
JeEus the author and finisher of our faith.--Iebrews xii. 2.

than this, hie advcjcatud thecir clainis in ail parts Qf the
kingdomn.

In conneci ion with his efforts to advance the re-
lig.-ius and SOCial condition of the peop)le, Lord
Sliifwsl>ujry h;,s sueral tinies spoken on ecclesiastical
subjects. lie enjoyed the privilege and honour of
takiiîg his fiff share of the work of inaugurating those
religious services in theatres whichi have certainly been
a inearis of saving niany wiho would otherwise have
remiained in the darkness of sin.

Sui is a bmnef resuine of the labours of the noble-
mari (in the hiighiest sense of the word) who peacefully
fell asleep in jesus on 'I'luisday, October ist. He
has won the blessing of those who consider the poor;
and il is strîkîing to note what a numnber of blessings
scattered throughout the Scriptures are applicable to
such a life. "He that hath niercy on the poor, happy
is hc.",

Three Looks at Jesus.

13v GEORGE SOLTAU.

"Unto buii thiat loved us, and washied us frorn our sins
in his own blood, and hath miade us kings and priests un-
to God and his Father."-Rev. i. 5, 6.

1. Thze J3ackward look. To the Cross. He loved
me and gave himself for me. The love -%vas strong as
death. Mlany waters could flot quench it, nor could
the Iloods (lrQwn it. The "lwaters " of divine wrath
that swept over the lîead of the Son of God could not
extinguish his love to us sinners; the "floods" of
hunian and satanic malice were unavailing to drown
-out lus love to a perishing world, and îlîus enable hini
to save himiself by coniing down fromn the cross.
IlHaving loved his own whichi were in the world, lie
loved theni unto the end."-Johin xii. i.

He that - loved us " is called in verse ,"The
Faiîlîful WVitness." He gave evidence as to the state
of (;od's lieart of love toward the world, and said:
IlGod so loved the world." He gave equally faithful,
witness as tQ wliat hie saw in the hearts of nien, and
neyer cQlicealed the naked, ugly facts of sin. As the
Faitlîful Witness, lie endorsed the action of the law in
sentencing sinners to deaîlî, and paid tlie death penal-
ty iniself, to prove his love and give further evidence
tQ ns of the truîh of God's word. This aIl happened
Ycsterdzy, and lie ivas the saine yesterday as hie is to-
(lay.

11. The Up7c'ard l.ook. -"Hini that washed us froni
our sinis." L ook up, and behold steadfastly the Lord
Jesus; for tlîîs is the only power over sin. Look
around, and only the Ipre.senice of sin is seen. Look
within, and only unbelief is visible. Look up, and
there itifl bc seeni the "First Begotten fromn the Dead"-
the Jesus of to-day-riben and exalted for the purpose
of saving us arîd keceping us froni sin. The powver to
serve Cod, and to catrry on the wvork of testimony,
was gicen to Elisha ivheii he saw his nuaster Elijah,

taken froni liii, and ascending in the whirlwind.
'l'lien the nmandle feil at bis feet, and taking it Upl lie
rent his own clothes. The birth-riglît portion of the
spirit rested on hini, and lie w~ent forth iii the power
and spirit of lus ascended mnaster.

We nowv look up and find that the mantle of the
Holy Spirit lias descended from our ascended Lord, as
the first begotten froin the dead. If we rend our own
garnients of self-satisfaction, self-indulgence, self-pleas-
ing and put on His nmandle, w~e slhal be loosed froni ail
the power and fascination of sin, and begin to sing the
doxology with fuller notes of praise.

And lie is the same to-day, lie can acconiplish the
sanie blessed deliverance froni the power of sin as lie
did "yesterday." Be they evil or dunîb spirits that
have possessed us, lie can cast theni out. Be they
grave-clotiies of formalisin and bad habit thuat have en-
cased the linîbs and render the newly risen soul inac-
tive in lus service, lue can say: "lLoose hinii and let him
go." Be it the blindness; that obscures the clear view
of one's responsibility, or of one's danger, or of hini-
self as friend, lie can open the eyes, and loose froni
the power of darkness, and enable the soul tQ see how
to follow hirn.

The world, religious and secular, liates the testi-
mony t0 a risen Jesus, begotten from, thie dead. It is
dazzling and uncomfortable to look steadfastly up-
ward s0 high as this. When Stephen bore testirnony
to seeing the Lord risen, hie wvas stoned. Whien Paul
bore testimony to His resurrection, somne mocked and
some spoke of hini as "la setter forth of strange gods ; "
and yet, to see him and know hiu as on the throne is
the great hope of the believer, for he can dispenîse
grace froni his throne, and the needy require so nîuch
of it because tlîey have so nîany "ltimes of need."'
"lBeing reconciled by his death, rnuch more we shail
be saved by bis life."-]Rom. v. 10.

III. Thte Onwvard .Look. "'Made us kings and
priests." When Christ takes his owvn throne and re-
ceives thie promised kingdom, wve, whomn he lias loved
and washied, are to be joint heirs with him, slîaring aIl
hie bias, ruling with bum, exercising dominion for hini
wlîere once we were domninated by thie power of his
great enemy. This is the hope of the church. Wc
look oni for the manifestation of the king, and when lie
is manifested, we, t00, shaîl appear with him in glory.
When hie cornes we shaîl see bum as the Crucified One,
as the Risen One fromn the dead, and as the King of
Kings, and our hearts will know that il will be sofc'r-
ever. No change in bum or his. He is the Priest for-
ever after the order of Melchizedek; we are priest un
God forever. His kingdomn is an eternal kingdoni.
we are thc eternal. conîpanions of the King.

At the commnunion of the Lord's Supper. we /ook
bac/t and see our Sin-Bearer, and we show forth thej
Lord's death. We look «p and see our Risen
Head, azîd know that "as He is, s0 are we in ths)
Nvorld.". We look on and remember it is onily IItili lie
cornie. "-- W1'rds anzd J'eatoiis.


