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preaclîieg does not retard rather thaii advaîuce Cbristiarîity.
Tiiere are phenty of spoken addresses, delivered with botlî
fliiency and energy, which fail to excite any eînotion but
tlîat of ennui Wbat is the matter witlu these addresses?
The preacliers are talking alI around thîeir sub.ject and
neveu' getti ng to the centre o? it. They speak as nmen who
do not fulIN realize the vital fact that religion is a personal
mnatter, that redeuiption is not giveuî to unen collectively but
indivi<iually, tluat tire basic fact of the spiritual life is the
relation o? thie individual soul to Christ. He who lias not a
vividl conception of thuis fact cannot be a spiritual guide.
H-e lis rio riglît to stand in a pulpit. Wlîatever episcopal
lieuediction iiaty have clone for luini, lie lias not beeuu called
of (God to the work o? thie uîinistry. Theological students
slîould weýigli thîis matter wveil. ', Has religion beconie a
persorial matter witlî ne Am I sure- of miy personal aile-
giance, to the Master ?" If 'lYes I"be flot the sincere re-
sponse of the lîeart to thiese questions, the student of divin-
ity lias placed hîiuself in a false position, f rom whîiclî it were
well to withdraw as soon as possible. No skill in composi-
tions, nio miastery o? patristic learning, no practice of debat-
ing clubs will îiake hîim at tiessenger o? Christ.

MILGLASTOEMIL (4 LADSTONE's recent lecture at Ox-
AT OXORD. ford, on Mediteval. Unix ersities, was the

gIreat event of thue termu's life. It is said
tluat wheuu ho entered the thucatre the audience, forgetful of
politics, rose in clamorous -applause to greet thue inost
astouuishîing o? living Vnglisinien, as the bowed, worn figure
slowly miade lits xvay to thie lecturer's desk. The sub -ject of
the lectu re was somiewhant wider thian had lieen auiticipated.
Begiuining with a sketch of the origfiuî o f Uniiversity
foundantion, Mu'. Gladstone passed oui to -a couuulu'rison of
mediieval Oxford and unedineval Paris, arguing that the Eng-
lish University took thue palmn for brilliant andl distinguislied
teachuers. Tiien, leaving the riuiddle ages behîiud hîini, lie
dwelt on tlie Reforniîation and the two succceding centuries,
noting and comparing tire parts played by Oxford and by
Cambridge, and characterizing shortly the leading Oxfo rd
mon and, above ail, the leading Oxford thîcologiantis. In at
lecture whuich covered se înuch grounid it is bard to select
special pcu'ts for notice, for the points are so, nhany. Per-
lîaps the lecture was specialhy admnirable for its assertion of
Laud's true position not only iii Oxford but in the Oburch

o? England. Speaking o? Laud, Mr. (4ladstonie said luis naine
lias ruow for two centuries and a bal? beau largaly visite<l

with disapproval, someties with conlemrpt. So great a
writer as Lord M\acaulay finds in Strafford et dharacter 'of
great abilities, eloquence, and courage ; 'but iii Land only
'a man o? narrow uuiderstanding,' 'o? a nature rash and
irritable,' and of ' small comlmerce witlî the world.' Yet
thiese two meni were the Pylades and Orestes o? civil life,
anti it miglît be liard to show any single point o? action, or
opinion, on which thîey difh'ered. For thie political sentiments
and judicial acts of eitber 1 have not a word ho say, except
that thuey were expiated by botb upon the scaffold, and that
they in rio way enter into the grounds o? the present esti-
mate. Of Laud, as a Churcbman, it ought to have been
remembered at least in extenuation that hae vas the first
Primate o? ail England for niany generations who pu'oved
biinself by luis acts to be at folerant theologian. fin was the
patron not only o? the saintlv and heroic Bedell, but oui the
one hand of Chillingwortb and Hales, on the other o? Usher,
Hall, and Davenant groups o? namnes sbarply severed in
opinion, but uaitedly known in the Iîistory o? abihity and o?
hearning. It is, again, directly to, the prescrnt purpose to
compare the Calvinistie Oxford to whicb Laud came as a
youth with the Anglican Oxford which he quitted to, pass
out into the goverrnment o? affairs. The change in this

