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TEMPERANCE —SIMULTANEOUS
PREACHING.

The Committee appointed by the Synod on
the sulject of Tempernnce, beg respectfu’ly to
recommend that the last Sablath 1n Augnst
(28th instant) be observed as a day for simul-
tancous preaching on the subject of Temper—
ance in all settled charges and mission stations
within the bounds of the Churel,

Por many years the Synod of our Church
has been lifting a firm and faithful testimony
in favor of Total Abstinence,

In the year 1846 the Synod unanimously
adopted the following vesolutions:—* That
inasmuch as it appears that labits of jutem-
perauce have of late been greatly on the in.
crease in not a few places of the Province, and
that these habits are the prolific source of a
laige proportion of the sins of society and
of the Chureh; and whereas the sin of intem-
perance operates as a strong barrier in the
way of the snccess of the Gospel'ministry ;
and whereas there is reason to fear that the
sin will go on with rapid strides, just in pro-
portion as the Province increases in population
and in wealth, unless some strenuous efforts be
mude to check it3 progress: the Synod agree
to enjoin all its members to discournge, by
their influence and example, the ordinary use
of intoxicuting liquors, and those driuking
usages which have so long proved the bane ot
socicty. The Synod further agree to enjoin
all Presbyteries and Secssions to use their best
endeavors to the same effect, in the exercise
of faithful and Scripturul discipline.”

The recommendation contained in this reso-
lution has since been repeated in still stronger
terns. In the minutes of Synod held in To-
ronto in 1854, I find the following:—*The
Sya0d then proceeded to take up an overture
on the subject of iutemperauce, The Synod
resolved to approve the overture and ndopt
the recommendations contained in it, and in
terms thereof agreed to adopt and advocate
the practice of total abetinence from intoxicat-
ing drinks as a leverage, as essential to the
full influence of the Church on the world, as
well as on its own adherente.  The Synod also
sgreed to petition the Legislature for the
enactment of & law to prohibit the importa-
tion, manufacture, and sale of intoxicating
drinks as & beverage.”

The position of our Church, then, in regard
to the great question of total abstinence, is
not equivocal or doubtful; as & body we stand
forth openly and avowedly on 1he side of the
greal temperance movement. But what we
want now, is, that the resolutions passed Ly
the Synod should Ue in the future, more than
they have ever Leen on the past, praciically
carried into effect by every member and ad-
herent of the Church, Resolutions put upon

paper, and formally passed in our ecclesiustical
courts, will be of little eervice uuless they are
practically carried out.  We Uelieve the best
way to accomplish thia very desirable end
will be to bring the subject fully before the
congregatious on the Sablath. This is no
more than we have already been doing in re.
ference to other forms of vice. We lhave
preached against Sabbath breaking, and sure-
ly it is not wrong to preach aguinst that
which causes more Sabbuath desecration than
any other +in to which our people are addict-
ed. It is oljected to the temperance move-
ment of the present day that it has fallen too
much into the hands of infidels; but let
Christian Churches do their duty and this
complaint will no longer need to be made,
Where the Christian Church is faithfu) to
her Lord and master, we believe she can
accomplish almost any reform that ehe nuy
undertake. The religious principle, whether
tight or wrong, is the most powerful of all the
principles of action, Ile that controls “hat
controls the flan; hence the proverbial power
of the priest in all ages. There has been no
permanent or wide-spread reformation in the
world which has not Leen Lased on some mo-
dification of the religious principle, It isnot
God's will that our fallen world ‘should be

veformed apart from the religion of Jesus, It

has been well said that no cause of reformation
can be successful against which the Christian
Church shull array itself.

