143

impottant operation of draming, as the foundation of all good farming.
It was useless to put tons of mauure en land that wasnot dry ; in that
case it would only float upon the sutface, for wet clay coul ! not allow
it to go down--1t was almost cntirely thiown away. D-aining ren-
dered the Jand penctrable by water, and enabled the rain to descend
freely through i, carrying to the roots those fertilizing clemems of
carbonic acid and ammonia with which rain-water was always charg-
ed. Carbonic acid was continually supplicd to the air from chimaceys,
and from putrefying animal and vegetable substances, also from the
breath expired from the lungs of anumals, and a hundred other sources ;

it floated tn the atmosphiere in a gaseous forim, and was brought down

again by rain. Falling upon drained land, this rain penetrated its
surface, and, as he had just said, carried with it to the roots of plants,
two of their greatest elements of fertility.

It was the launded proprictors® and the farners® incawbent duty to
increase the fertility of the soil. because the soil alone aflorded the
food which it was our business to provide for outselves and families.
Fifty years ago, Parliament had given a premium for draining 10 My,
Elkington 5 and his system, where it was apphcable, had answered
the required purpose ; but it was not applicable so generally as newer
systems, for the publication of which the country was mainly indebted
to Mr. Smith, of Deanston, He remembered, when returning from
Scotland after visiting Mr Smith’s farm at Deanston four vears ago,
being taken by Sir Robert Pecl into a fieid ol his near Tamworth,
which was almost swamped with water, and nearly nnprodactive. He
advised Sir Robert to dram 1t after the manner of Mr. Snith, which
he forthwith did, and the result was in the very first year a splendid
crop of turnips, und the second year a ciop of barley so tuuriant that
the stalks could not support the ear~, and fell prostrate to the ground.
The expenses were tepaid in two ycears, and this woithless field was
now a most profitable picce of land.  The Rev. Doctor then mentioned
another instance of the effect of drainage near Wolverhampton, in
Staffordshire, by Lord Hatheiton.  his lordship had reclaimed a wild
tract of 1,500 acres adjoining Cannock Chlase, on huli higher than
those in East Devon, and had increased its value from 5s to 23s per
acre. After impressing thus furcibly the in.portance of diamning, as the
first step in agricultural impiovement, the learned Professor proceeded
to remark on the application of manures.

BALL TO LUNATICS.

We have no predeliction for Balle: and here are many wkho con-
scientiously believe that none but 2 spectes of Lunatics attend them.
Experience has shown sufficientiy that the morat tendency of Balls is
not of the highest order.  The Ball of which we now speak was got
up frem higher motives than those which generatly set Balls sn motion.
It was done with the view of rouny the dormant energies of some
of the inmates ot the Provincial Lundatic Asylum. The same means
bave heen tried with zood ¢ffects in similar institutions in Lurope and
the United States. It 1s not the exercise of dancing that is depended
on, but the introduction of the inmates to the company of others, the
revival of old sssociations, and the sympathy and mecung of assembled
friends.

About fitty of the patients in the most fit state assembled in alarge
room in the Parliament Buildings, on the evening of Thursday week,
at seven o’clock. A large company was invited to meet them. The
dancing was kept up with great spuarit tiil ha't-past nine.  The stran-
gers and inmates were miaed up together.  We understand that some
were toused to take part in the prepaiations for this occasion, when
every other «ffort had failed, and that the results have been of the
most gratifying knd.  Still there is a dilliculty 1n getting over the
idea of such employment by people in their ciccamstances, and 1f the
same purpose conld be accomphshed by a tea paity, it appears more
desirable.  But this raises a question only to ke determined by the
experience of medical men, and all feehngs ought to give way to
proinote the cure of the patients.

It is gratifying to reflect that this great Provincial Institution is
under the contiol of one so skilful and attentive to his patients, und so
beloved hy them, as Dr. Telferis. He has thorouzhly studied the
subject.  What a change from the old system, which never looked
beyond confining the poor patienis within the himits of their culls.—
Banner.

