THE WESTERN

meuly, though -not very correctly, known as Laud’s Prayer
Baurk) the Scollish Bishops, infiuenced by the scholariy
James Wedderburn, Bishop of Dunblane (whose remaine
afteowards found honorable burial in the Cathedind at Can
terbury), made changes in the translation o) the Quscungque
These changes were reviewed and approved by Bisheon
Wren aml Archbishop Lawd, and were put jorth in Scot:
fand with the Royal authority, It may suflice lere to men
tiem one change : where the words run it the Englich P -
er Book, “ IHe, therefore, that will De saved @ ot dins
the Scottish Praya Book gave the

think of the Trinity,’
verse thus, © He, therefor, that would be saved @ let him
thus think of the Trinity.”
the Scottish Bishops anticipated by two hundred and thirty-

1t is interesting o observe that

five years the change recommended by the committee of
Bishiops appointed at a mecting of the united Fpiscopate of
the Provinces of Canterbury and York, whose report was
published in 1872, and who recommended that the woids
should run : “ Ile, therciore. that willeth to be saved @ let
him thus think of the Trinity.”  The advantage of the
change is obvious. Ti readers the original (qui valt crpo
salvus esse ita de Trinitate sentiat) more faithinlly, and pre-
vents the misconception that the statement is a prediction
sbout the future and not (as it really is) the Chureh's de-
caration about the present.  The action of the Scottizh
Rishops also shows how long the ditliculty <uggested by
this verse has Deen felt in the Church.

T am myseli convinced that no new translation of the
Quicunque will of itseli suflice to irce the formula from the
objections entertained by many devout and earnest believers
to the recitation of the minatory clavses  These abjections
must be met in another way, as I have attempted to point
ont in a recent publication, entitfed * Helps from History
to the true sense of the Minatary Clhuses of the Athanasiap
Creed.” But a vew and more correct translation. thouwi
not removing, will tend towards alleviating the pressure of
such ouyi~tions : and 1 Inok forward with eatisfaction o
this task being undertaken under the direction of the Arch.
bishop of Canterbury, in compliance with the unaninioms
request of the Bishops assembled at the late Lawbeth Con-
ference.

(1) T pass over the abortive Royal Commission of 1630
which contented itself with the recommendation that the
number of duys on which the Quicungue should be said
should be reduced to six, and with adding a note to the
rubric that the articles of this Coniession of our Christian
Faith * eught to be received and believed as beimy agree-
able to the Holy Scriptures, and the condenming clauses
arc to be understood as relating only to those who obstin-

ately deny the substance of the Christian Faith,” It was
close upon a hundred years later, when the American col-
onies had successfully asserted their independence, that the
question. again came to the front. Neither the time nor she
then condition of the Church in tlic United States was pro-
pitious to the work of a temperate and scholarly revision of
the Book of Cowmon Prayer. The number of the clergy

was small ; and they were in no way distinguished by iheo-
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fogical and liturgical learminmg, In the carly stapes of the
worl they were without Bishops, and wathout the control
ling inthuences which 11 grave and responsible pusition gen
erally maparts to the Episcopate. Some of the caly pro-
posals for revi jon were <tartling, and i appear uee revolu-
tonary. It wis proposed ta remove both the Nicene and
Athanic i Creeds, and o alter the Apostley” Cread by the
omission ot the artivle an the deseent into hell, Happtly,
the Bishops of the Chureh of Eagland intevvened  They
were @ this tme solinted (o confer Episcopal conseeration
on certam ot the American clergy, and they were the piore
mclined to grant the request, seemmyr thin the Chureh in Scot-
Lind Dad wready  eopsecrated Sanmutel Seabury, the first
Bishop i the American Cliureh. When the proposals for
litwrgrical revision were made hnown in England, the Eng-
lish Bishops, with great courtesy and moderation of tone,
urged the restoration of the Apostles’ Creed in it~ unmutil
ated form, amd went on to <ay, " nor ean we help addine
that we hope you will think it but a decent proof of the
attachment you profess to the services of our liturgy to give
the ather two Creeds a place in your Book of Commey,
Praver, even though the ne of them should be felt dis-
cretional.”  The Bishops of the Chuieh of England very
properly  wished to be assured of the seeurities for the
maintenance of the Catholic Faith by the daughter Church
briore establishing her with an independent episcopate. Yet
it will be observed that they thought this secunty would be
atfained by the retention of the Nicene and Athanasian
Crecds without insesting on therr recitation publie wor-
ship.  The letter of the Eupbsh Bishops had ws mfinence ;
but it is only fair to <ay that before the letter of the Eng-
lish Rishops had reached Amernica, the Church in the State
of Maryland and the Church in the State of Pennaybvania
ba ! voted that the Neene Creed be restorad to s place,
A the earnest desare to brang wta otle cafporate bady the
Churches o the vanous States of the Unien bang a deanin
ant influence of the tune, 1t s not smprobable that the e
tention of the Nicene Creed wouhd lave boen secured with -
out any interveatton from Logland  Thas wems 1y me the
wore hikely, beeause the recommendatiun ftem Fugzland in
cluded, 1 one sentence and on the same ivoeting, the Niene
Creed and the Athanasian Creed. But the retention of the
Latter fadad to find acceptance.

Two Anierican elergymen, White and Praovost, sailed for
Fualand ot the close of 17365, wih the infonmation that the
fequest of the English Bivhops, in respect 19 the Apostles’
Creedd and the Nicene Creed, had been complied with, but
that it was aot contemiplatesd 0 restore the  Athanasian
Crerd. They were consecrated to the episcopate on Febru-
ary {1987, in the chapel of Lambeth Palace. There were
now three Bishops in the American Church, and by its con-
sitntion it was resolved to give the Hause of Bishops the
right of inftiating legislative action, and abo of negativing
(undler certain conditions) acts of the other House. At the
Geueral Canvention in 1788 the House of Bishops formedly

proposer? to restore the Athanssian Creed, with a permes-
sive ather than an obligatory rubric as to it use. The other
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