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THE IlLiberta" dcclares that a cowordat has bcen
scttled upen between Gcrniâny and the Vatican.

WVRITING from Livingstonia to the "Fret Church
Record," Dr. Laws says that the slave trade is
effectually stopped in his olid hcadiquartcrs by the
mission. A nuniber of boys have been scnt in for
Christian instruction.

ONE of the scandais of the previcus pontificate was
brcught te a close in the Roman courts during the
past year. This was the rejection of the Cauntess
Limbcrtini's claim to a share in Cardinal Antonelli's
estate. The final decision restcd on the ground that,
as a sacrilegious child she would bceretitled to nothing,
cvcn if her case was well.foundcd.

THE IlInvalide Russe " contradicts the sensational
tclegrams relative te the allcged Russian military prc-
paration on the Western froatier, and points out that
enly last Deceaiber Russias love of peace caused hier
te reduce hier artnY 36,000 below a peace footing.
Further peace measures and a further reduction cf the
army, that journal says, are contemplated.

AT a meeting cf the Glasgow Free Presbytery re-
cently, the Rev. Mr, Camupbell gave notice of a motion,
asking for the appointment ef a cemmittee te investi-
gate certain views expressed by Professer Candlish
in bis opening lecture at the Free Church Cellege. A
conférence te consider the matter was held in private
at the close of the Presbytery meeting.

THE Society for Irish Church Missions te Roman
Catholics bas raised $3,225,045 within the last twenty-
six years for its work in Irelaad; bas been the means
cf erecting nineteen churches, thirty.three school-
houses, and a fewr parsonages and orphanages ; and
employs 386 agents. It works largely by controver-
siai mcthods and distributes its documents profusely.

THE Free Presbytery cf Edinburgh lately met in
private conference te consider the matter cf the teach-
ing in the New College, and, after a discussion ex-
tending lover nearly four heurs, adopted a resolution
proposed by Principal Rainy, refusing te go on with a
ineofiaquiry suggested te the conference. Dr.Moody

Stuart afterwards gave notice of a motion for ever-
ture on the whole question cf theological training
in the Church's Colleges, and asking for the appoint-
ment of a special commission of inquiry.

THE American Board is quietly pushing on te-
wards Central Africa. They have an offer of a capital
leader in the ministry, and a medical associate, te lead
the expeditien when matured. New menare offering.
The Secretaries have just replied te another physician
effering for Central Africa, aise te another applicant
from the Presbyterian Church cf Canada. There is a
decided missionary movement at Hartford; and Lwo
seniors from Andover Theelogical Seminary, have
made application te be sent. An expedition is now
organizing te enter frein the western ceast for the re-
gion cf Bihé and the Coanzo River.

IT is a fact that is every day becoming more patent
that the most bitter foe to the progress cf the New
Testamient teachings is the Roman Catholic Church.
It is in Papal lands that the Christian missionary suf-
fers the severest persecutien. Austria, Spain, and
Mexcico bear witness to this fact. Ireland is net far
behind in its opposition te the Gospel. The School
cf the Irish Protestant Church Mission at Bellcck, in
the west çf iheland, was recently breken up and the
building burned. Those in charge of the mission were
se cursed and threatened by the priests that a special
police had totabc sent Io prctect thein.
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ary in Centr.-O Turkcy iIlIt la astonishing what a
fear these old church priests hav'm cf us %vmen. As
long as ive kcep eut cf a place they are on reasonably
good terrnis ith the native preachers and pasters, and
cven friendly with aur missionaries. They have
worldly wisdom enough tu undcrstand that as long as
they can have the controt cf t'je ivoînn their "craft" is
in ne danger. Expcrience has taught them that féw cf
the womnen are reached by the best of nmale teachers,
or by preachers unacconipanied by feniale helpers."
The women cf those eastern cou atries can bc reached
only by %vomen miss lonaries.

