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COMMENTING on our recent references to remarks
made in the House of Commons by some members
when petitions against the Francluse Bill, signed by
nunisters and others  were 1eceived  with derisive
shouts, which we have ueen subseqguently assted were
uttered in a jocular mood, our wide-awiake contem
porary, the Glasgow (hrisfian Leader, takes occasion
to say: “\We are glad to see the chiel Canadian organ
of the Presbyterian Church speaking out on the sub-
ject as becomes a representative of the communion of
Juhn Knox.”

“ KNOXONIAN " is a writer of rare accuracy. Doth
his opinions and statements of fuct nay be unhesita-
ungly accepted, but the best of neen und the most
capert writers may make an owaswnal shp. Ourdis-
tuguished contributor has deviated shghtly from Ius
habitual panstaking correetaess i treating the College
Question.  ‘The paragraph relatmg to Mamitoba Col-
lege needs revision. It was not established two years
ago at London. It was in eaistence long betore,
having been founded some years previous to the Union
of 1875. The London Assembly’s action was the
appointment cf otie of the men most competent in the
Church to fill the office of Principal and Professor of
‘Theology. The appointment was made, as “Knox-
onian™ remarks, with most delightful unanimity. As
time rolls past, there is not likely to be any lesseming
of the appreciation of the Assembly’s wisdom, or of
the fithess of the appointment then made.

Tue Globe has published Riel s diary for about a
month prior to the taking of Batoche. [t is largely
made up of ejaculatory prayers, alicged revclations
from the Spirit, expressions of trust in Gad, and pious
phrases of various kinds.  Ilis capacity for usmg de-
votional language is simply marvellous.  There was
always somcthing mysterious about Riel; but the pub-
lication of this diary makes him a greater puzzle than
ever. Undoubtedly he is a fanatic, but he 1s a fanatic
and something~—what more itisdifticult tosay.  Some
would, no doubt, say a saint, some a lunatic, and
many a bypocrite.  Saint, lunatic or hypocrite, he is a
man of cunsiderable culture and literary ability.  1lis
object in writing this diary, conld it be known, would
throw consideranle light on his churacter. If he
wrate it simply for the purpose ¢ making capital
among his countrymen to help him in his trial he is a
shrewd hypocrite.  If the entries are genuine eapres-
stons of Ius fechings as the crists was commy near, he
is certainly a umique character.  Fanatic 1s hardly a
strong enough term to desenibe him, af his diary is
honest, and lunatic s too strong. A lunatic would
nat he likely to wnite with such grace and point as he
writes every day for over a month. On the whole
Lows Riel is a queer compound.

DURING its last session the Manitoba Legislature
passed an Exemption Bill whick makes it practically
impossible to collect moncey in that Province. The
Bill has retroactive clauses which in effect wipe out
the debts of Manitoba people.  Of course the Bill
created o sensation in financial circles, more especially
among Ontario bankers and manufacturers who have
been doing business in the Prairic Province.  Mect.
ings have been held and a deputation waited upon
the Ottava Govermment the other day and asked that
the Il he disallowed.  Sir John Macdonald is re-
prorted to have said that the Bill is a vicious prece of
leaslation  The Minister of Justice is of the same
opnion  In fact every business man outsule of Man-
ttaba condemns the Bill,  Aud mark, tue thing cone
demned w the Bill is its retroactive clause.  Every-
tady says the Legislature had no right to make a law
vancelling existing contracts and breaking faith with
creditors.  Now why do nat the same men reason as
fairly about the Scott Act?  ‘Th wizne aud bLeer
clauses mserted by the bSenate are just as gross a
breach of faith with the countics that pasted the Scott
Act as e the retroactive clauses of the Manitoba
2remption Nill with the bankers and manufactiners
who bave debtors in Mankoba.  Why condemn 1etro-
active legislation in Manitoba and enict retioactive
taws in the Senate at Mtawa?

e

AN amaosing and insteactine inadent occineed the

England, and Vice Picsident Hendricks were the
chief speakers,  Mr. Lowell was in his best vein, and
told what he and his awdience considered a first-class
joke at the eapense of the Chief Justice of Eagland,
Tle said that he bappeacd once to sit beside the
Chief Justice at a public dinner and that his Lordship,
who s a tine speaker, gave hon some mstructions on
public speaking.  Amonyg otner things Lord Coleridge
told han that a *“speaker shoulid always prepare his
ancedote,  The aundience laughed convulsively atthe
wdea of an arator like Lowell teceiving such instiuc-
tions. A mowment afterwards Lowell related a politicat
anecdote that made the Republicans present < heer vo-
ciferously and the Democrats grow black as a thunder
cloud. e made the very mistake that he and his
fricnids thaught it specially absurd that any one should
tell him ought not to be made.  Lond Coleridge was
right.  Therc is no partof a speech an arator should
be more carcful about than “lus anecdote.” In a
mived audience it is almost certain to hit somebody.
Not long ago a mewber of the Legislature of Ontario
Inst his scat through an after dinner anccdote.  Quite
hikely he is not the only one that suffered in the same
way.  Anccdotes are about the only part of a speech
that many people remember, and if they hurt they are
sure to leave a scar if not a wound,

