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lhad becu transmittcd to bis Exceliency frorn
Hlalifax, by Mr. Poster, thc late Minister in
Amnerica. A proposition accomnpanying tlhese
as to the propriety of suspending hostilities,
until the pleasure of the Prcsidcnt of the
«United Statcs should be known, mis sulbmlittcd
te the Anierican Ceneral, in the lioie that
this coneiliatory mnsure, remlioviîîg the alieCc
principal -round of difflerence betwcen the two
nations, woculd bc met by a coi-respondîni
disposition on the part of the Ainerican Gov-
ermcent. Gencral Dearborn readily consented
te an armistice (except as to General Mlill,
wliotlie said, aeted under the immiiiediatc com-
ruands of the sceeretary-.-t-war),. and f'orwardcd
the despatches te biis Governiment, which,
mnisconstritcting this friendiy proffer iute a
sense of weakness and of danger on the part
of the Blritishî commander, and probabiy
fiushcd with, the prospect of subjilgatingUpper
Canada, rcfused to ratify the armistice.

WVe have alrcady st..tcd thiat the transport
of American stores ivas -Auchi furtlitrcd by
the eperations of tue armistice; but it should
be remnemhercd that àt was equaiiy in the
power of th(; British te avail tlieinisel-ves of the
tiiac. tiîus afforded them for preparation. Sti!l it
was cicariy Sir George Ilrevost's dufy te carry
out by evcry nicans in bis powcr the inistr-uc-
tions lie Il-d receivcd froiln the Blîitisil Cev-
ernmcent, Mnd wve do inet sec wbant other couirse
ho could have adopted.

Hec avaiied lîiînslf of flic Yery first oppor-
tunîty that offlercd te re-estabishi ainicahlc
relations between the two couintries. lu sh,]ort,
he adviscd tlic American Govcriiiînent, that
they liad newv ne cause te :dicgc for a continu-
ance of bostilities, iinirnuch as ail the g*ri cv-
ances of whichi they compiaincd hiad been re-
inovcd. Ile, therefore, in further-ance of hiis

of the disaiiow-ancc o? the teniporary truce. BIe-
sides if the Amecricans bad avaiicd tlîcmsclvcs
of it for one purpose, se aise hiad the British
for anothcr. '"A cordon wvas formied along
the frontiers of Lower Canadla, frein Yaîna.,ska
te St. Régýis, wherc the Une of stparation be-
twcen the Unîited States and Lowcr Canada
touches the St. Lawrence. cons-isting- of Cana-
dian voltigeurs and part of the cmnhodied i.
litia. A lighit brigade of the dite of the forces
regular and militii, ivas formied at Blaîrfindie,
uinder the commnand of Lietut.-Col. Younig, éif
the 8tli reg-imient, eonsisting of the flank cern-
panics of tue Sth, 10Oth, and 103<1 regimients,
witlî the Canachian Fencibles, the flank coni-
pallies of the - first, battalien of emubodied mni-
litia, and a smiall brigade of the royal artiiiery,
with six field pieces.

"'fTic road te the United States, from the
camp ;at Biairfindie (or I'Acadie) tlîrough
Buirtonvilie and Odelltown, wvas eut ulp and
reiffdereà impracticabie by abbatis, and every
precati'*,,n taken toprevent. a suddcn irruption
frein tatU qiuarter. he voitigetirs, with ex-
traerdinary perseverance, efflected this fatigu-
in- duty in the cotirsc cf a vcry short timie,
under the suîwrintendencc of theiî coînnand-
ing officer, Major dle Saiaberry."

The caumneration cf tiiese varions operations
i s a fair proof that, as tlic armistice beiieiîttvd
the AýmericanF, se did it, in like mianner, ope-
rate beneficialiy on BIritish interests. We
wili, hiowcver, te enable tue reader to arrive
at -i just, conclusion, miake a fcw cxtrac!s frein
the narrative cf S. Van flanselier, who acted
as ai(ie-<lec.aml) te lais relative, Generai Van
Ranseiner, at thînt timie commandisig tlic
troops on the Niagara frontier:

"ln thîs state cf things, the armistice wvbich,
had beemi concluded betwvecn Generai Dearborn

instructions, proposed a temporary cessation cf and the- Governor Gencral of Canada, ivas an-
hostilities, ini bopes cf avcrting the iniseries cf nounied te Gencral Van Ransciner, anti it
a war between two kindred nations, anti cf becane nccessary te settle wit1î the cern-
affording tinie fer the establishîment cf a per- mander cf the 1>ritishi forces opposite te, us,
manent, peace. As far as thsis proposai is in tcrmns cf an arrangement fur tise govcrnnmcnt
question, ne other course ivas open te, Sir cf the armies on tise Niagara, duriîîg the con-
George; lic liad not the powver cf choice. tinuance cf tîse armistice. The performance
IVhlen, tee, ive consider tise inatter stili fur- of thîis dtr %vas assigned to mie, antd a sîîg-
ther, it shouid be remieiibcrcd that the armii- ge-stionliaving beentiad(e by mc to tîa«tteffeet,
stice only lastcd one mionth, altholi iii force 1 liad tise autliority cf Gceral Van Iqansclacer
for a longer l)eriod on the western frontier, and te attempt suds an arrangemient, abesides
on the .3ist Atigtst Sir George ipt h is 1se mrhî the ol01 scnt)pae b eca

instructions te the west, andvising Gen. Brock Dearborn, iniglut enable us, pcadiîîg the


