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that he fell a victim to that terrible disease, diphthera,

which, after he had endured many weeks of intense

agony, ended in his death. This is a great affliction

to ail wbo knew him well enoAgh to understand his

Irue, sterling worth. Although he had a manly,

chivaîrous nature that made him ever prompt to assist

the feeble and aged, yet there was a certain reticence

about him- that made it difficult for mere casual ac-

quaintance to know bim. He inherited from his good

mother the dignity and reserve of manner that are so

natural to the Highland character, and wbich posses-

sed by a noble man or woman prove an additional

charm to those who are admitted into the circle of

loved and trusted friends. In the choice of his friends

and favorite authors, Mr. I)urie sbowed fine powerS of

discrimination, selecting only the true and elevaling.

In his selections from the Scriptures, 1 often noticed

that bis choice was from the Epistles of the Apostle

Paul, such passages as the twelftb of Romans, the

thirteenîh of first Corinthians, and the fifth of second

Corinthians, showing that the clear and powerful

arguments of the Aposthe had a charm for tbe earnest

Young thinker and seeker aller truth.

He bore bis long painful illness with greal Christian

fortitude, but at lasb, bis sufferings ciosed in tbe sleep

of death, and bis spirit passed away fromn eartb, ac-

companied by angelic messengers to the home of the

Saviour, tbe ResI that remaineth te the peuple of

God.
Ottiwa, Aprîitkt, 1878.

PRESBYTERV 0F BARRIE.-Tbis Presbytery met at

Barrie, on Tuesday, 3olh uit. Present: Seventeen

ministers and nine eiders. A caîl from tbe congrega-

lions of Singhampton, Mapie Valley, and Honeywoud

in favour of Rev. Edward N. B. Millard was sustained,

and intimation having been given of Mr. Millard's

acceptance of the cail, il was arranged tbal the induc-

tion take place aI Singhampton, on Tuesday, 2ist

inst., aI i i a.m. Mr. D. McDonald, M.A., was ap-

poinîed te preside and address the minister when

inducted, Mr. Henry Sinclair tei preacb, and Mr. R.

Rodgers te address the people. Tbe election of Com-

missioners te the Generai Assembly was made by

voting, and resulted in the appoinîment of tbe follow-

ing members: W. Fraser, D.D., Messrs. J. Gray,

M.A., J. Leiper, J. A. McConneil, and R. Moodie,

ministers; Messrs. Thos. Dallas, A. D. McNabb, Wmn.

McWhinney, F. Rogerson, and P. Mcliaffle, eiders.

Mr. David Ross wbo bad completed the University

and theological courses of study, was examined wiîb

a view te appiying to the General Assembiy for leave

to take hima on trials for license, and the examination

having been sustained, il was agreed lu make the ap-

plication. Mr. Frederick W. Johnson was examined,

and the Presbytery decided te recommend bim tu the

Board of Examiners of Knox Coilege for admission as

a student. Leave was granted te Mr. A. Findiay Iti

moderate in a cali from Gravenburst, Severri Bridge,

and Washago, whcn desired. The Senale of Queen's

Coihege having recenthy conferred the degree of D.D.

upon the Rev. W. Fraser, tbe Presbytery very cor-

diaily adopted tbe following motion prepared by Mr.

D. McDonald :" That the Presbytery take Ibis oppor-

tunity of tendering tbeir congratulations te Ibeir

esteemed faîher and co-presbyîer the Rev. William

Fraser of Bondhead, on his having the degree of

Doctor of D ivinity conferred upon him by tbe Queen's

University on the 24tb insî., and of, aI the same time,

expressing the fervent hope that he may be long

spared Iti enjoy bis well mneriîed honours." The

Presbytery agreed Ite meel for regular business on the

lasI Tuesday of May.-ROBT. MOODIE, Pres. Clerk.

"THEaE, are times wben God cornes near lu bis peophe.

Tbere are occasions wben efforts 10 advance bis cause are

specially blessed. There are baryes1 seasofts for souls.

