20

THE VBB,

. vy

ASTIreY BT TUNENEIER SOY PN P W pT O T

e "N LT WS ST

nght to comparo with her fer sweetness of tomper, 8
vandso:ne form, datk locks, anu dather exee, and @
faco which made every other maden cnvious who bo-
heid it.  I{er name also was a sweot one; at feast to
a Scottish car—Agnes Iawthota. She lived at the
distance of four wiies mto what may bo called the
ici2rior of the pastoral district, where her father rent.
ed alio a large shaep farm, bounded on the vue s.deo
by that of Me Thompson. Housea are alwaye thly
zcattered m countries of that description, but those of
fatmers in partecular; aud with the exception of one
that intervened about midway betwist them, Mr
Hawthorn and Mr Thompson were nearest neighbors
to cach other. Two tugh mountams, with a deep
valley between, reared themselves m opposmition to
Robert's nightly visits to Ins far onos but hie wus an
adept in the art of surmounting such obstacles, ard,
aware of the endeatments that awaited lum beyond
them, he valued not the maycs, the streams, or the
rocks that lay s bLis path, or wheiber the might wasa
clear or a gloumy one,
No place can be desert whero a beautiful woman
- gesides; and upon this principle, though the lhoesys
around the dwelling of Agnes were ** fow and far be-
wreen,'” hardly a night passed over her head on which
hier dwolling was not beleaguercd by a host of wooers.
But Robert Thompson was the *¢ apple of her oye.”
To lum alone she would withdraw the curtain of the
window, to whisper that her parems were not slecping
sound enough to permit her to unbar the door, or to
ask lum if no other youth waslurking ncar, who might
discover her cxit {rom, or cntrance mto, the houte.
Tlus was a most necossary pracaution, and one which
Robert never failed to use upon every visit—always
encompassing the house once or twice befure he ap-
proached the window, and never patiering upon the
glaes until ho hod sati=fied himself that no humnan eye
wag privy to his movements, But men see not, liko
cats or owls, in the dark; and Robert, with gl his vi-
vigilance, was ore evening so unfortunate as to be’
discovered by a party of three other young shepherds,
who, though all conic a-wooing for their ** ain hand,”
bad clubbed together for the purpose of watching,
when they found their soveral cfforts to gain admit-
tance, or oven an answer to their entrealies, in vain.

A peat stack, as is common in such places, was
built against one of the gables of the house; and upon
a daiss of it, which was brought a good way down
by frequent subtractions for the fire, the watchful tri-
umvirate slyly perched themselves. The color of the
poats and of their clothes happened to bo so simlar,
that discovery was almost impossible, and there had
they the pleasuro, or rather the wortfication, of sce-
ing their nival in a short whie make his appoarance,
and, after completing fus customary scarch, gain ad-
mittance at the door. They had no certain know-
fedge, however, of the pereon they had seen, for a
pluid totally concealed him fiom thie crown of the
hicad to tho knees. But whooser he might be, they
were resolvcd for onco to tatn the sweots of courtship
into bitterncas.

No sooaer had tho door been cautiously closed,
and all within sunk into perfect sullness, than the
whole threo, with a heavy tramp, advanced to the
window, and wetting the tips of their fingers, and rub-
bing them repeated!y along the glass, Lept up a
squeaking noise, so Joud as to be hecard at a consi-
derable distance.  Tho lovers were by this timescated
at the paslour table, with a candle burning before
them. A large oaken press, displaying on its front,
thie rude carving of former times, stood behind them
in a corner, feom which the young and innocent Agaes
had taken, in the open simplicity of her affection, a
new silk handkerctuef oo which, with nice art, she
had sewed the name of her Robort; and thus she had
just presented to lum, aad breathed a wish that he
would wear it for her sake. Robert had pressed the
swest lips by which the wish was utiered, and was
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much, {or hersake, be valued the present, when the
sound of the sp:es without mterrupted lum,  ** Do you
hear that 2" saud Agnes, starting. ** Can il be the
tread of men, vr do you tunk 1113 some of the cattle
that hie wathout 3

** I'saw nobody when I camig 1. It nust be some
of the eattle.”  The loud squeaking upon the glass of
the window instantly resolved their doubts. * You
have Leen observed,” said Agnoe, alarmed; ** somo
men were here before you came, and tapped long at
the window without my answering them; and they
have no doubt been watching, and now mcan lo be
revonged.”’

It can only be me that they wish to molest,”
rephied Robert wuh an cncoursgmg sinde; ** and,*
added ke, remg and casting tus plaid over the left
shoulder, and knotting 1t Leneath lus right arm, **if
I can ouly get out 1o the bent, they'll be fleeter than
any person 1 havae yet seen, if they cateh me.”’

$*Stay,” said Agnos, clinging to his arm; ¢ they
nay cause a stone, or perhaps a ehot, toovertake you,
if their feet (a1 thear m tho chase.  And who knows
but they may be ready at the door to seize you, the
monieat it is opened

‘* But then your fath:er and mothor will be awaken-
cd; and [ would rather run the greatest nisk wilout,
than ba taken by them within.”?

1 havc many a bye corner whero 1 can hide you
till all danger is past. Do stay, 1 beseech you !

** No, no. The cunseqences to you might be worse
than you are aware of, and 1 will never scek my own
safety at the bazard of yours. I will make my escape
in spite of them *?

