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THE PARISH RECORD. 13

| Believe ; |1 Deny.

The following is given as ao illus-
tration of the manoper in which the
Rev. Jumes C. Richmond some-
times advocated the claims of the
Church :—

 Ie was preaching oue evening
in one of the public halls of a
veighboring city selected because no
church was large enough to contain
the innneuse copgregation of nearly
three thiousand people that had ea-
thered to listen to a sermon upon
*The Cinrel”™  He well koew that
not one half were churchmen, aod
henee be exeried all his powers to
defend the distinetive claims of the
church ard at the same time avoid
giving otience to members of other
Christinn bodies. = My friends.”
he bezan. ¢ why is it that we do
not all belong to one church?  Why
do we have different names, ete.?
Let us try to auswer the ques jovs.
Let us @ around 10 all the churches
in this city and try to find ou: what
separates them,  Let us begin up in
the nor:h part of our city. tre stone
chureb. S+ Johin’s Church as we
call it.  Here stauds a benevoleot-
looking man at the Jdoor. My
frieud. what = this building for?’
¢ This. sir, is 2 place where the
Christian religion 13 taught.” ¢ But/
we ask. what *do you teach for the
Chrisiian religion?’ ¢*Go in, sir,
and you will learn.’ We enter,
listen: * I bel.eve in God tne Father
Almizhty Maker of heaven and
earth. aud in Jesus Christ, etc. ete.’
Well, my friends, that sounds well.
Let us come down town and stop at

the plain wouden buiiding. ¢ What
do you teach here, my friend?’ *We
teach the Christian religion.” * Why,
that is what they teach up at the stone
church ; why don't you unite with
them?® ¢ Oh, we dou't believe in
wuter baptism, we don’t believe in
external ordinances, in a regular
ministry, &t ALCT see s they say
up at the old stowe church. * [ be-
lieve”  You say, *1dou’t believe.
Fet ns come down town and stop at
the bir church with the Ligh <teeple.
* My friend, what is this ereat build-
iur for: what do you do in here?’
*We teach the Christian r.ligion.
¢ Why thai is what they do up st the
old stone church. Why dou't you
go up there and unite with them?’
Ol we don't believe iu infint bap-
tism; we doo’t believe that wuy bap-
tisin i3 valid excent by immersion.
*ab, Isee! They say up there, ¢ I
believe,” bui vou sav. *I don’t be-
lieve.”  We come to the uext el
*What do you here. my trirnd?’
*We teach the Christian relicion.
‘Wb don't vau ge up there t: the
old store church?’ that is what ikey
do up there.” +Oh, we don’t be jeve
in the Divinity ot Christ * Ah, I
see; they say. * I believe, you say,
‘I don’t telieve.” Sohe paseld trom
church to church and summed up by
saying, ** The difference between the
church and other Christian bodies is
only this: the Church says, I be-
lieve ; the others say, 1 deny. Kvery
denomination of Christians i found-
ed upon the denial of some oue or
more articles of belief which the
Church of Christ has always held aud
valued. i



