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Thanksgiving.

——

MRS, M. E. SMITH,

Thanksgiving Day is now a national
mstitution. It is peculiarly American
in its origin and history, as well as in
character. Together with the annual
recurring cause for thankfuiness, there
are gathering about this many associa-
tions which tend to hallow it. There
_ areall the wonderful providences which
our ancestors experienced and were
thankful for appealing to our gratitude
not less powerfully than later blessings,
which we are to share, not with the
nast, but with the future. The day
associates itself closely with the history
of the country, and 1t does this largely
through the history of individuals and
families. It is shown to be of home
origin. Its keeping is largely under the
ancestral roof-tree, about the domestic
hea'th and family board. It is com-
pletely unsectarian, and appeals to ali
except the.thorough going fatalist. Its
value to the -individual and to the
public depends upon the spirit in which
it is kept and upon the manner of its
observance. We have great reason to
rejoice on account of ouy spiriteal
blessings, but we ought not to be indif-
ferent to our daily temporal. blessings,
which also come from the hand of God.
Let us spend a short time then in con-
sidering the nature and grounds of the
joy to which the prophet refers, not for-
getting, befor2 we close, the higher joy
which it typifies

1st. The nature of this thanksgiving.
Thankezving in harvest is a reasonable
thanksp.ving. The prosperity of a
nation depends very largely upon the
character of the harvests, and therefore
it is most natural that when the harvest
is plenteous our praise should ascend
to God the Father, from whom this,
even more directly than many blessings,
has surely come, We have been taught
to pray, *“Give us this day our daily
bread.” If we thus recognize our de-
pendence on God, is it not fitting that
we should thank Him when he answers
our prayers ?

2nd. Thanksgiving in harvest is a
universal thanksgiving, a thanksgiving
in which all sections of the Christian
church, all classes of the community,
all nations and races may unite to-
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gether.  We constantly complain of
the want of unity that exists between
Christian people, but there is a_platform
upon which all may unite. Howéver
much we may differ in doctrine or in
politics, we are all agrced upon the
necessity af having bread to eat.

Thanksgiving in harvest, then, is a
Catholic thanksgiving. We are so apt
to forget sometimes how mnch we
really owe to God. How seldom do
we hear the voice of thanksgiving lifted
up in acknowledgment of mercies in
our church prayer-meetings. Ourgood
brethren seem te adopt too literal an
idea of their gathering together. They
never tire of presenting petitions of
every nature; but how seldom do we
hear the heart expressing its joy and
gladness and breaking out into a glad
song of praise. * Bless the Lord, O my
soul, and forget not all His benefits ”
is as much a Christian injunction as
‘¢ casting all your cares upon Him, for
he careth for you.” Can it be possible
that in all our many meetings for
prayer there is no soul filled with the
joyous emotions? We much doubt
this. Are we always to appear before
God as begpars, and never tender him
our thanks? Must he constantly be
lavishing good upon us, defend us from
harm and rescue us from dange, and
yet be unworthy of our praise? Look
into your own heart and review your
past life, Christian friend, and see if
there is not occasion to
“ Lift up to God the voice of praise,

Whose goodness passing thought

Loads every minute as it flies

With benefits unsought.”

And, if so, then “lift it up; be not
afraid.” Rest assured God delights to
see the thankful soul as well as the one
who is constantly pleading the prunises
and praying to be delivered from the
evil. While it is true that we shall
always be dependent upon Him forall
spiritual growth and grace, still it is
equally true that we should continually
praise Him for what He has wrought
in us. O, how much - we have to thank
God fort From what depths of sin He
delivered us! Let us cultivate then a
spirit of lofty praise, of holy gladness,
and we shall find prayer more refresh-

ing.

Benevolent Work.

At this season ef the year we must
think of helping the needy of our con-
gregations, and very often we do not
do it in the best and wisest way, for
lack of systematic planuing.