Tur S'all Mall Gazette is publishing a series of
papers on the immorality of the upper classes in
England that have shocked the English-speaking
world. The revelauons are sickening- horrible
i the extreme.  Localities are mentioned m detail.
and though names arc not mentioned facts are
given which leave httle or no doubt as to the persons
meant. Lfforts are bemg made to stop the publica-
t1on of the papers, but the Gazetfe hurls defiance at
its assasliants and dares them to go into court.  ‘I'here
15 o reason to doubt that the horrible revelations are
n the main &rue. Of course, the usual question comes
up- should such horrtble revelations bepublishedeven
if true? It is affirmed that one or more of the Arch-
ishops, Mr. Spurgeon, Earl Shaftesbury, Mr, Samuel
Morley, M.I'.,and other representativemen favour pub-
hcation.  Spurgeon undoubtedly doces, and is doin,
somethmg in thesame line hiself.  Two claszes are
strongly opposed to the action of the Gasctfe~good
men who think that the end doces not justify che means,
and immoral men who love the deeds of darkness on
which such an awful glare of light has been thrown.
It scems to us there is it vne question to solve: Is
the good that 1s undaubtedty being accomplished by
exposure greater than the cvil caused by exposure?
If so, then exposure is a duty, a lerrible duty it may
be, but still a dwy. ‘The charge that the Palt
Alall Gazelte is merely getting up a sensation to in-
crease its sale is not worth considering. That may
be and very likely is truc ; out it does not affect the
horrible facts revealed. Altogether the exposur~ is
very saddening,

othes day at an @lemand dinner e Harvard U nisersity,
James Russell Lowell, the popnlar exenmatuster to

A VERY considerable amount of interest has been
excited by what is called the * Kausas prayer case”
A jury m one of the courtsin that State retired to con.
sider their verdict,  One of them was a praying man,
and asked his fellow-jurors to unite with hiw in pray.
ing for help to enable them to come Lo a proper ver.
dict. They did so, and the party that lost the case
has moved to have the verdict set aside on account of
the prayer. e alleges that though there can be no
objection to private prayer for fight, undue influcnrce
nught be enercised by public prayer.  Qie long ac
customed to pray, it s alleged, can play upon the
feclings and judgment of his fellow-jurors in this way
It scems to us that everythnng depends on the kind of
prayer offered. I the prayer contained argunientsin
a direet form or by iplication foe cither side, it cer-

. tainly would be out of place and inproper ;3 but if it

wer simply an carnest request for light and strength
to discharge n wost solemn duty, nothing could be
more scemly and proper.  Iandeed, one can imagine
few places where prayer 's move hitting than in a juny
room. Here are twelve men met to deliberate ona
matter that concerns the property, repwtation, libenty,
or even life of a tellowsmin.  “Their verdict may send
a fellow-creature to the penitentiary or gallows, They
have-the ternble power in certain zases of sending a
humian bewg mto the presence of his Maker. We
can scarcely imagine how a man could begin to on.
sider a case that might send s fellow-man to the
gallows without asking help from above.  f jurymen
pruyed more their verdicts might not be so injigmtous
and absurd as they t0o often are.

THE SUMMER PACATION.
SoMe: people are industrious while others are con.
stitutionally indolent.  Good, eirnest diligent work
has posttive attractions for many, and they need no
sharp incentive to keep them to their task, while every.
where are to be found those who would gladly resya
abour if only their necessities would permit. A farr
shire of work is every man’s privilege, and if labons
is sometimes regarded as a curse, idleness is 2t curse
muchgreater. Thoseonwhomreststhe pressurcof more
work than they can well undertake may occasionally
grumble at the hardness of their lot, but patient 1od
comes to be recogmized as an undisguised blessing,
In all spheres of acuvity honest work, be it of hand or
brawm, s onc of the clements of happiness,

Constant relentless toil from year'’s end to year's end,
however, is something to which no mortal can become
reconciled. Just as in crowded towns and cities there
must be giateful breathing spaces such as public parks,
so in the dull monotony of toil there must for the
worker’s benefit be brief periods of rest and recreation,
The occasional holidays come as a benison to the
weary toiler.  So the sacred rest of the Sabbath, not
to speak of its precious spiritual privileges, is an
inestimable boon to toiling humanity. Heis no sin-
cere {riend to his kind, who from coivctousness or for
his own selfish gratification would .seck to deprive the
humblest artisan of his inalienable right, the unbroken
rest of the first day of the week.

In the summer time when the thermometer reaches
the nineties, the most indomitable worker begins to
feel languid, and draws mental pictures of the quict
and peaceful country district, where the leaves rustle
in the refreshing lake breeze, or of ocean beach with
its ever changing light and shade, and the varying music
of the sea as the sparkling wavelets beat upon the
shore. 1t is then that the migratory instinct becomes
strong.

The minister of the Gospel, as well as others, feels
strongly the nccessity of a brief respite from his ardu-
ous and responsible duties, The ablest and most
rabust mind needs change and recreation.  This is
now generally recognized, and the churlish growl of
former days if not altagether silent has become so sub-
ducd that it is almost inaudible. Most congregations
now cheetfully grant their pastor an annual holiday,
and several generously make such armangements that |
his trip shail not be such a drain on his limited
exchequer that worrying care spoil his enjoyment, It
is admitted that the minister like other men requires
a vacation; but itis doubtful if it is as generally under-
stood that a brief respite is essential to his ministerial
success.  As he moves about among his people, be
scems the happicst of men ; he is camest and sedate
as he appears in the pulpit, at the prayer meeting ; he
is sad, sorrowful and sympathetic when he visits the