place and iii tlîat period almnost equals what was said of
Augustus, that he f ound Rlome brick and lef t it marbie ; or,
if the inverted form be preferred, Laud found Oxfor'd Q
niarbie and lQf t it brick. (Laughter.) For it is the amouut I
of transformation and not its qua]ity that 1 seek to indicate.
This change was flot wroughit by a nian liaving as yet the
Star Chamber and High Commission at his back, but
seenîingly liy sheer force of personat character and will. Ile
went out into the world ; lie obtained hold of tlîe lielm ; lie
gave to, the Anglican polity and.worship wlîat was in t11e
main the impress of Iiis own mind. lie then sank to tlue
gyround in that confliet of the times whichl lie had iucli
bielped to exasperate, but lus scheme of ('hurch polity-for
his it largely was grew UI) fresh, and out of his tomb took
effleet in law at the ]lestoratior. And now with the iiiiti-
gations which religions liberty lias required, it still subsist8
in all its essenitial features, îlot as a personal or partY
opinion, but as embodied alike in statute and in usage, w~ith
nio apparent likelihood of disappealrance or decay. Deali1g
stili oxplusively with the, quantitative aspect of the case, and
wholly apart froin nerits or demierits, 1 conceive that lie,
witî IHenry VJIII. and Queen Elizabeth, formns the triad of
persons who have liad the largest share in giviulg te, tire
nmomeuîtous changes of thre sixteenth century so, ma ch of thce
forni as is strictlv and specificallyBritish. 8Suclu is an outîiire o
the fuets which have led nie to appreciate so highly tue braifl
force o? Laud." Iii a peroration of strikiuigdignity and warmnth,
Mr. Gladstone spoke in general terins of nwhiat Oxford anid
a university ouglit to be. 1'The University iii its inceptiofl
wets at protest and ae o'uaraîîtee a ' aiîust thle unhce re'
dontinance of the ecclesiastical order. he spiritual aud
temiporal or secular elements, so to caîl thim, dwelt side bY
side, througlî the long" course of generations, in standinigj
conipetition, ex'en in occasional strife, but in strife whiclî
neyer even- threatened to beconue estrangemnent. TheY
worked uponi the whole in concert, and jointlv they achieved
a noble result. It is not among the favourable signe; of Our
own era that thîis concord has been broken in soîie EurO,
pean counitries, by the total expulson or disappearance Of
theology from tlue acadeici precinet. 1 have no fear of otil*
witnessing huere aiiy similar soverance betxveen the coristi-
tuent parts of sound and tiiorougu education. (Cheers.) It
mnay be thiat the circumstances and sortie even of tlue 11 jeW
sures of our time have not been propitious to the cultivatioli
of one great brandi of buman knowledge, and have borne
the miarks o? anr inevitable reaction fromr undue clerical pre'
ponderance. Sncb reactions are essentially temnporaryan
will not prevent theology from recovering whiatever groulid
mnay be due to it in virtue of its own proper force. 1 speSi'
of theology as a science, and not o? this tbeology or that
and it seenîs nio violent paradox to say that if there be
C1 reator o? this universe, the knowledge which reverentlY i
deals witli our relations to im cau hardly be other thff'
the ground of hunian knowledge. (Chîcers.) It can theil
hîardly fail to ofièr the richest reward as well as to ad vatile
the most commanding clainu to the service auîd devotion net
of stunted or of crippled intellects, but to, the very flower O
our youth. Whether, as some think, the idea of a Univer'
sity iii its comprehensive f ulness bas ever beeru or lias not ail
essentiilly Christian conception, it cannot, 1 suppose,' be
open te, tlîe smrallest historie doubt thuat the central idea Of
our ancient Englisli universities is an idea esseuitiullY
Christianx. It is nowhere more simply and nowlîere more3
nobly conveyed tlîan in the mnotto for Oxford.-DonibgS
illurninatio uulea. May the day neyer (,orne wlien that eu' t,
sign shall be clîanged, or wben there shahl be the smallest p%
inkling of a desire to change it to is opposite and to prO' d
dlaim Donejnus obscura,'jo meua, Dnrninus obitenelratio meal 4
May that root and atmosphere and liglît wbich yield th 'k


