THE MARTURION:

Resurrection and Judgment,

reason, according fto popular theology,  forgetfulucay,” the land of the shadow of

there are no dead ones to raise.

{ “ Tho doad praise not the Lord, neither

No doctrivo of the Holy Soriptures has any that go doxen to silence.’—I's, 116:
been so much perverted as its teachings, 17, Iustead of dwelling In the highest
conoctaing the dead and their future hfe  heavcos, ot the deptbs of a fiery hell, the
With tho mass of wiankind thereis no suoh Scrlplurcs tepresent the doad as * dvell.
thing as death; neither can thero be a re- ing in the dust.”~Isa, 361 19; and the
vival from tho death state for tho plain;abode of the dead is dalled ** tho laad of

death, of darknces, without order, whero

We are gra\'cly informed by pagan phil- | there is no knowledge, device, and where
nso; hiers and christian divines, that what its inhabitants know not anything.—~Job

to our scoscs has tho appearanco of death, 10: 21,

is the very oppos\te. Theoy inform us that

22; Ps, 88:12; Eco, 9: 0.,
But (tom this abode o!’dcn{h, darkoess

what we call death is an ontrance intolife, , and forgetl‘ulnc" there is a deliverance,
a release from our prison house of clay,, There is a joyful releass promised to the
and a happy escape from carth to heaven. , prisoners in the pit wherein is no water by
Death is veprescuted as & great deliverer, the blood of the evcrlasting covenant, Zach

. . N i
who petforins such incstimablo ecrvices to 9:

Jesus is not only Jehovah's screant

the pious of pagan, catholic aud protostant to bring Jacob, or the twelve tribes of Is.

comiuunions.

e reloases their immortal | racl again to him, and to be a ligkt to the

souls from their connection with vile mat-, Geatiles, that e may be his salvation to

ter and conveys thiem upiard to the para-
dise of the blest.

the ends of the carth; his work also, is to
say to the prisoncrs # o forth,” and to

But uofortunately for tho claims of | them in darkness “show yoursclves."—Isa,
Death to such signal merit, the Scriptures |49, 6,9, Theseprisoncrs in darkness aro

aseribo all this lionor, claimed for death
by doctors of divinity, to Jesus the Resur-
reclion and tho Life. Here, then, is o
collision of claims. Whose claim can be
made good?  Is Jesus, or Death, the de-
liverer of mortal man from tho bondage of
corruption ? If Death is our true deliv.
crer, we had botter discard tho doctrine of
the resurrcction of the dead as an encum-
brance to our creeds, a fungus growth, an
inconvenient appendage to our ideas of
man'’s futurc destiny.

If our bodirs are only prison houses for
the soul, then surcly tho resurrcction is
far from being a joyful subject of hope to
those who cxpect an cutranceinto the high.
c3t heavens as soon as Death scparates the
soul from the body.

A certain creed teaches ¢ that the souls
of believers at death do immediately pass
into glory, and are received into the high-
est heavens,' and it is added, ¢ they wait
for the full redemption of their bodics.”
But this waiting is superfluous. They
can riso no higher, They are already in
the highest heavens, and if an unhappy
thought could enter into the mind of an
inhabitant of the bighest heavens, it would
geareely bo the thought of being again im.
prisoned in o material body, The splen-
dor of their prison would be a poor com-
pensation for the unrestrained frecdom of
a disembodied state.

