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Thianksgiving.

MRS. M. IL ýSMITH.

Thanksgiving Day is nov a national
institution. It is peculiarly. American
in ils origin and history, as weII as in
character. Together with the annual
recurring cause for thankfulness, there
are gathering about this many associa-
tions which tend to hallow it. There
are ail the wonderful providences which
aur ancestors experienced and were
thankful for appealing ta our gratitude
not less poweriully than later blessings,
which we are to share, not with the
past, but with the future. The day
associates itseif closely with the history
of the country, and it does this largely
thraugh the history of individuals and
famies. It is shown to be of home
arîgin. Its keeping is largely under the
ancestral roof-tree, about the domestic
hea.îh and family baard. It is com-
pitetely unsectarian, and appeals to .111
except the thorough going fatalist. Its
value' ta the -individui1 aiid ta the
public depends upon the spirit in which
it is kept and upon the manner of its
observance We have great reason to
rejoice on account af oui spiritual
blessings, but we ought flot ta be induf-
ferent to aur daily temporal, blessings,
which also coin e from the hand af God.
Let us spend a short time then in con-
sidering the nature and grounds af the
joy t0 which the prophet refers, flot for-
getting, befos.z we close, the higher joy
which it typifies:

ist. The~ nature of this thanksgiving.
Thanktcivang in harvest is a reasonable
tbankspy'ving. The prosperity of a
nation depends very largely upon the
character of the harvesis, and therefore
it is most natural that when the harvest
is pienteous our praise shouid ascend
ta God the Father, fromn whomn ibis,
even mare directly than many blessings.
bas surely corne. We have been taught
ta pray, IlGive us this day our daily
bread." If we thus recognize aur de-
pendence on God, is it flot fltting that
we should tbank Him wben he answers
aur prayers ?

2nd. Thanksgiving ini harvest is a
universal thanksgiving, a thanksgiving
in which aIl sections af the Christian
church, aIl classes ai the community,
alI nations and races rnay unite ta-

gether. We consîanlly camplain ai
the vant ai unity that cxists betveen
Christian people, but there is a.platform
upon which ail rnay unite. HoWèéVer
much ve may differ in doctrine or in
politics, vre are ail agreed upon the
necessity ai having bread ta eat.

Thanksgiving in harvest, then, is a
Catboiic tbanksgiving. IVe are so apt
ta forget sometimes boy mnch vre
really ove ta God. How seldom do
we hear the voice ai thanksgivng lifted
up in acknovledgment of merdies in
aur church praycr-meetings. Our good
brethren seemn te adopt laa literaI an
idea ai tlîeir gatbering together. They
neyer tire ai presenting petitions ai
every nature; but hov seldom do we
hear the heart expressing ils joy and
gladness and breaking out into a glad
sang ai praise. IlBless the Lord, 0 my
sou], and forget not ail His benefits"i
is as much a Christian injunction as
Icasting ail your cares upon Him, for

be careth for you." Can it be possible
that in ail aur many meetings for
prayer there is no soul filed vitb the
joyous emotions ? We much doubt
ibis. Are we alvays ta appear before
God as beggars, and neyer tender him
our tbanks ? Must he constantly be
lavishing good upon us, defend us from
harma and rescue us fram danger and
yet be unvorthy ai our praise? Look
iraa your ovu heatt and réeview yaur
past luei Christian friend, and sec if
there is not occasion ta
"Lift up ta God the voice àl praise,

Wbose gaodness paisirîg thougbr
Loads every mintUte as it flues

lVith benefits unsought. "
And, if so, then "l lit it Up.; be not
airaid." Rest assured God del.ghts to
see the tbankfi soul as weil as the one
who is constantiy pleading the prumises
and praying ta be delivered fram the
evil. White it is true that ve shall
aivays be dependent upon Him fur ail
spiritual growth and grace, stîll it is
equally truc that we should continually
praise Him for wbat He lias wraughit
in us. O, how niucb we bave ta tbank
Gad for! Framt wbat deptbs ai Sin He
delivered us! I.et us cultivate then a
spirit ai ioity praise, ai boly giadness,
and we shahl find prayer mnre refresh-
ing.

Benevolent Wo.rk.

At this season of the year we must
think of helping the needy of aur con-
gregations, and very afien we do not
do it in the best and wisest way, for
lack ai systematic planning.

