-
siticr that for a moment: Divine truth as nourishing
that rcsurrcction hie in tht bosoin af the Church,
vvhich is ber nîost central andi essential feature, anti
worship as conveyîng anti carrying home that truth
in a manner truly pre-emnent-elhat is tht thought.

"Anti here 1 arn constraineti tosayandconfessthat
%vorsbip cannai do its whole gooti work as the vehicle
of truth to tht mind, cxcept as it is formulateti anti
prcscribeti by ge.neral authority, and is nat lerî to
the genius anti piety of the officiating minister, accor-
ding as lit ay happen te have the use of bis genius
anti bis piety at the moment. As a mins3ter in a non-
liturgical comuiIon, 1 can say tis more ciisily in
this presenire, perhaps, tban same ailier niinisters, anti
i do say il. There -ire extcîinporizing miinistersw'hose
çtudy of wvorship bas been se camplete, whose goati
sense is so gooti, anti whose natural gifts are so
great, that thcy accomplish a prctty complete litur-
gical sweep in their services, andi where ministers do
not accomplishi auch of' a swvecp as leadecrs af worship,
but bear down babitually anti only on a fcw ficts anti
d"wrines lying nearest the hcart of Cbristianuiy, Godi
iorbiti 1 shoulti dcny thcir acccss te God anti their
use as prenchers of truth tbraugh the worship <bey
conduet. But, taking ail things înto accaunt, il scemns
ta mc clear that in the one respect af divine trutit
ruly conveyed, conveycd in its entircty, anti conveycd

propottonately, a worshlp prescribed, or substanîillly
prescribedt, is not only valuable but Indispensable."

Sa aiuch for gener,1l prînciples lroiessor Hop.
kins, being a Presbyterlan, comet, tiown ta particulars,
in regard ta tit wo ship ai lIls cira Church , whichi, ho
says, neetis exhortation on tbis subjeci more thain any
allier:

IIn the Preshyterian Ciîurchi, the invocation at the
beginnîng, the twa hymns, tlie reading et a cîmapter
af the B3ible, the long prayer, andi, lasi but neo least,
the notices, are miercly the prelâcc, the portice, tha
prelude, ta the great act for whicb the people caune
together, naniely, the sermion. Tîmese arc thîngs that
have ta be sulimitteti ta befora thetreil substance of
the service can bo reacheti.

IlAccording te titis methoti, Cod la obviuusly miate
a inere convtlietice oinas an introduction, or endureti
as a necessity. Tht worship is net for Its ava salie,
but for the sake of tuie oraumon <liatis ta falloir.

IlHow %vide a departure this exhîbits iromt the Iticas
of the devout fraînirs of tht Westminster Directory
for WVorship is wehI known te every student of dt
history. They bac! discardeti tht imposeti liturgy
of tht prelatie Churcb cf Englanti; but ia the
1Churcb of Englard 1 perpetuated under ils ncw Prus-
byterian constitution, tht grave, decorous, ornat
spirit of liturgical warship %vas stili ta rie. The
whole business of the ascmnhleti congregation is calleti
'divine service'-the service or worship cf Cati.
Separate chapters provitie for the behaviaur ai the
people during this divine service,, for the reading anti
exposition ai the Scriptures, for tht singing af psalms.
Stili more carclulhy dots tht Dircctory provide for
public prayer.

"In tht chapter treathng oi titis subjcct, a large
ouiline is given of tht full anti camprehiensive prayer
that shoulti precede dte sermon. Tht substance cf the
tboughis to lic expresseti under cach ai thc3e beatis is
so fully given as to suggest dht idea, which he hisîoiy
afube tOirectory confirais, that the very language was
desig,,net te be useti, with a hit filling up, by such as
shouiti prefer taecmploy it as a forai. Professer
Brlggs, tht latest bistoriaa oi tht Westminster As-
sembly, says that tht Directory was cansîructeti with
tht dcflnite understanding <biat il was nlot ta bi u-
poseti in cvery particular ; anti that il titi not deter-
mine betwea t:u use ai Crec anti writtea prayer.
This malter iras left te the several churches, as tht
sphere in which ta exorcise Christian liberty.

IlChapter iv., Of tht Prcacning ai tha Word, con-
cluies thus: Asoneprimary tiesigrnoipuliicordinances
is ta pay social acis ai liomage ta tht Most Hîga Cod,
mninisters ought taobe careful not ta malce their semions
se lonig as ta interfere with or cxcludc tht more im-
portant dutics aof prayers anti praise 1

I beg Icave te repeai anti caphasize <bis dicturit
because il requires an immense ameunt afi teratian ta
bring the average Prebyterian mind ta an appred;a-
lion af it. Tht 'Westminster Directory;1 say, mails
the worship ai the sarictaîary *'tht more import-nt
part cf the service,' anti farbitis inaking the sermon
se long as ta interfere vith ir. If 1 should traînslate
ibis sentence, however, inta tht language ai modern
practice, it would reati thus: WVhereas the greai de
sign ai public ordinancte is te interesi the people with
a catefulfy-preparcti anti ncatly-dchivcrcd homilcuical
oration, therciore ministers shouiti sec le il tba the
Scriptures, tht hyi ns and îht prayers are gel through
Nith ini such moderato campass ai tame as nat ta detaja

tht audience tco long trom tht marc important busi-
ness oi listening ta tht sermon 1 Tht Wecstminster
divines were very far fron intcntiing ta bandi aver
public devotion ta~ tht impulses cf con<empararicous
invention, ta the iterations cf narron habit, or to thie
varying meacti cf tht officiatîng minister. Taking
the history cf tha English Church during the previaus
half-century muao considoration, il is surprising, net
<bat the 'Westminster divines shoulti have expresseti
iheanselves miltily in faveur of fret prayer, but that
they shouiti not have centinneti, in unsparing terras,
dit use cf any forais ai prayer whatevcr. Under
ailier circumstances, il is quite certain that these grave,
scholarly anti dignifitti men woulti have beeri as rcatiy
ta reccaimenti the useof the venerable anti Scriptural
forais te whicb <bey hati ai their lives been accus-
tameti, as Luther, Calvin, Mlancthaon, Bucer, John
Knox anti tht ather Màet reformers %vere.

IlPublir-prayer is common prayer, anti cught ta ex-
press in grave, dignifleti phrase, the common irants
af an enîirc congregation. Trivial phrases and brakcen
utterances art bore oui af place. The rosult is tbat