This is proved by the wbole history of the progress of the

Churcb of Christ. AI sucb times tbe hearîs of mien are

rcady 10 receive tbe secd of the Word. It falis as upon

tilled ground, muoistened by the rains of beaven. Where

before ail seerned bard and barren, we find nellowness and

readiness Ici receive the seed, and Ici bring forth fruit. Sucb

a~ season, we have good reason lu believe, is now upon us.

Pastors, and eIders, and private Christians, will, therefore,

sufer us 10 offer tbern a wýord of exhortation ; and that ex-

hortation is, that tbey be buld. The barvest is ripe, il is

perisbing. Ail around us are tbose who bave heard the Gos-

pel for years, but wbo have neghected ils dlaims. Il may be
that even now the Spirit of God is striving witb Ibein-is

convincing tbem of sin, of danger, of a judgrnent 10 corne.

Po not, then, deiay. Do not wait for îhem luo comne to you.

Go you lu tbemn. Speak lu themn. Pray for tbemn. Re-

memnber that inimortal souls are goilng down lu deatb. De-

lay xot, lest wbile you. Iarry îbcy vgnisb from ycuT sigt."
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

LESSON XX.

May igNEBUCIL4DNEZZAR'S.DREAM. 1 Dan,.ii.
1878- 1 j6-43.

GOLDEN TEXT :-" There is a God in heaven that
revealeth secrets. "-Verse 28.

HOME STUDIES.

M. Dan. ii. '- 13..The wisemen sentenced to death.
T. Dan. ii. 14-30... .Daniel before the king.
W. Dan. il. 31-49.-. . .The dream interpreted.
Th. Dan. vi. 1-28..Danîel's vision.
F. Ps. ii. 1-12 ... The king in Zion.
S. Isa. xxxv. î-îo. ..The joyful kingdom.
S. Isa. lxv. 17.25. .. New heaven and a new earth.

HELPS TO STUDY.

At the end of their three three years' course of training,
Daniel and his three friends were brought before King
Nebuchadnezzar, and were found 10 be far superior in learn-
ing and wisdom, not only to ail their companions in study,
but even to ail the learned and wise men among the Chai-
dicans. An opportunity to test their wisdom soon presented
itself. One night the king had a strange and vivid dream:
it was so startling that he wasawakened by il, and was un-
able to compose himself to sleep again: and yet bis confu.
sion z3f mind was s0 great, that he could not recaîl the vision
that had passed before bis mmnd. Upon this, he caused al
the wise men and astrologers and pretended prophets of
Babylon to be summoned before him, and commanded them
to show their wisdom by telling him what the dream had
been, and what it meant. 0f course tbey could not do it.
They announced themselves ready to interpret the dream if
the king would tell thema what it was, but confessed them.
selves unable 10 say what the dream was; and, on the king's
persisting in bis demand, tbey complained that it was a
piÉce of manifest injustice of which no king bad ever been
guilty. Upon this the king became very angry, and declared
that they were ail imposters, (wbicb was probably very
true;) and, witb tbe capricious tyranny of a despot, com-
manded that ail the wise men in Babylon sbould at once be
put 10 dealli. The captain of the royal guard, to wbom the
execution of tbe order was committed, immediately pro-
ceeded to tbe performance of bis duty. As was natural, he
began with tbe wise men connected witb the royal housebold;
but on bis comiflg to Daniel and bis friends, to put tbem to
death, Daniel asked tbe reason for the sudden edlict; and, on
being informed of tbe circumstances, succeeded in obtaining
a respite tili he should bave time to appeal 10 tbe king. On
being admitted t0 tbe royal presence, he assured the king
that if he would give him a littie time, he would tell botb
the dream and its interpretation. Upon Ibis the king com.
manded that the execution of bis edict sbould be suspended
for a few hours. Having obtained a short respite, Daniel
hastened borne, and begged bis tbree friends 10 unite in
prayer to the God of beaven in bis bebaîf, tbat tbe dream
and ils interpretation migbt be revealed to him. In tbe
course of tbe nigbt, wbile they were tbus engaged, the desired
revelation was made to Daniel.