DR. E. DE PRESSEN SE, il The Christian World,"
expresses much anxiety an the ccxing phases cf the1
religieus contreversy in France. The extrernes on
beth sides arc very bitter, and secin te bc ready
ta do ail they can te pravoke each ither. The
Municipal Council cf Paris, composed cf rigid Re-
publicans, undcrtook, recently, te suppress its part
in the Budget fer Public %Vorship by withdrawing al
the subsidies which it is beund by law te furnish te the
varieus churches, basing its action on the ground that
it was necessary te strike a blow at the very founda-
tien cf religicus schools and ta supprcss superstition
and belief la the supernatural. The action ivas can-
celled by the Mlinister cf the interier for illegality.

THE anilual meeting cf the Presbytery cf Ningpo,
China, was held in October. Eight native ministers,
two foreigu missionaries, and aine native eiders ivere
present. The various reports given cf 'Uth progress cf
the cause werc xnost cheering. The Presbytery has
in ail eleven churches, cf w'hich five are self-support-
îng, twenty-seven eut-stations, nine native rainisters,
thrze forign missionaries, aine licentiates, 62o ceam-
municants, twvo boarding schools, with 51 schalars,
and aine day schoels, ivith a!oo scholars. The meni-
bers gave $836. Soveaîy-two porsons, including
soventeen children, were baptized. The Presbyter
licensed three young men, and a committee was ap-
poiated te ceasidor a preject for establishing a Pres-
byterial High School, te be supported by native funds

AT the recent meeting of the Frce Cburch Presby-
tery cf Paisley, Scotland, a report frein the Temper-
ance Ccmmittee was adopted, which recommnded te
Présùytery that 'la order te set a salutary ecanple
and te the putting forth of effective efforts te reduce
and remeve thre evils cf intemperance, it ivas the duty
of ministers, office-bearers, and people te give the
whole subject thcir niost solenin cansideration, and te
determine how far they could conscientiously go,
whether by abstinence or otherwise, te discouragonot
only the excessive, but aise the unnecessar>' and in-
judicious use cf streng drink ; aise te approve cf Sir
Vviifrid Lawson's local option resolution." la tre very
warmn discussion which followed the reading cf thre
report, strcng ground was taken in faveur of abstin-
ence.

TUE Rev. John MNacantyre, cf thre Scotisli United
Presbyterian Mission la Chia, writes te thre IlUnited
Presbyterian M issionary Record," Scotlaad, announc-
ing the translation of the New Testament into the
Corca. He says: IlMr. Ross has with hhn tthe Gospels,
Acts, and Romans ; and I have four Coreans at work,
and,by dint cf strenucus application, amn now la a posi-
tion ta make my influence felt ite translation. I have
worked up a Corean Crammar, and Analysis af Son.
tenceS, through cepieus extracts froni the books tran-
slated ; and. as Chnese is the medium cf communica-
tion, I have no difficulty in diseussing the finer shades
cf nieaning, which, 1 ain sorry te say, withvut foreign
help, they could net ibe trusted ta render fiirly. It
was this conviction that shut nie up ta the conclusion
that, if o wili taucir tis îork, it can caly bce as a
master cf Carcan. But it is nïost gratifying te find
one's dearly-acquircd Chinese cf se mucir real use.
The Cartans, 1 fear, ýwiit flot hoid a candie te us Vest-
em nistheUiccritical Jcowledge of Chines; sea essential
in transiating £rom.n one language to another. They'
= rvW e il G t,.1l~ ~ z>msa*eewhich WC would cQný

ider cal>' possible la the grammar school, and even
then la the lower forais."