The following report, which was read
by the President at the annual meeting
in October, will show the plan the
church in Owen Sound has adopted :

“The work of the Benevolent Soci-
ety received its inspiration from the
sending out of Christmas bundles of
toys, candies, etc., by the S, S. children,
‘which was of necessity supervised by
the S, S. teachers ai«d others of the
congregation.  Last Christmas those
bundles included such clothing as was
at the disposal of the workers. It was
then apparent that by a little systematic
effort the church might be made the
centre of a benevolent work, which,
however small in its beginning, could
be limited only by the blessing of God,
whose Son, our Saviour, bids us ‘let
our light so shine before men, that
they seeing our good works may glorify
our Father who is in heaven.” With
the conviction pressed home uponus, a
meeting of the sisters of the church
was held at the home of Mrs. W. A,
Stephens last March, with a view to or-
ganizing for future work. The meeting
was a large one, and after engaging in
earnest prayer and in reading of the
Scriptures, plans were discussed, and
finally a president, secretary, treasurer,
and ¢ cutting out committee’ were ap-
pointed. It was decided to ask for
contributions of cast-off clothing from
members of the congregation and to
meet the first Friday of every month,
for the purpose of making and mending
garments for children, and so to lay by
a supply for distribution when winter
came round again. Mrs. Jordan's in-
vitation to meet regularly at her house
was gratefully accepted. The regular
meetings have not been so largely at-
tended as the inaugural one, but a few
sisters have been very faithful in this
respect, notably our aged Sister Pearce,
whose cheery presence and willing
hands we miss greatly, Others have
sent substantial tokens of their interest
in the shape of clothing and money.

“This is a work in which every
member of the church can take a part
—those who have money, rhose who
have clothing, those who have time,
can each give as lies 1n their power;
and all can give their prayers—prayers
that we may be endowed with wisdom
and prudence in giving of our small
store, that they may receive who truly
are in greate:t need ; prayers, that we
may have that love towards those we
help, without which, * though we give
all our goods to feed the poor, it profit-
eth us nothing; prayers that through
the influence of this Christ-given work,
other hearts may be turned to Him
whom we serve, and be brought under
the teaching of His holy word.

“ Before closing I would say that the
officers of this society will be glad to
receive donations of whatever nature,
Let all take a share in this department
of church work. ¢Freely yc have re-
ceived, freely give.)”

“ Should Spend His Last Dollar.”

Rev. Chas. T. Cocking, returned
missionary from Japan : ** I consider K.
D. C. worth its weight iu gold. Any
one suffering from dyspepsia, if he has
a dollar left, should buy 1t, and try the
truth of what I say. ‘They who give it
a trial will continue to take it, I am
sure.”
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Treasurer's Report.

St. THoMas, Dec 11, 1895.—Flease ac-
knowledge in the Disciple the receipt
of the following money.

Lobo Auxiliaty .
Winger (Wainfleet) Aux........
Junior Endeavors, St. Thomas... 8,00
Foreign Missions, Wiarton Aux... 300
Mrs. Joun CampsrLL,
Treasurer.

were s norna wt K, 1D, C,
FORNERVOUS PYSERESIA
FREE PLES X.D C.AND PILLS.

SAM . Write for them.

K DC.CO Ltd.Boston.U.8.ang New 0|=-=owl Can.
&
WAUGH'S

MEN'S FURNISHING

AND

HAT STORE.

OPPOSITE THE POST OFFIOK,
HAMILTON.

HAMILTON'S LEADING DRUG HOUSE

ESTABLISHED OVER 650 YEARS.

ISITORS to Hamilton will find us headquarters
for Rare and Pute Drugs, hI’ i

aints,
Paint and Varnish Brushes. loss, Gold

Silver. Bropzes, Gold Leaf, Gold Paint, Astiet
Materials—including Qil, Water and China Coloes
snd Brushes, Placques, Panels, etc.

&& Ocrders by mail will receive prompt artestica

A. 'HAMILTON & CO,,

Cor. K1NG AND JAMES STs.,
Haniltoo, Ows.

Coal, P} WH[HER,

Wood, - 362 -

Flour, CANNON ST. EAST.

Cor. TiISDALE:
Feed
L. Telephone 9€9.

HAMILTON, ONT,

It doesn’t make any difference to us

THE SIZE OF THE MAN

——OQR———
THE SIZE OF HIS PURSE:

From our extensive stock we can size up the
man in short order and at a less drain on his
purse than at most clothing stores.

OAK HALL,

10 James St. N, HAMILTON.
W. FARRAR, Manager.

Miss A. E. Jones,
TYPEWRITER COPYIST.

Legal Documents, Auttors’ Manuscripts,
Architects’ Specifications,
Cortespondence,
ete.

Typewriter Supplies For Sale.
17 MAIN ST. EAST, HAMILTON.

Accuracy Guaranteed, Telephone 1213,



