
Ezra's Journey to jertisalemn

fervor in prayar, through the restreint laid an

upon physical appetite; (c) as the testîrnony to

that 'man livas not by bread alune.' " (Cams- $6

bridge Bible.) At the rer oi A haro; un- wl

known, though in aIl Probability One of the in

many canais in the vicînity Of Babylan. ami

Hers Ezra, aidad by the «"chiaf men" among

ths Je"s, bncI gathered the cosnpany of re- ho

torning exiles in readinees for the start. W

Thal tee ,*nghrhuaibl ourselec (Rev. Ver.). la1

Thair important mission ia not te ha undar- se

taken lightîy c. thoughtlaasly, but with r

daapast heart..saarhing and trust in lad, a

A straighi way (Rev. Ver.); that is, a direct b

rond, go that they would net have We turn

slde becausa of attacks and dang3rs trüam

anamies, als a levai rosci without obstacles 0

(compara Isa. 40 : 3). Our little ones. The

Hebraw word includen both children and s

woman. Substance. Thay had much gooda

with theus, as the "aquel shows.
Vs. 22, 23. 1 u'ss ashamsed, etc. To ask a

guard tram thse king would hava beeu to

unsay what he had already said about Goss

protection (comýpara 2 Chron. 16 : 9) and

thus hning dishonor on Himn. GosI thus

appesiad to in sure to grant thse protection

sought; for His own honor is at stake is the

matter. Help..againat the enelasy; robhars

snd Badouins of the dasert, who lived by
plunder. The hassd a/ our God, etc.; Hie

merciful tavor kept for those who seek Hi-s,

as His wrath for thoe wbo forsake Him.

Besoughlý. .O . .he wons ustrea!ed. Odc ans-

wered Ezra,@ confidence by leading him

cafely tW jerusaleni. 0f this safegosrding
Ezra 00w fene Susre-

Il. Gusrding the Of.orissgs, 24-80.

V. 24. Twrett 0j tse chiels o/ the priests,

belides Sherebiah, Hashabiah, atc. < Rev. Ver.,
Magn.Slerebiah and Hashabiah haing

Levites (v. 18), the meaning likely le that

Ezra selsctad twelve prissts and twelva

LeOvits,, of whom Sherebiah andI Hsshabiah
wara two.

Va. 25-27. Wesghed ,î,sio theas. The trosu-

ores included: (1) silvar and gold ini bars or

ingots, ntot coined money; (2) vamssl of gold

and "fins coppar," a matai en rare as We ha
"spraciaus as .gold." Tha Cambridga Bible

reckons a talant Of silvar as warth $1,875

dof gold, 3,750. A dram in equivalatt
s5.00. (In Tues HOME S'ruoy QUIARTERLY,

,2,50 should read $33,7.50, that in, £6,750,

hich snultipiad by five gives the amounit

dollars. The total sPecfied valuas thus
ssunt to 84,786,250.)
V.. 28-30. l'e -r hoiY ..the resses are

Iy. Both the treasure and the pensons

ho guarded it ware bolY that in, they ba-

nged to God and were set apart for Hia

rvice. A double rasponsibility, tharefore,

estad on thos men. -4 trcetU offerin9;

rnong the Jews, an offering not commanded,
ut prasentadi out of Pure love ta Cod.

Is. the Lord God of your fahers. This

*ppeal to the Past would awakan memories

f the covenant made long ago by Jehovah
aith His people, Ex. 19 : 5, 6. Wlatch'ye;

iword denoting vigilance and wakefulnass.
L'hey were not only to keep a sharp loakout

a'hila on the march, but Borne of them wvee

constantly to be awaka tW gufird the treure

wbîlnt the othas sllept. (Clompare Matt.
24 : 46; Luka 12 : 36.) Until ye wigh them ..
asi Jerusalei. There muet ha faithfulnms

ail the way. They will be sskad for a public,

solemo accout, it G0(od's city, in God's own

bouse. Therefora mueat they eamrine the

utmost cars. Chambers ol the ho--,, the

roims on aither side of the main building

(j Kg.. 6 : 5), usad partly as chambers for

the priasts and partly as storemroom, Neh.

13:; 5. So took the priests and the Len;

twelve of earh (sea on ,.. 24). The responsi-

bilitias connacted with the trust had been
iinmsd upen them, but theY did not plaad

inability Or say that ton much wus expected

of them, as so many do wben asked te con-

serte thamselves te the Lard.

III. Makint the ZOurney, 8 1, 82.

Vs. 31, 32. Departed. g-nlflh day; after

setting ont for Babylon, ch. 7 : 9. Thre

days had bean spant at "the river of Ahava"

(v. 15), and tharefore it had tskan bins days

We reach this point, Ol th. firse asossh.

"The csravan set ont on the twelfth day Of

the first month (April, 458), and arrived in

jarosalam threa and a haIt months (1 10 days)

Jeter. The distance travellad wàs frein
800 to 1,000 miles" (A. B. Davidmon), a

long datour being made ta avoid the dssarl,


