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I iad a little visit with the old Professor once in his own
Ediniburghi home. Somehlow or other it w~as impossible to feel
slhy or tanytliiiir but at homne in ]lis presence. IlPoor devils," lie
ple-asantly and synmpathietically exclaimcd, -Mhen talkingr on thie
Irisli question, whichi was hot at the Mille. Blackie didn't tlhinkz
the world would cithier fall or stand on Home Rule. It is need-
Icss to say thiat 1 saw-% a fine hiome. One little corner hiolds hlis
o.wnl books, great and smnall, and aiiongrst thiese ighrt be noted
hlis volumes on Homier, the Highilanids, and Self-Culture. Fewv
liouses can hoast the snenumlber of distinguishied phiotographis.
ail1 autographied: Gardi,îal 'Newman-, Emiperor of Germianly, von
Moltke, Gladstone, oreSir Johin Millais, *flenry Irving,
Browniig, Dr. Guthirie, Normian MeLcod, Duke ofArgy,Shft

bury Jon Brght igsley, Rosebery, Ruskin, and in, ny more.
1 saw so iiany diverse walking-sticks iii the hall bimat 1 thouglit
the Old Oracle might hiave openced shiop for the sale of sticks!
He -%vas in fe-neaydrcss, and looked at peace w'ithi imiself
and ail the world, iii his blue dr-e-,singf-gçown and scarlet sash and
the ]?nxastraw- huit, with his igh(,Ity White locks in glorious
disorder over lus slioulders. Hie loved a turni at backgammon
wvit1 Ms Blacki: -at igh-at, -usually turiicd in for thc' nighit after
doene, and 18.reakfastedc at 7..30. Every hiour hiad its specifie
duty, and Bl1ackie, to the last, liv'cd and prcachced the grospel of
a. busy and a, cheerful and a dlean lufe. On the st-reets lie -%vas
distinguishied froin the multitude; and the literary world, at lea'st,
is famniliar with the 1figutre in the black frock coat, the ever-
pre.sent plaid ilungç around imi, the big broad-briimunied black
feit hiat, the sumali inquisitive iieighlbourly twinkling eyes, and
the hiair float.ing on the winds! Thiat figure iiow is "« mioulderingr
in the dlay, b)ut his soul goes mnarchingy on.>
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