Notice four remTarkable features in Daniel's conduct. He,
first, returns devout thanks to God. Next he intercedes for
the condemned wise men. He then assures the king that
it is the only Irue God wbo bas revealed it; to whose wisdom
and glory be thus boldly bears witness. And, fourtbly, note
bis modesty. Verse 30. - He is only the channel of com.
munication. Hie is willing to be notbing, tbat God may be
ail in ail.

He then proceeded to relate the dream, wbich was this:
Nebuchadnezzar had seen in bis sleep a colossal and splendid
image of a man, standing in the midst of a great plain in
which Babylon was situated: its head was of gold, its bust
and arms of silver, ils belly and lbigbs of brass, its legs of
iron, and ils feet of iron mixed witb dlay. Wbile the king
was contemplating il, be saw a stone apparently of no great
size, cut out from the mountain bordering the plain, and
rolled towards the image, witbout any visible agency of
buman bands; on reacbing the image il began to pound and
break il, beginning witb ils fragile feel, and continued to do
s0 until the whole image was reduced 10 dust, which the
wind carried away; nothing remained but the stone, wbich
thereupon gradually increased in size tli it became an im-
mense mountain filling tbe whole earth. The silence of the
king sbowed that he recognized the dream; and, witbout
waiting for bim 10 speak, Daniel went on to give ils meaning.

I. THE, KINGDOMS 0F THIS WOaLD: Verses .37-43.
Tbe statue whicb the king saw was most majestic and

curiously formed. Il represents the course of empire, the
rapid succession of great world-monarchies.

i. Thte Kingdom o/ God: Verses 37, 38.-Il was Nebu-
cbadnezzar's own. He was a king of kings. This tille is
given bu him in Ezek. xxvi. 7, and was usual wilb kings of
Assyria and Persia: Isa. x. 8; Ezra Vii. 12. To him be-
longed a kingdom, wbicb aI that lime ruled the whole
civilized world, extending, il is said, even bo Spain; power,

and pulleth down another. Amid ahl conflicîs, lct îbis
comfort us-" The Lord reigntb."1

2. Thte Kingdorn of Silver: Verse 39.-After thee:
This is especially significant, as the Chaldean empire began
Ici show sigils of decay very soon after the deatb of Nebu-
chadnezzar. His successors proved utterly incapable of
conducîing the affairs of s0 vast an empire; the vigor of the
nation was exbausted by luxury; aîîd in lwenty.îbree ycars
after bis death the hardy soldiers of Cyrus conquered bis
capital and put an end- lu bis dynasty. So suddenly does
God bring tu naught man's greatest scemes.-Another
Kingdomn: The second great Oriental kingdom was that
of the Medes and Persians, wbo, under Cyrus tbe Great,
overtbrew the Chaldeans, 1.-C. 538, and establisbed an em-
pire, wbicb aI ils beigbî emrbraced une bundred and twenly
provinces, from India 10 Ethiopia, and from the Bosphorus
10 the Caspian. Il rose lu ils culmination under Darius
Hystaspes, B.C. 522, began ils decline under Xerxes, bis
successor, the Ahasuerus of Scripture, and finally was de-
stroyed by Alexander aI the battle of Arbela, B.C. 331.
The two-fold ebaracter that is here indicaled-for every
symbol in the Bible bas ils counterparî in history and ini
fact-viz., il having the breast and the îwo arms stretching
ouI from it 'of silver, inslantly suggests the bistorical fact
thal Cyrus was the monarch, that Media was one arm, and
Persia the other; these being two component parts of the
kingdom of Cyrus, be being the lie Ibat knit the two realms
mbt one, inspired lbem witb their vigor, wieldcd their ener-
gies witb success, and esîablished tbeir empire.-Inferior
to thee: Not in ils extent of territory wbicb was even
larger, but in ils polilical importance; and perbaps in tbe
personal character and less absolute power of its kings wbo
were many of tbcm wortbless and weak.

