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collular tissues of the leg becone infiltrat-
od, thoe swelling dillused and pity.
With a change of feed, the action of a
purgative followed by diuretic, hot fo-
mentations, bandaging, and when the
pain abates, moderate oxercise, the swel-
ling usually disappears ; but it lsaves the
vessels  weak, dilated, and prone to
aubsequont attacks.

Cracked Ieels,—Debility of the ab-
sorbents of the legs tends to induce
congestion and  inflawmation of tio
sobaceous glands of the legs, particulariy
in the thick skin covering the hollow of
the heels.  The tendency, of course, is
aggravated by expusure to wet and cold,
amd the veaction juduced by leaving the
heels wet to dry spontanevusly by evap-
oration in tho stable ; but in must cases
th lireet cause is the plethoric condition
owing W high feedivg and iusufticient
exercige.

ZThrush is, in many cases, another
causo of distetic errurs, although in some
it is dus o neglect or mismunagement of
the feot themselves,

It cousista of a subacute inflammation
of the ssneitive frog, whereby, instead of
the tough, elustic horn, a soft pnltecrous
substance is formed, and discharged from
the clefts ~f the froy, which gives off a
most offes..-0 odour. It is attended by
tonderness, .{ not by positive lameness,
and may, if neglected, lead to more
oxtensive disease.

We have had frequent enquiries of
late respecting pigs, and there is evident-
ly a desire for improvement in many
parts of Nova Scetin. Tho following
article from the Zhoroughbred Stocl
Journal may be read with profit :

All breeders who desire to improve
their pig stock or keep up their herd to
a high state of cxcellence, must be
carcful in the selection ol a sire. A
certain amount of Jaxity way be permis-
sable in the females of a herd, when the
sole object is to breed for slaughter, but
even then a high-cluss boar is of prime
importance, and much more so when the
formation or maintenance of a pedigree
herd is the biceder'’s aim,

1t is to the male in a very considerablo
degres we must look to the good qualitivs
of the future herd ; and were it for no
other reason than the comparative ease
with which & common herd is improved
by the judicious use of a few weli-bred
males, this would be of paramount
consideration. It mus! be remembered,
however, that & faulty or undersized siro
has ag riuch, or even'greater, prepotency
v deieriorate the progeny of a hend of,
sy, twenty well-bred sows as a high.
class one has to improve those of twenty
wnder-bred ones.  Consequently, while
the introduction of nn inferior dam to a
herd may result in comparatively small
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loss, the selection of a faulty boar may
do almost irreparablo injury.,  The boar
should o of perfuct symuweity, and show
in o marked degres all the attributes of
the most improved types ; carrying, with
a masculine appeamnce, & head far
romoved from cusrseness, and whose
broad jowl and shatrp fuce betoken great
aptitude to fatten. He need not necos.
sarily bo upon an extra large seale.
Indeed, the short, level-backed amumal,
of equal thickness at shoulders, loins and
haws, and generally a compact form, is
my choice.  Fing in bone, with hams
and shoulders almost down to the
ground, well covered with long silky

hair, botoken good constitution, pe-
sisting  buth the extromes of hent

and cold, and whose line quality is a
guarantes of their caroful breeding. Such
is the typical sive,

Coarse bristles are the eccompanimonts
of coarse hides, and vice versa ; and it is
a matter of importance, though frequently
overlooked, whether the breakiust rasher
i3, a8 sometimes, nearly one-fourth rind,
or whether the latter is almost as thin as
parchment. In addition, tho quality of
the meat is always finer in the latter
case than in the former. Most of the
improved Essex I have met with have
had, in a marked degree, this bhign
excellence alike of skin aud quality of
meat.

Having four:d an animal that indivi-
dually combines the essential good
qualities, it is necessary to enquire about
his progenitors, and especially his dan.
I have found, that, asa rule, the young
male perpetuates in marked degree the
characteristics of his dam, and the young
fomale of her sire. It follows, then,
that, however expedient it may be for
the pork-producer to breed from inferior
or faulty fumale specimens of the fumily,
the bour-breeder must only rear from
not only & well-bred but a good shaped
sow of the highest quality and chawcter-
istics ; mot only su, but her auwming
powers must bo <uly considered, as they
nro of the greatest importance. It isas
reyuisite that the pig should be sble to
nurture her olfspring, and be gifted with
a plentitul supply of milk, as it is for the
dairy cow to be so, while there is as
much dilference in this respect between
individuals of the one tribe as the other.
Yet it is only from 2 dam sv constitu.ed
that a young boar should bo selected, as
this milking ;,ift is to a very large exent
inhented.

The difierence between a sow whose
milk is pientiful and one who has but a
scanty sapply is very apparent in their
offspring.  Those ot ths former grow
with rapidity, and lay a foundation for
future thrift and early profit, whilst the
lattar's nover fully recover their early
stiat. I strongly, advise, then, that
toars should be selected from dams pos-

sessing wood milking  properties.  As
fecundity is o mattor of great tmportance
in the pig, and tho capahlity of nursung
a numerous littor of quite equul smpor-
tance, it is woll tu seo that the sow hasa
full completent of teats, for Mastor Pigyery
dovs nut brook any partnersinp in the
one he has solected. Thoreforo a sow
should huve frem twelve to fourteen
well developed teats, and then sho has a
chance of rearing a good litter. In hke
manuer I prefer o boar selected from
largo Li.ters and from a prolific sow.

In selecting sows for tho genenl stock,
breadth and depth of frame are of
paramount  importance. With  this
should bu allicd as many of the charue-
teristies of high quality as can be obtain-
ed, when a breeding hewd is intoended ;
cuarseness, either uf hide, hair, or head,
should never be condoned, and though it
is not absolutely necessary to udhere to
the compactness of furm, as in the boar,
still the sow should be built upon level
lines, and be quite even and symmetri-
cal.  Wheu it is desivable to increase the
size of a herd, & boar upon o largor sealo
may bo selected or intruduced ; but, as a
rule, the symmetry and quality should
be the pruminent features of the boar,
and frame, united to as much symmetry
and quality =3 possible, be those of the
sow.  Taking the White breeds as
examples : to improve the quality of the
Middle breed or give greater scale to the
Small, sclect 2 Middle sow and Small
boar ; and, in the same way, when it is
desired to increase tho size of the Middle
take a well-bred sow of the Large breed,
amil a good Little boar, and from these,
with careful breeding, a class of pigs with
all the frame and fine growth of the
Large, with the feeding qualitiesand hair
of the Middle, might be vbtained. This,
it appears to me, i3 not sufficiently
appreciated ; at Teast, the great majority
of the Largs White pigs I see lack early
and profitable aptitwde to fatten. When
pork or bacon 18 the sols aim of the
breeder, I am free to confess that the
produce of what muy be designed
Medium-bred sows are as profitable as any,
aud perhaps crosses, a8 between the Lange
Middle Whiw, and the Berkshires, are
most profitable oi all; but after the
tirst cross these are comparatively value-
less for ‘Ybreeding purposes. Some
breeders of \White pigs, when grazing 18
resorted to, find it more economical to
keep thickset sows of Middle type and
a lengthy Iarge-framed boar. They say
that the Middle class of animals are kept
wore economically than the Large, con-
sequently 1t is chenper to keep twonty
small eaters, and one large eater, than
vice rversa. Their reasoning is correct,
and when all the young are consigned to
the butcher it 15 2 plan that has its
advantiges, But the sowz should be the
selected ones out of litters having a



