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tve ficlds in which weeds are found 5 but there still remmins that of
Apriculturo, so prolific in thene pestr, of which xome ave members of
the great ¢ Genus homo,” some of the animal kingdom, while there is
still tho great class belonging to the vegotable kingdom,

Looking first at the human woeeds of this division, we wonder
what has caused the great detevioration from the image of God in
which man was originally created.  We often hear such terms us
* hayseod” and * clod-hopper ** applied to some of our farmers, but,
mark you, it is only to the weeds of the profession that such terms
are applicd. The progressive scientific agriculturist demands and re.
ceives the respect due him and his profcési(m.. The grent difficalty in
doaling with onr carcless farmers is to convinee them of the groat
benefits which would follow from the application of scientific methods
to their work. In dealing with inanimate weeds, we can externinate
them, but this is rather drastic treatment for the animate ones. ‘They
must be shown, in theory and in practice, thuts happicr and more in.
dependent existence, is not only possible for them, but is actually
within their reach. It is only when this plan of canprign is success-
fully carriod out that we shinll have & rural population free from
human woeds.

Then again the livo stock on ore farms is not by any means whay

it should be: thorses and cattle, are alike in being
far below the rank of first-class  animals, If it be true
that & man may Dbe known Dby his dog, it should

be true to & much greater extent that he may be known by the
Torse he drives.  Judging from this standard, I think most of our fur.
mers would be rated very low,  The * scrub curse™ is certainly 4
great and serious onte. "Ihe muny advantages of hiving «blue blood*
in farm stock liave 5o often been shown that we can now anly wender
that men still refuse to avail themselves of them.  The only remody
for the scrub weed is erndication ; then why give it a place on
Ontario fnrms ?

Let us now for a short time consider what are ondinarily known
as weeds, viz., thoze of the vegetable class, alax far too common in the
sail of our fair Proviuce.  Itisnsad fact that weeds follow in the
wake of civilization. Sce our North West, which a few years ago was
practically free from these pests, but as ** westwand the tide of em.
pire takes its way,” these fertile virgin prairics are rapidly becoming
as badly infested ag otr own older Province.

‘I'he groat difticulty in the way of having clean farms is that their
owniers are ever ready  {o submit with calnt roxiguation to the foc.
This line of action is however entively unwarmatable ;. for evidence
look no furtber than our ewn Cellege Farm which a few short years
Ao was rmenget the worst in thix vespect, but which is todny a
+ Model Farm ™ indeed in peint of cleanliness.  What is necded is
that all our farmers should unite in saying that weeds must go. and
sinoe ** unity is strength ™ they will certainly go.

During the past, the great shcet anchor in the battle agrinst
woeds lias been the tedious and expensive  system of bare-faliowing.
This is new, however, considered by the best anthorities to be in
many ways inferior to n judicions aystem of rotation, embracing in
its coune the grewth of certain craps injutious to the fonm of weeds
to be exterminated. as well as onc or more hood  crops which, while
they give ample opportunity for the caltivation of the sail, still yield
produce maore than sufticient to my for the Iabor involved.

There still remaius that weed form known as the **noxious
weed ” (tobneco).  Hut Tam glad to be able to gay that since the air

and soil were not congeninl at the 0. A, C., it has never prospered
with us,

In conclusjon, 1 would say, we have been over the vavious fields
in which weeds are found, we have seen together that in all the wilke
and occnpations of our worldly life they are by fur too common.
Therefore 1 would ask you, one und all, to unite, to rise in your
strength to fight againgt them wherever you sy encounter them.
Do not wait for some grand opportunity to awe yvour fellow men by
trying to overcome some great evil; it is the many little things which

in the end make up the geand total.  Remember thut — -

* True worth is in being not seeming,
In doing cach day that goes by

Same little goad, not in the dreaming
Of great things to do bye and bye.”

Wait for the day of great things and the chances are that day
will never nrrive.  Weall should try to remember that the life of
ench one of us is # seading-ground. wo ourselves are ton great extent
the sowers.  Let us then exercise all due watchfulness that no foul
souls secure # foothold therein.  Iiach one has the power, by God's
help, to so keep his heart and mind pure and free from the tares and
weeds of the world, that he may hear the Great Harvester say when
he reaps the golden grain of a life of kindly words and noble doods,
« I will gather this wheat into my barn,”

And now it is with mingled feclings that we  older students look
upon the cventful day to which we have so long looked forward.
Mingled feclings 1 sny because into them enter o lurgely the opporing
clements, Joy and Sorrow.

Sorrow, because it is the day when 8o many of us xever our con-
nection with our beloved Alta Mater, and  becuse it now also de-
volves upon us to partially sever the many, many ties of friendship
and brotherly Jove which have been so gradually but firmly weaving
themsclves around our hearts.  We feel that here we have passed
some of the best and sweetest momenis of our livex,

But again, we rejoioe, because we feel that now is  to commence
in earnest the battle of our lives, that now is given unto us the op-
portunity to show to our fellows that our duys here have not been
wasted 3 and that it is not brain or imuscle working ingly that is the
price of success, but that it is the happy union and harmaonions cous-
bination of the two which is the surety of ultimate victory.

On bebalf of our departing students, I would now tuke this ap.
portunity of thanking all thoee who have in xo muny ways assisted in
mnking our stay hiere plensant and profitable.
our warmest thanks are duc for their ever-veady gonerosity and kind

To our city fri nds,
hospitality. But words are inadequate to express our heart.felt
thanks to thore connected with the institution, who were ever willing
to give unto us a kindly word or a helping hand in our times of trou.
ble and perplexity.

Class-matcs, the day of our scparation has at Iaxt arrived 1 may
we, cach ono of us, as we go forth from our little world into the lar-
ger warld 2round us, strive to benefit our fellow.men by the know-
ledge we have bere acquived.  And, although our paths in life may be
widoly divergent, may wo all striveto follow the same Guideand roach
the same goal where partings are unknown.

Finis Coronat Opus.
{Valedictory address delivered at the Closing Excrcises, 1898.)