The iollowing report, which was read
by the President at the annual meeting
in October, wiii show the plan the
church in Owen Sound- bas adapted:

IlThe wark af the Benevoient Soci-
ety received its inspiration from the
sending out ai Christmas bundies af
toys, candies, etc., by the S. S. chiIdren,
vbhich vas ai necessity supervised by
the S. S. teachers ai (L others af the
congregation. Last Christmas those
bundies included such clathing as vas
at the disposaI of the workers. It vas
then apparent that by a littie systematic
effort the church might be made the
centre ai a benevoient work, wbîch,
however small in its beginning, could
be limited anly by the blessin3 ai God,
whose Son, aur Saviaur, bids us 'let
aur ligbt so shine before men, that
they seeing aur goad varks niay glorify
aur Father who is in heaven.' Witb
the conviction pressed home upon us, a
meeting ai the sisters ai the cburcb
vas held at the home ai Mrs. W. A.
Stephens last Marcb, with a viev ta or-
ganizing for future vork. The meeting
was a large one, and after engaging ini
earnest prayer and in reading of the
Scriptures, plans vere discussed, and
finally a president, secretary, treasurer,
and «'cutting out cammittee' were ap.
painted. It was decided ta ask for
contributions ai cast-ofl clothing from
members ai the congregation and to
meet tbe first Friday oi every nionth,
for the purpose ai tmaking and mendirsg
garments for children, and sa ta iay by
a supply faf distribution when winter
came round again. Mrs. Jordan's in-
vitation ta meet regularly at bier bouse
vras gratefully accepted. The regular
meetings have flot been sa largely at-
tended as the inaugural one, but a few
sisters bave been .very faitbful in this
respect, natably atir aged Sister Pearce,
whose cneery presence and willing
bands we miss greatly. Qihers- bave
dent substantial tokens ai tbeir interest
in the shape ai clotbing and rnoney.

"Tbis is a work in which every
ruenber of tbe cburch can take a part
-those wbo have money, rbose who
bave clothing, those who have lime,
can each give as lies in their pawer;-
and aIl can give their prayers-prayers
that we may be endowed witb wisdomn
and prudence in giving ai our small
store, that tbey may receive wbo truly
are in greateýt need ; prayers, that we
may have that love tovards those we
belp, witbout wbicb, 1tbougb we give
aIl aur gootis ta feed the poor, it profit.

ehus nothing -' prayers that thtough
the influence ai this Cbrist-given work,
other hearts may be turned ta Him
whomi we serve, and be brougbt under
the teacbing ai His holy word.

Il Before clasing 1 would say ihat the
officers of this society will be glad ta
receive donations ai wbatever nature.
Let ail take a share in this departmnent
af church wartk. 1 Freely yc have re-
ceived, freely give.'

"Should Spend His Last Dollar.">

Rev. Chas. T. Cacking, reîurned
missionary from japan :"' I consider K.
D. C. worth its veigbt iu gold. Any
anc suffering fromn dyspepsia, if he has
a dollar left, should buy it, and îry the
truth ai wbat I say. Tbey wbo give it
a trial wiii continue ta take it, I amn
sure."

Trcasurer's Report.

ST. TiiomAs, Dec i il, i 89S.-Please ac.
knowledge in the Disciple the receipt,
af the following money.
Loba Auxiliaty ............ $ 7.00
Winger <Wainfleet) Aux ....... il.oo
junior Endeavors, St. Thomas... 8.o
Foreign Missions, Wiarton Aux... 200

MatS. JOHN CAMPILL,
Treasurer.

FOR NRyUp$PI
eSREE »AMPLESK.tDC-ANO PILLS. W lt. fanthoM.
KO C. CO Ltd. Boston. U.S. and N.ew O >sow. Con.

WA*UGHE'S

MENS8 FURNISHINC
AND

HAT STORE.
OPPOSITE THE POST OPYIOE.

HAM ILTON.

HflMILTON'S LEADING DRUci HOUSE
ESTABLI8HED OVER 60 VEARS.

VI SITORS ta Hamilton will find us heiquatm
for Rare and Pure Drugi, Poinits, Varnith,

Pamnt and Varnish Brushes. Coach Col=n, Golt aaL
Silver Bronzes, *Gold Lea. Gold Paint. AitI.w
MsaerWia-ncluding Oit. Water andl Chic& Colo.
and Brushes, Piacques, Panels, etc.

âW OrduzWby mai! wiIl receive prompt &rin"k

A. 'HAMILTON & CO.,
COIL KING ANDi JAMsix STS.,

Raistltoos. OUI

WTood, 82

Flour, CANNoN ST. unT.
CORt. TisoM.xe

Fe d. Telephone 92
11A14ILTON, ONT.

It diocsr't malle any difference ta us

THE SIZE 0F THE MAN
THE BIZE 0F HIS PURSEr.

Front aur extensive stock we can suze up the
man in short order and at a iess drain oni his
purse than at most ciothing stores.

OAK HALL,
10 James St N. D!AMILTOI.

NW. 1'ARRAR, Manager.

Miss A. Es Jones,
TYPEEWRITER COPYIST.

Legal Documents, Au 't1ors' Manuscripts,
Architects' Specifications,

Correspondence,
etc.

Typewriter Supplies For Saie.

17 MAIN ST. EAST, HAMILTON.
Accuracy Guaranteed. Telephoro 121&.,

Jan. 1


