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On leaving Carmen the: civil lisutenant went
at once to the court house and related the story
he had just heard to the judge whose business it
was to act in atmilar cases. Then the two, ac-
companied by three police agents and a lock.
smith, took the road to Ingouville; only,

ing direct to
the house,they
torned aside
into the nar-
Tow lane of
which Mada-

THE GITANA.

e o

{ Brprossly translated for the BAVORTTS from the Frensh of mﬁm

dificult to convict him, for there 18 no proof of
s having committed the deed.”

«“But his wife accuses him,” remarked the
Judge,

“ Would you condemn & man todeath on the
simple testimony of a spiteful woman ?” 4

« Certainly not.”

“ Well, thatis how matters stand just now.
Madame Le Vaillant wishes to get rid of her

me Le Vall.

lant had

spoken. From
one of the few

inhabitants of

the street
they obtained
the n ry
information

1o the situation
and appear-
ance of the
house they de-
sired to exam-

the police
agents, in obe.
dience to the
order of the
civil lieute-
nant, knocked
thrice at the
door, and call-
ed outin aloud
volce : % In the
. name of the
king and of

completely absorbed in studying the blood
stains on the carpet. ..

«“See!"” he cried, pointing to some indistinot-
1y marked footprints—marked in blood—tbat
extended from the body to the door, . «Here
is another ¢lue. If Oliver Le Vaillant’s boots
correspond with these marks there can no
longer be any doubt of his guilt.”

The judge assented, and the oivil lleutenant

- a—

voloe, “that the evidence is complete. Tha last
link has beeh found, and the murderer will be
unable to escape the scaffold, I promise you ?”
As he handed the fragment of paper to the
judge the latter read: :

ver Le Valllant
the 24th of August, 1771,

It was a portion of the deslaration written by
- Ollver before
the duel, and
~whioch he had
‘afterwards
taken from his
adversary’s bo-
dy, and burnt,
The paper had
dropped from
his hands be.
fore it was en-
tirely consum-
ed.

“Do you
folly under-
stand the great
importance of
this discove-
ry 17 continn-
cd the leute-
nant impetu-
ousty. «Doyou
see that thisis
a declislive
proof of the
murderer’s
guilt? Faor
what i, it ne-
cessary for us
to prove? Na-
turally that
Le Vaillant
was on the
spot at the
time the mur.
der was com-

the law, open mitted. This
the door.” 18 {the murder-
There was no er’s signature.
reply. As a moere
“In any signature it
case,” sald the would be va-
lleutenant, as fueless, or
he signed to nearly so. Dut
the locksmith look at-the
to set to work, date. It was
“'we have comg- on the evening
plied with the of the 23rd
forms pres- that the Mar-
eribed by law."” quis left his re.
In two min- sidence never
utes the door to return., It
was open, and wason the24th
the officers of —and conse.
the law eager- quently the
ly pressed for. night before
ward. Almost his flight{—
immediate 1y, . - . - = that Oliver I.o
- however, they = - - Valllant affix.
. drew back in RN - o~ ed his aigna.
lhlrm. Nore. ~ e 5 fure to t }?”]I
volting spec. B e paper, Wwhicli
tacle :m tgzlr == '3%3’;’;— is stained with
eyes, but the 3 the blood of hix
Whole place victim. There.
Wwas filled with fore Oliver Le
the acrid nan. - Vaillant was in
Seating odor - . this h-ouse
©of bleod, There ¢ fHE EVENTS OF HIS LIFE SINCE HIS MARRIAGE CROWDED IN HIS MIND WITH THE RUSH AND CONFUSION OFf THB WHIRLWIND.” when the
Oould no longer ’ crime was

be any doubt about the matter.

been committed, it was only too evident.
After airing the room for some minutes the
Party entered the second apartment,

The body of George de Grancey stretched on
the yofa was the first object ihat met their
gaze. The blood that had escaped from his
Wound had stained his clothes and formed a
8reat pool on the floor. !

“The murder is- only too ‘evident,” sald the
‘ﬂvﬂ lleutenant to the judge, as he examined
the body ; «but I must confess that were 1t
Dot for Mr, Le Vdtildnt’'s flight, which becomes

formidable wearon in our bands, it would be

as daylight that she dces. Let us endeavor to
find the reason, I have no doubt we shall hit it.
And first of all let us go towork systematically,be-
ginning by examining the premises, and taking
‘note of the smallest details. Then we will have
the Marguis' remains transferred to his resi-
ence. It will be desirable also to send the
news of his death to the ministry and to his
family.”
One of the police agents had taken his place
at the, follette table, ready to act as the elvil
lieutenant’s secretary, but the magistrate, in-

stead of dictating the procds-verbal which the law
: required should be drawn out, appeared to be

pet endeavoring to ascertain the relative posi-
tions of the murderer and his victim, he sud-
denly descried in & remofe corner a morsel of
paper, which bore evident fraces of ire. Pick-
ing it up he took 1t to the window for examina-
tion, It proved to be & amall triangular portion
of & large sheet of paper which had, with the
excoption of this fragment, been consumed.
On it were traced some characters which were
still perfectly legible. .

A hiy éye followed the handwriting the eivil
lleutenant uttred a cry of amazement.

«“What is 1t ?” asked the judge eagerly.

«T¢ 1s this,” replied the other in a triumphant

A crime | husband. Why? I cannotsay. But it is plaia | continued his search. As he knelton the car- | committed; and 1t was he whocommittedit ! ”

The civil judge bent to the higher judgment
anil perspicacity of his superior. Nothing re-
matoed to be done but to draw up the proces.
verdal, which was written on the spot. Tne
body of the marquis was then placed onan ex-
temporized litter and carried to his residenc.:,
where it was to le in state for some days. -

After attending to the funeral preparati nx,
the elvil leuntenant returned to Ingouvllle to
keep his promise to Madame Le Valllant.

He found Carmen reelining in a studled atti-
tude on the sofa. Her face was very pale and
her eyes were red and swollen with ‘weeptug.
The magisteate wws sgmpletely deceived, and
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