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recail w~lose mernory is bliss wihout alloy.
'IPlie first tL>ing thiat I arm thankful for is
the privilege of paying this tribute t0 the
glurlous and blessed Foinder of the
Christian Sohools. 'l'lie second thing for
w~hicIî I arn thankful is the I)riviletge
Nyhich 1 enjoy as Rector of the Catholic
University of Anierica, of coupling that
nienory andi its living fruits with the grcat
work of highier Catholie education whicl:
uîow specially engages mie. Th'le Christian
Birothers are working ait the fundation and
the w~alls of the educational structure ; the
University aimis at putting on its roof. Let
no miar stant the foolish inquiry which
is the more imp)ortant labor. As the roof
hIoNever- g"raceful, bowever pleasing to the
eye, wvould speedily fail to the g rounci,
uinless it rested on %valls that are solid and
ample, and unless ail reposed on fouinda-
tions that were laid deep and broad, sO,
also, would the walis and foundations
gradually crumible unless proîected by a
solid and %vell-knit roof. These are
significant words indeed, coming as thiey
do fromi the head of the lea(ling Catbolic
institution oif learninu, in ibie United
stites. Woul1ci Bishiol K eane, think- you,
be thankful to the Chriistîon Brothers badl
tbey neglected to develop bis intelligence
in the precious years of is youth ? WVould
it be a bliss withoui. alto), for hini to rcLcall
the iiieinory of teacherb that had failed t0
equil) hinm for an independent careerý
Could the Christian Brothers lay " founda-
lions deel> and broad, walls solid and
amnple,>' for tbe educational edifice, if they
fatiled to ctîltivate the mental faculties of

Z1evouth eîîtrusted to their care «?
liut 12t us turn fromi thiis asplect of the

qluestion to study the systunm of L~a Salle
fromi anotîher point of view-. MNr. Scott
savs that the Christian Brothers belong to
a îtag e. Su, likewise, say bis fellowv-
comimissioners. If the B3rothers lîe really
bebind the ab0e, itwer-e, indeed, a grievous
fault. B3ut let us accord themi a littie
Briiish fair play. Let us not condemn thein
unheard. Let us exa fine their side of
the question and listen to the witncsses
in their hebiaif; for perhaps, after aIl, tbey
rnav be abl*e 10 say somiething in their own
defence. And, indeed, thebevidence in
their favor is so voluminous, the witne' ses
so numierous tbat I know flot where to
bgin nor where to end, havig once
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begun 10 quote the testinionies on behialf
of the followers of La Salle and their
niethods. It would require volumes to
collate aIl these authorities, and there are
placed aI niy disposai but a few short
columins of a rnonthly inagazmne. The
following sketch, therefore, of the triurnphs
of the Christian Brothers in the aiena of
education must necessarily lîe brief and
inconiplete.

In France, the land of Savants, whlere
there exists a systemn of education 50 per
fect as to caîl forth the admiration of t1w
world, the superiority oi the Brothers'
mcî'tiods, has been time and a*gain attcsîed khy
coMpetent and disinterested judges. Fromi
1848 10 1878, in the Public competitions
for scliolarships, estal)lislied hy the Frenchi
Governilnent, the pu)ils; of the Brothers
carried off over thirtcen hundred of t1e
seventeen hundred and fo;l-y granted. In
i1reland up t0 the year 1893, they received
no State aid, " yet they entered the listq
with thie 111051 painpered and opulent
acaclemies in the Kingdoi.a, and carried
off tlie lion's share of t11e sp)oils at the
Internieciate and Royal lJiiiverisity
examinations." The saine success at-
tends their efforts still. It is, like-
wise, a malter of history, that the
rneîlods of tlie Brothers, their educational
alîpliances. and the class-wvork of their
pupils have been awarded the highiest
honors at nearly ail the \Výorld's F-airs and
Initernational Expositions :aI Paris, 1867
Amisterdam, 1869; Geographiical Congress,
Belgitnli, 1871 Paris, IS72 ;Paris, 1 875
and 1879,; 1.YOns, î 188o; Brussels, l'el-
zgiumll, 1 1.8-2 Br.azil, South Amiericai, 188,3.
Thle Prince of Wyales, hearîng ùf this
remiarkable success invited the B3rothers
to take part in ilie International H-ealth
Exposition hceld at London in 1884. Tlhe
Brothers acceded 10 the wishies of His
Royal Highness, and prCl)ared an exhibit
representing the scbools of E urope, Aftica,
India, Canada, the United States and

South Amierica. The Brothers display
attracted so much attention, that the Chief
of the London School Inspectors vrote an
open letter to the teachers of England,
advising themi 10 visit Ibis wvonderful
exhibit, and a leading journal of educa-
tion declared that no school-master who
had his beart in his profession, shotild let
such an opportunity slip. Here, too, the


