
band of martyrs to whoni reference la madIe iu 111. TuSE REjItCTED PEOI'LE. 16. t-e

Iici). i i ch., amoug %Yhom might he men- shall corne and destrey-Literally .fulfihled

tior.ed Elijah, Elisha, jeremlah, Isaiah, Amos, wîîth "terrilkie exactness" wheu Jerusalem

Zecbnriah, ail of whorn witnessed to the powver %vas destroyed and the temple burued, 70 -A.

of the truth in their lives and lu their deaths D., "lafter the uîost terrible siege ou record;

1 à KingS 22: 24-27; jer. 37: 15; 2 Chr. 24: 21; 97,000 werc taketi prisoners and i,100,000

i Kings 18: 13; Neh. Q- 26; Acts. 7: 52). perished." (Peloubet). Glve the vineyard

Il. Tisa REjECTED SON. 13. What to others-The Jews by their own act

&hall 1 do ?-Mattcrs wvere as;suming serious rejected the privileges and blessi:gs, oifered

prpotins. It was clearly evident that the them lu " 'the Gospel of Christ," the -power of

sendiugn of more servants would coniplicate (iod unto salvatiou (Rom. 1: 16). Their ïe-

rather bu improve the condition of things. jection of jesus led to their own rejection and

Send my belo'ied Son-,' Having yet there- dispersion: paved the way for the gospel being

forc one son, bis well-beloved, hie sent him offered to the gentiles (Rom. 9: 26; il: 11-17.)

ilso ast unto themn" (Mark 12: 6). The God forbid-Lit. "I ight àt fot be." An

last opportuuity given, and the greatest of exclamation of horror at the very thought of

ail. (Heb. 1: 1, 2, R. V.) The measure sucb a crime, and the severlty of its punish-

of God's love to mian (John 3- 16; Rom. mient. They were beginning dinily to realize

5: 8). Witl revereiice-DulY regard and that Jesus referred te them. 17. Behelci

respect him, accord hlm, the honor due hnimi themn-It was a look full of meauing; hie sead

as a son. 14. Reasoned amnong themn- their hearts. Written-ln Ps. 11:8, the very

selves - lnstead of receiving hini gladly, psalin from which the " Hosanna-," of two days

they deliberatelly set to work to plan and to fore were taken. The stone-Jesus himself.

scbeme. "The rulers take counsel together, The true foundation stone upon which the

agalust the Lord and against bis auointed" church of God, the body of true believers is

I Ps. 2: 2). Saying-They, give expression built (i Cor. ý3:1i1; 2 Tîm. 2: i9; Acts 4: 12).

openly to their evil designs. This is the The builders rejected-There is au old

heir-T heY recognize hlm to be the heir and tradition, that the builders engaged ou

son, which makes their treatment of hlmi en- Solomon's temple laid asidp one stone as use-

tirely inexcusable. Comne-Caly, deliber- less, and it was not till the building was

ately, and 46wlth malice aforethought," they almoat completed that they discovered the

eniýer lupon their fiendish plot. That the in- place for the rejected stone, as the "lkey " or

heritance mnay be ours-lu eastern, lands " cking" stone of tbe building. The head of

it was the rule that if an occupier paid taxes the corner-The place of chief bonor and

for six yea.ls, and no oivner could be found, lie distinction (Eph. 2: 20). 18. Shall be

might dlaimi the propertye. The chief priests broken-Chl5t Jdone is the founidation stone

wlshed to destroy Jesus lu order that they upon wbich Christian character mîust be bult.

mlgbt retala their power over the people (John Those wbo stumble ut a sufferlng Messlah

il: 47-53; Mark 15: io). 15. Cast hlmn shaîl suifer great iujury; but those that c.,n-

out- They rejected hlm. Jesus "lcame uinto tinue persisientl>' to reject hlmn will be utterly

bisown, and bis own received hlm not " (John destroyed 19. Sought to Iay hands on

t i: ii). Killed hlm-" lThey filled up the hi-hey were anxious to bavè hlm arrested

I measure of their iniquity by killing the beir." that they might çet quit of hlm; but "lthey

A vivld propbecy of wbat actually toolk place feared the people. ' Guilty consciences make

"lu the eventful story of Israel." cowards of men.

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

n 1. God has intritsted té each O/ uis a viine- of getting good and doiug good placed lu our

yard. The figure of a vlneyard is often used way, God bas a right to expect the fruits of

e in the Old Testament to represent the peculiar gratitude, love, obedience and consecrated ser-

h- privileges of Israel. As God's peculiar people vice. For thehlessiugs oftheuew lifeimparted,

Il. they enjoyed many special privileges. The the graclous influence of the l-oly Spirit lu bis

ria saine privileges are now given to all who have indwclling power, Cod bas a rlght to expect ail

ce heard the gospel of Christ. Every one bas a that goes, m constitute bigher christian life.

rd vir.eyad and must render to God a due return. elore devotion, more love, more perfect obedi-

Len We have only to consider a moment or twvo and ence, purer lives and more entire consecratioli

pýly our great privileges come to mind. National of time, talents, &c.

ive position and privileges %vhich flow frorn it, 3. Gods rih/ claini is refitsed. The

uly religious privileges, ordinances of the gospel, action of these -aicked busbanduier isl only a

nt ? the word of God velth ail the promises and rich type of the action of hundredi of impenitefit

ard blesslngs of tbe gospel dispensation. Think of sinners lu tbe world to-day. They do not deny

ake our personal Saviour, pious piarents, religlous the dlaims of the Lord upon them; they will

rhe friends, the influence of the 'spirit, grand op- admit the reasonableiiess of the dlaims, but yet

un- portunities for spiritual grovtb, &c. tbey %,.ill not yield themselves to tbe service of

auy 2. God ex%:pcts fruit froni aur lives. In the Lord. The patience-of the owner speaks

ther return for the privileges and blessings %with to us of the niarvellous mercy and wonderful

oble which God bas surrounded us, the opportunities .forbearance aud long-suifering of God towards