—

ROMAN IIOMICIDES.
Some English gentlemen were standing conversing together at
the door of a reading-ronm in the Piazza di Espagna. This
Piazza, I mnust state, is a somewhat large square, and next to the

Corso, the principal street, the most frequented and public part of

Rome. On one side of it 13 a fhight of stone steps leading up 1o
the Pinivian Hill, very similar tu the steps near the Duke of York's
column i our St James® Perk, and a great thoroughfare.,  The
hour was between one and two o’clock 1n 1he afternoon.  Two
men passed these gentlemen, crossed the Piazza, and met at the
buttom of the steps I have referred to, @ young, and apparently
respectable female.  They swond conversing with her for a few
seconils, and then they together drew forth their stlettoes, and, in
an instant, plunged them into her. The woman shrieked,.ran
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j furward & few yards, fell, and expiren. The men coolly and
deliberately wiped their weapons, deposited them in their pockets,
and avw in arm walked away.  The Englisimnen were in a mo-
ment with the fallen woman, and called out to the bystanders to
rsecure the men.  No heed was taken of their cally and at the
rexmration of a few nunutes, a tradesman in the Piazza leR his
. shop, came up to them, and advised them to leave the body.  The
, police, he said, would probably soon be there, and they might be
:nvolved in trouble and mconvenience if they were the only per-
sons found near 1t,  Midway up the steps, and consequently
cwithin o few yards of this atrocious deed, an armed sentinel was
a3 wsual walking.  He saw the transaction, never moved frem
“his beat to seize the men or help the woman, and when remon-
'steated with by the indignant Englishmen, coolly replied that ¢ he
t had nothing to do with such matters; he was a soldier, and not
a puiceman,’ I have still to add, that these murderers were the
y hushand and brother of the slaughtered victim. The act brought
« no punshinent on them, and as fur as [ could perceive, o odiunt.
i The only feehng among their countrymen appeared to be, that
they had made a little too much of a trifle. It appeared that the
woman had just before been discovered to have frequented a
scwlplor’s studio as a model.  The hushand forbade this, as well
he unght, and threatened her with death, if it were persisted in.
She was returing from the sculptor’s at this time.  Her own
brother had joined with her hushand in waylaying her and tak.
g on her this fearful vengeance. « What a high value must
cxist in Rome,™ the reader may say, ¢ for female delicacy and
virtte I Alas! there is no civilised spot perhaps on the face of
the easth where these things are more lightly esteemed.  What
really actuated these young men, § am unable to say. I relate
unly thew atrocious deed.  One circumstance more § will men-
von.  Entering one of the churclies in Rome, to see some admired
painting-, T observed & number of stilettoes, or small poignards,
stuck like a frame round a large representation of the Virgin, above
an altar.  Iinquired of one of *he officers of the church what
thesc meant.  His answer was this, % Persons who have heen so
unfortunate as to killany one, frequently came to this church to con-
fess, and our priests will never give them absoluvon till they have
delivered up the instrun.ent with which the deed was committed.
Itis a'ways a part of the penance enjoined on thetn by the priests.”
« Am I then 10 understand ihat every pgnard there has taken
away the hfe of a human being?” T asked. ¢ Certainly,” an-
swere:l he, without ane expression of sorrow, shame, orany other
emotion.  For a moment or two I tried to count them, but after
I had counted more than sixty, sick at heart, I turned away.—
Churchman's Monthly Penny Magazine.

COOKING FOOD TOR CATTLE.

It may seem like idle talk, to most of us, to hear anything said
in favonr of conking tood for cattle, especially when the market is
low, and cattle hardly pay their first cost when fed with as litle
lahour as possible. It may not be amiss, however, and possibly
it may be useful to many, to know how other people. who are in
the vieinity of a first rate _cash paying market, manage to feed
cattle and carn money by it.  We therefore make an extract or
tue from Professor Juhnstone, in regard to this matter.  Hearing
that Mr Marshall, near Nurth Allerton, in England, kept double
the stock, upon the same amount of turnips by his system of feed-
ing, hie went to see the mode carried into ecflet.  He there saw
200 head of catile feeding, a portion of which were sold off every
week, and others supplied their places.  What struck him as
remarkable, was the state of absoluie rest in which he found the
cattle. There was not a single beast upon his legs ; no metion
was observed, which they were aware was favourable for fatten-
ing.

In connection with this subject he got the following information,
and, in order that it might be fully understood, he would give itin
a tabular form :—

Linsced boiled for three hours in four gallons of water. Cut
straw, ten poutds, growing corn, {probably wheat) mixed with
water. Tu be given in two messes, alternately, with two feeds
of Swedish turnips.

Now, the mode in which the linseed was boiled was of con-
siderable consequence. In the first place, it was boiled for thres
hours. The jelly was then poured upon crushed grain and cut
straw, much in the same manner in which a man makes mortar,
being mixcd with a shovel, and allowed to stand for an hour. It
was then stirred again, and after the lapse of two hours, it was