The warm-hearted and united concurrence
of that church would, under God. eecure the
triumph of any good cause. Its opposition
would maké its ultimats defeat certain, Prin-
ciples that come in conflict with that Church
—~measures with which it cannot cordially
unite—aims and objects which infringe on its
institutions—would meet in that church an
obstacle whicl could never he surmounted,
There is no evil in the land which the church,
if united, might nut remove; there is no form
of wrong which could Le maintaned out of
the church, if it did not find patronage in it;
and there is no good cause which ought not
to eccure the hearty co-operation of every
minister of religion, and every member of a
Christinn Church. Not all other vices com-
bined lave robbed the church of so many
talented and learned ministers of the Gospel
as intemperance; every other cause has not
furnished so much necessity for discipline, or
given 80 much occasion to the enemics of the
Lord to speak reproachfully.

In New York an attempt is being made to
found an Juebriate Asylum, and the Trustees,
lately, in making an appeal to the public for
funds, state the following startling fucts, which
bear upon our present subject:—

“Who can doulit the vital importance of
such an asylum, wheu even befure its first
story is completed, more than tyenty-vight
hundred applications have tieen made for ad-
wittance, many of which ave from the patients
themselves. Amoog the applicantsare twenty-
eight clergymen, thirty-six plysicians, forty.

two lawyers, three judges, twelve oditors, four

army and three naval officers, one hundred
and seventy uine morchants, fifty-five furmers,
five hundred and fifeen mechanies, and four
bundred and ten women, who are from the
higher walks of life,

*“Lhey also nesert that within the past two
vears, New York State has lost by death iwo
of her Snprame Court Judges, nud one of her
Connty Judges, all of whom died of lnebriety,

s and were applicants for adinission to this asy-
lum,  Among the illustrations which they give
! of the fearfu) results of intemperance, when it

has acquired the mastery over the mind, is
that of u futher who murdered his own chill®

J. Swimn,
Convener of Temperance Commities,

THE RELIGIOUS MOVEMENT IN IRE-
LAND.

According to recent accounts the gréat rell.
glous movement in Ircland has lost none of its
power; it still spreads snd deepens with mar.
vellous rapidity. Theo Dauner of Ulster, of
the 28th of June, says:—

“We have cause for thankfulness in being
able to record the steady progeessof the move.
ment in our own populous city—the centre of
u religicus awnkening which has had no par-
allel in Ireland during the present age, We
are. indeed, warranted in stating, that the ex-
citement which accompanied the advent of the
present “day of good things,” and which we
spoke of as subaiding into a fecling of calm
eatnestness and a spirit of solemn inquiry, has
aguin, in a considerable measure, returned,
like the reflux of a tidal wave, ard is Learing
before it, to the house of prayer, masees of the
unconverted. Many who, until the lust week,
thought and spoke lightly of the matter, aud
were disposd to aliow the sudden ardour
of an outbur-t, tv them so unacconatal je, to
rass quictly away as they felt sure it would,
lmve now begun to look upon itin » mure
serious Jight.” ‘Lhie minds of numbers of others
have Leen hopefully arrested, and the most
blessed results hiave followed in abundant re.
freshings from the Lonl. The *‘revival” has
itself buen revived, The churches aud other
buildings opened in epecial connexion with the
outpouring front on high, are even niare
thronged, if yossible, than before; and the
list of thoze wlno have found it good to their
own souls and to those of others to huve been
there is daily receiving numerous wdditions,
These are not by any means confined to young
femnales, or to members of the working clussva:
among them sre to Le found men ctrong in
intellect and in frume, uud perions from the
middle and respectable v ks of the coms
munity. Ev-n those who have not hitherto
been impressed have bec me punctually re.
gular in their attendance upon the ordinances
of religion, wherever they find them admin.
istered in epirit and in truth. Sablath lust
was the communion meeeting in several of the
Preshyterian Churches; and we believe we
are correct in saying thatitis long indeed
since so large a number of worshippera ap-
proached the Lord's table in Belfast,

Many communications contained ia its pages
fully Lear out its statements.  *In Ballyinena
the face, the tone, the appéarance even of the
community is completely revolutionized; vice
of all kinds, asif ashamed, hides its head, A
master shoemaker telle us that drinking, once
such & common nuisance, especially on Monday
morning, is now unknown. The Benel's occu-
pation is all Lut gone. A drunkard when seen

is now looked on as & monstrous curiveity.