But this is all & dream, or a creation of
an unenlightened brain, Death is death
and not life. The Divine testimony is in
oppasition to this coneeit of the natural
man, That testimony is, “ In death there
is no remembranct -of. ‘God."—Ps, 6 : 5,

tho doad in Christ, to whom he will say
“Live" when ho comes in power and
great glory to raise the dead and quicken
them by that mighty cnergy, or Spirit life
power, which the Father hathgivea him to
have in himself.—Jokn 5 ; 26,

But oll the race of Adam are not the
subjects of this awakcning from death,
Multitudes of dead ones aro in Sheol for
ever. To them the gates of death will
never be unbarred.  They skep a perpet-
ual sleep and never wake wp.—Jer. 51 :-57.
“They are dead, TUEY SHALL XOT RISE."
Xsa, 26: 14, They shall remain in the
congregation of the dead.—Lrov, 211 16,

But this is not the destiny of the heirs
of promise.  God has provided somo bet
ter thing foc them.—JIeb, 11: 40. That

better thing is a vistory over the grave—}

a putting on of o deathless naturc—the
being clothed upon with a house from hea.
ven, that is an investiture of immortality,
an clevation to angelie nature, or the di-
vine nature, when mortality is swallowed
up of life.

To these statements many of our readers
will heartily respond, as expressive of their
faith and hope; but we fear, nay wo are
certain, that sone will dissent from what
we have further to say oo the resurrection
of thedead. With what bodies do the
dead como forth? As soon s they hear,
the voice of tho Son of God, dothey spring
forth from the dust incorruptible and im-
mortal2 The moment they awake to con-

sciousness are they cqual with the angels?,

These are important questions, and -on
the nature of the answers given to them’

depends other questions,  Xf -the dead

como out of the ground, incorruptible;
then immortality has its origin in the dust
of thd ¢atth; and John should have scen
tho holy city astending out of the earth
iustead of coming down outof heaven,

We aro taught by I'aul that tho first
man is ont af {he ¢afth (R gcu) earihly,
1 Cor 16,47 tho sceond tnaut 13 the Lord
oul of hom'm (ex ouranou), This teach.
ing is plain, nothing can como out of tho
carth ; but an carthly body, and suchi wo
believe the body of the resurrected man
shall be, when ealled forth oud of dust,
The putting on of immortality is an after
affair.  Tho dead nre made alive by the
breath of lifo as the first wan was; but wo
ara not yet perfected by the Spicit bicth,
Tho birth of tho Spirit is not omerging
from the carth; but the passing out of
mortal nature into the nngelic,

This viow of mortal resurreotion hat.
monizes with somo afer-scencs, which
sowo are quito overlooking in their haste
to get tho dead quickened into vadying:
existence. . The scencs to whieh wo refe
are* the judgment to come.’

But is thore a futurejudgment for thoe
saints?  1Ias cach individunl saint togive
an nccount of himsclf to God? Surely
not, if the dead como out of their graves
jimmortal. To judge immortal men sounds
very nuch Jlike tho clerical potion of bring-
ing saints‘out of heaven to. bo juidged
when Christ comes av the sy day.
Otlicrs,, to. evads tho force of the argument
in favar of a coming out of the gravo ina.
Fortal stato, drawn from tho judgment,
maintain that the judgment is going on now,
This sounds very much liko the assertion-
that the moek do ivherit the earth, in.
stead of they shall; for P'aul teaches that
fwe sholl all appear before the judgment
fscat of Christ, Itom, 14: 10.

As.this is a acrious matter, let uscalmly:
look it in tho face. IE thera.is no further
account to. be rendered,if there isto bo no
}nppcaving at the judgment seat of Christ,
it the king will take no further. account of
his scrvants, then. let us dismiss the sub-
jeet fronu our minds as a trouble-sowo af-
fuir, n mere creation of faney or imagina-
tion. But if there is a seality in it, if
there is no crown of life, no putting on of
immortality, no entering, into the joy of
the Lord, no welcome voiee hoard saying:
“como ye blessed of my Father,"” till after-
the gcconat is rendered, is it not a serious
matter to be claiming to be children of the,
light, and yet unacquainted with sucha
trial to. bo .passed: through before wo can
cat of -the treo of lifo which grows in the
;mdst of tho an&xsc of God.

But nssc;rhon ismot, proof, therefore wo
pow. proceed to tho proof of :our -proposis-




