
248 'HIE OWlU.

niore disinterested they are. the better they
serve the initerests of hiunlanitv. Pasteur
%vas disinterestedness itself Witlî but a
a sinle mlotive-that of saving
lives-hie considered it bis duty to
niake use of il] bis genius to carry out bis
noble designs. " Whlether our efforts," lie
wvrites, "* bc more or less favored in life,
every miîe. %when lie ai>prcoachies the great
day of teckoming niust lie able to say: 1
have donc what 1 couill "' Pasteur 'vas the
iiost niodest of met). Wh'at inii ost natures
would have causcd a just pride, seciied
inIiii i to increase bis humility, with
the satisfaîction of having donc Ibis duty.

Though lie is rcnownied cbiefly ais a
scientist, Pasteur possesse-l gre.it literary
abilities. i-is speeches and writings on
the expianation of lus theories are mnaster-
pieces of clearness and precision. Mul re-
ever the oratiotis lie delivered in '7o on
the causes of bis countrv's severe defeats
at the bands of the ruciflibors froni the
banks of the R.line, and on the nucans of
ruti:edyirng the disasters aire of a vigorouis
and very elegalit style.

If sonie nations liave not sba.-w. grati-
tude to great meni d uring ihecir life. nt) such
blanie cain bc laid at the door of the
Fret'ch people with regard to Pasteur. 'lhle
701h1 anniversary of bis birth %vas celebrated
lu IParis with unusui-al pomnp and spiendour.
The Pasteutr Instituto is the îîîost gratify-
ing mlonumnent hit could haîve bcen
erected tou bis iieniory. There the illus-
trious president conlinue.l bis I ihors,
there he leaves Nocard and R iix t eon
tinlue lus task'. ht is rcporîe'i îîat a1 Sub-
scriîîîion, and an internitional one, bas
jutîs been stirted in Paris to erect a statue.
No d'îubt it iilit bxdul con-
Iributed to, for if evcry a bronz.e iietiiorial
-was deserved b>' any ni iii, that ian i;
Pasteur. Th'le illustrious srientist lias bee i
praised as nîucb abroid aî iii France.
Perhaius the Iighest praise we could offer
liii, would ba to quoie tliose beautiful
word-- fromi the peul of tlîc late Prof.
Huxley : "Tlhc discoveries of Paisteur
vould have sufficed to pay the fi-e
milliard r ansoni of tlîe Franco-Gernîai
Wa-r" Pasteur, so long beliieved to hie an
atlîeist. bas closed lus career a fervenlt
rCaîlolic. As the Sun abolit t0 sink heiow
11hC IloriMn, lie lias puit o1 luis girl) of tie

riclîest hue and the Iast ray lue cast lias
disclosed another phiase of lus greatness.

France arnd the Academy have recently
lost aîîoîler nman of genius in the jerson
of Alexandre 1)umas fils. It is very
seldoni that we find iii literature a father
and son beco:îue so famous, and the
wvorld-wide reputation of the eider Dumnas
bias probably beeti eclipsed by thit of the
younger. DuIluas fils WaS bonil at Paris 1 324.
1iîe autiior of 'lwfone G/ilrisio " long re-
fused to believe, it is said, that lîisson would
becoie a writer. Ile acktîowledged i:
%wab great: pride, lîowvever, wlîeu "La
Dame aux ('oné/as" ivas produced first
.as a uiovel and1 thiet as a p)lay. It alone
lias secuired inimortality for its autlior.
I3rouglhî before the public by the renowned
aicîrLess Sarahi Bernhardit, it is perbaps the
niiost pol)ular draia of the day. It also
obtaiioc great succe-s as an opera by
VTerdi under tlîe naine of 'l a Tiraviala."
D)umîas' other pîroductions are; Diane
de Lys, Le Demi-monde, La Qucstion
d'a-r-(zenî, L,'Anii des femmies, Affaire
Cléinceant, I.ei idéas de Mme Àubray,
La Prnîcessc (;eorges, Monsieur A Iplonse,
IEriii-,èr-, anîd lts Danicbeff. Ail
tilese wvorks are iiiufit for pertîsai on
accoutît of ilieir iuîîtiîortality. T'ney have,
lîowever, great i cnt %viîl regard tri style
and conception. Thle Journal des Débats
sayi : « NI. I)uîîîas wvas a mîari of extraord-
iîîary genius anîd tlie -reatest mari Our
tlîeatre lis seen since Corneille, Racine,
arnd ào:r. No praise could bh lgier
thau this, nr could it couue froni a more
conipetent: auîlî wity. It is certaitn that
Iiuîîa.-,' works have wvieldcd aui immnense
infltuence. AIl tlîe play-iwriters of the day
pronoure hinîi thîcir inaster. He is also said
to have donc ni ire than any other autlior to
îuîakle the French national spirit shine in
foreign lanîds. Coiîpared îvith the eider
1)umias, lie surpasses- Iliî by a closer aîîd
miore accurate observaf ion of life, a greater
cleptb of tlioughirand, a îuîore polislîed style.
Dumias fils wvas elected an Acideuîiician
in 185 aîîd was appointed, officer of the

nc lioîerluu6.1e died on
the 27th of Novetuiber last, and requested
that lie lie flot given a military futierai, and
that ni speeches be pronounced over his
grave. He ivas a business iiuan, leavin., a
fortune of 5,000,000 frances.
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