TuE IlPali Mail Gazette"I gives a vlew cf thre
Roman Catholic Churcir in Spain which must bce any-
thing but inspiring te those who arc soliciteus about
the progress and strength cf that religiaus erganiza-
tien. The IlIndifferentes," it says, are coatinually on
the increase, just as thecy are la Quebec. These can't
be said te be hostile. They arc simply indifférent
and leave the whole matter cf religion te their ivives
and children. The " Indifférentes I arc made 'up
chiefly cf the educated and intelligent classes, and
their defectien lias had a dctcrierating influence on
botir the Intellectualzand moral character of the clergy.
Scar.-ely any of thre botter classes now go into thre
Clîurch. All the clerical rccruits arc frorn thc lower
ranks cf thre population. Says the Il Gazette:"
ilLikely lads o!f el-to-do familles ne longer go into
the Spanisir Churcir. ithin the last iraI! century
that body liras tîndergene an immense change. A
htîndred years ago it ivas thre nation, and aven within
tire mcmory cf nman it controlled the politics and
daily business cf tire administration ; îhile now its
power is smaîl compared with that c! tire army or of
tire intriguers la thre Certes. It wvas ver rici, cîva-
ing vast districts in the ceuntry anid rows cf streets
la tire ities. Now it is dependent for dail>' bread
on irregular payaients freintire treasury and tire
steadily cooling charity of laynien. Its loss cf in-
tellectual activity and influence lias more than kept
pace with its loss cf eath. Lord Macaulay dwells in
one cf bis essiys an the nurnber of men in Spain'sgreat
days,'1cment at once in literature and in the pursuits
efactivelife.' He might lîavea.ddedtiratania-jority cf
these nien found tlîcir lierre ia tire Church. Iane
country have se many sovercigns, se niany famous
%varriors ended a life cf stormy artivit>' la the cloistor.
Ail learning wvas tinged wiitir a theelogical character,
even when net immediately exercised on tîteological
matters. The jealous activity cf tire Inquisition cein-
pclled the most secular literature te affect a religieus
object, and the least piotîs cf 'iriters, sooner or inter,
te assume the pricstly tonsure. Cervantes, Lope,
Calderon, and a host cf smaller mca, who had ail
been seldiers, ail died priests or, at least, members cf
some religieus body beund by vows. Plays and
nevels had ta cover their plots ef worldly intrigue
iitir a sacred clcak." The educntien cf even the
higher classes of the priestlîood is shamefully aeglected,
aad the result is tiat generally tire clergy arc vulgar,
noisy, ignorant fanatics. 0f course, this makes tire
progress cf Protestantisin only the slowver, for wvhat
thre priests want in intelligence tiîoy malce up in
denuaciation cf herctîcs and la praise cf the Pope.
As the btter classes more and more withdra w frein
the priesthood there is maaifested an iacreased readi-
noss on the part cf the clergy te take up lads of any
kind la order te recruit tiroir ranks. On this the
"lGazette"I says furtirer : " Lads ivho have been
brought up in the hospitals establishcd fer found-
iings arc often taken by thre bishops, la their need o!
recruits. Whcn tlieso authorities overlook tire bar cf
bastardy, it may bce supposed that they arc net exact-
ing la the matter cf lcarning. Jndeed, it is net 'an
exceptional tiing te sec poverty-stricken lads cf tins
class employed by pieus familles ta do cdd jobs, as
a menas cf support, tili tirey can scrape tagetirer as
much knowledgc cf the four declensions as willi carry
tirnitirrugir the mockery cf a Latin examination.
Some learning the Cirurch must have. The ancient
tangue bcing the officiai language; anc canon, at
ieast, in every chapter mnust bre able te write' and
speak Latin, wviile a fcev cf tire prelates are cultivatcd
mon; but these are the exception. Thcy are generally
veterans who received their education in onceofthei
more lcarncd menasteries, and spent long ycars in
Italy after tire suppression cf the monastic ordersY;
la short, thre Cirurchi in Spai, like tint la France
after thre Revocation cf thre Edict cf Nantes, relieved
frein outside pressure and miental activity seciajs, in
tire words of Robert Hall, "te have drawn tii crQ
tgins and retired te, slcaj>.»
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