Agnes had no time to reply, for the noise whichthe
fellows were now making without, had already caused
a stirin the bed chamber of her futher and mother.
** What's a* this din about 2" had been twice demand-
od in a half-sleeping tone, by Mr Hawthorn, aad Mrs
[Hawthorn was heard to bu out of bed, and rummaging
about in search of a candle. Robart pressed the hand
of his Agncs in silence, and, snatching his thick hazel
stafl, procceded to the door, which lie quisily and
quickly opened, and was out upon the bill side in an
instant, The three spies, who expected no such
thing, and who were congregated around the window
at a short distance from the door, stood for A moment
gazing upon one another in astonishment, before they
recevered presenco of mind to start in pursuit. ¢ He’s
out ! he’s out ! was their first exclamation; when
away they darted after him, each casting over his
shoulder the end of his plaid, and holding his cudgel
horizontz!ly by the middle in bis right haud. A low
hill, with a gontle acclivity, lay bofore the house of
Hawthorn, over which was the path thiat Roboert every
night trod 1o visit lus daughter; and in this direction
lie nowled out lns pursuers in his way homewards,
lc had gained about twenty paces oo first starting,
and jt was evident, as he ascended the hill, that be
was capable of still increasing the distance.

With what joy did Agnes behold him, as sho stood
trembling in tho threshold of the door, stretchingaway
like a deer before his pursucre, and setting their crics
and menaces at dufiance ! The house fooked towards
the south; the maon had about an hour previous risen
opposite to where Agnes was standing, and by her
palo cloudless light, the anxions maiden was enabled
to mark, with considcrable precision, the motions and
progsess of her lover, and of those who followed him,
But as thoy necared the summit of the hill which
formed hor horizon, the figures of tho whole became
mote indistinct, and their distances less discernable.
The hill was levol for a short breadth on tho top; and
as Robett, from the noment of his fust setting foot
upon the edge of the table-land, appeared st a dis.
tance to be standing, while passing over it, Agnes
beheld wigh inoxpressible anguish the forms of his
three foos emerging in the weather-gleain, and appe-
rently approaching him, until at last the whole group

cradling her head upon bis breast, and vowmg hiow

I melted away like appatitions bryond the horizon,

¢ He's cought ! he’smutdered " was her first ex.
clamation, as she sprang from the door, and ran with
unconscious spced towards the summit of the hill,
Her parents wero by this time a-foot, with twa shep.
herds and a female servant, who tushed out also op
heaning the wild cry of Agnos, whom they fancied to
have been in bed,  But their surprisc, and the bowil-
dermont of mind which peoplo feof on being suddenly
roused from profound slumber, prevented them from
perceiving the course which the hapless girl had takep,
until distance rendered licr invisible. Then a sad and
unavailing search throvgh and around the premises,
was all they could resolve upon.

Agnes,in the mean limo, had run, or rather flown,
to the oppasite side of the hill, at 1he foot of winch
lay a decp hinn, with a burn leaping along ite rocky
bottom, at & depth of many fathoms frem the edge of
tho precipices that on either aide overhung it, The
water was murmurning solemnly through the stillness
of the night; the low braozo wus sighing plaintively
smoung the hazels and rowan-tices, that waved lika
spectres beneath tho moon beamns over the hideous
chasm which their foliage partly conccaled; and as,
on reaching the summit, no mortal was visible to the
cye of Agnes, the impressivenoss of the sceng hushed
at once tho tumult of her feelings, and awakened
hor to a scnse of hor lonely situation. Her limbs,
which but a little before scemed possessed of more
than human swifiness, now folt the palsying effacts of
their late etforts, and her spirit, subdued by appre-
hension for her lover’s fate, and by the awe which
crept upon her-in the midst of her solitude, completely
anminlated her energy. She fainted and sunk upoo
the il side, where nearly halfan hour passed oves
lior befure recollection retnrned,

s | willsoarch for hun in the han,”? were the first
words she uticred to herself, asshe rose from the spot
on which she had fallen, and proceeded foebly to exe-
cute her purpose. ¢ Surely,’* said she in a half audi-
ble voice, while descending to the bottom of the chasm
by a steep and difficult path which sho chanced to
discover—*¢ surely nothing unearthly will hann me
w this awful place, since spints know the errand en
which I am come !*?

¢ Nor nothing human either, my dear gitl " said a
person at her side, in.a low voice, who rose up froma
crouching position, and caught herin hus arms, Agnes
shrioked, but the voice was inaudible; for the unknown,
anticipating such a result, had thrown a fold of hia
plaid over her mouth. ¢ For the love of heaven, my,
angel, be silent ! gaid the stranger whispering in hee
ear, and folding her in a still clorer embrace; ** do you
aot know your Robert 2 1 thought my wiispering bad
been more fanuhar to you, Bu® how,  the name of
wonder, have you come here i’ This wasa question
which Agnes was in no capacity to answar; for this
discovery had so wrought upon her feclings, that for
a long ume she lay utterly specchless upon his breast,
at length sha recovered so far as to be able to articu.
late, *¢ I came to seek for you. Oh, let us leave this
and return home ! I am dying with futigue and terror.”

*¢ Wo will, shortly, but wearo watched at present;
and how you .got in bere unnoticed, s perfectly
miraculous. Do you perceive the point of that rock
opposite, which almost overhangs us Liere en this side
of tho burn 2 ¢ Jdo,” swas the roply. *¢ Well,”
continucd Robert, ¢ one of the fellows is perched
there, to trace mé, if possible, within the linn, for
they saw meo entering it, and seem o be perfectly
aware that [ am at no great distance. The other two
aro stationed above us on this side; and vnless we can
find some way of petting out either above or below the
plad wlcre you entered, ws must assuredly be taken,
Wo aro safe caough se long as we remain here, how~
ever, for they kuow what .advanwmge 1 have over
them should they attempt to descend. This poel, at
our fcet should receivo the whole three, wero they to

approach me.’’
Agnes wys convinced of their dangor; but from