3. T/te Kingdom of Bras:: Ver. 39. - The Ihird
kingdom, represented by the brazen waist and tbighs,
was the empire of Alexander tbe Great, wbose power over
ah Ibhe nations flashed out like a mneleor, and as sud-
denlypassed away, He was the son of Philip, King of Mace-
don, Wbo conquered ahl Greece, and other adjacent lands.
Alexander consolidated bis fatber's conquests, and then
crossed over 10 Asia for new fields of war. Asia Minor,
Syria, Egypl, and finally the whole Persian Empire feu mbnt
bis bands by a brilliant succession of victories. Hie fixed bis
capital aI Babylon, and in the midst of stili vaster plans of
conquest, died Ibere, B. C., 323, aI the age of only lbirty.
three years.

Il is nolewortby how mucb use the Greeks made of brass
in their works of art, in Ibeir coinage, and in their armour.
One of Ibeir most common epithets, even in the lime of Ho-
mer, was "brazen-coaîed."

4. T/te Kingdom o/ Iron : Verses 40-43.-There are
two opinions concerning Ibis portion of the- image.
Some of the more recent commenlators, especially those
of Germany, tbink Ihat tbe reference is lu the kingdoms
establisbed by Alexander's successors, cspecially 10 the
Syrian or Selucian Empire, and the Egyptian line of the
Ptolemies. But the weight of autbority seems 10 favour the
view Ibat the great Roman Empire is here pointed ouI in the
propbecy. Il began as a humble village on the bank of the
Tiber in Italy; by the force of ils arms conquered ail the
ancient world, and embraced under one rule ahl the lands
fromn the Atlantic lu Ihe Caspian, from Britain lu Ethiopia.-
Strong as iron : Il was tbe grealesî of the ancient king.
doms in every respect: in size, in completeness of mastery,
in system of control, and in duration of empire, for ils power
over ail the nations lasted five hundred years. But strong
as il was, il contained witbin ilself the elements of weak-
ness. There is clay as well as iron; bard but britle ;
sucb is the foundation of bumnan power.-They shahl
mingle themselves witb the seeýl of men: Those
wbo bold 10 the tbeory that the fourtb kingdom was
bbe empire of the successors of Alexander explain Ihis
by the polilical matrimonial alliances made by Ihose
kings witb a view 10 preserving and exîcnding their power:
those wbo bold that the fourtb kingdomn was the Roman
Emjpire hold Ibat Ibis clause refers lu the inroads of the
barbarians, and the infusion of a foreign and base element
mbt the empire.

Tbus wurldly power passes tbrougb ils sucz-essive phases.
But one band controls ail, one principle pervades ail.
"Tbrougb tbe ages une increasing purpose runs." That
purpose we find in Christ. Each of these four empires bad
its work in cunneclion witb lis kingdom and the prepara-
lion for il. Tbrough the Babylonions, Israei underwent tbe
discipline of captivity. Tbrough Cyrus the Persian tbey
were restored wiîh a purer faitb and the influences of the far
East. Tbe Greek language and culture, the Roman puwer
and law,-botb did a great work in the extension of the Re-
deemer's kingdom.

Wbether îbey mean il or nul, yel il is truc Ibat ail kings
and rulers are wurking ouI tbe will of Gud; tbougb, such
may be their spirit, tbey may, aI tbe same lime, be working
ouI their own condemnalion. Ps. xvii. 13, 14; Is. x. 5-,5 ;
liv. 16; Jer. li. 2o; Ezek. xxix. 19, 20; Malt. xxvi. 24,54 ;
Acîs ii. 23; iv. 27, 28.

Il. THE KINGDOM NOT 0F THis WOELD: VerSes44,45
-To reveal Ibis kingdom is the purposz of tbe vision. By
il ail eartby kingdoms are lu be superseded. Ilt was t0 be
insignificanl and without beauty in ils beginnings,---a mere
stone: Isa. liii. 2. Il vas lu be set up by God Himself.
Cut out of the mountain without hands, il was ilseif
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