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TI the 1'downward grade " of sec-
tarianism, the losses of christian peo-
pie are very many and very great.
In last month's No. we drew atten-
tion to " Laying-on-if hands," the
ancient and apostolic method of pre-
paring and ordaining the lay mem-
bers of Christ's Body for -their mo-
mentous work as partakers of the
Lord's offices, nameiy-those of a
prophet, priest and king.

WVe showed that wvhiiEt without
faithfui participation in this work
the members of Christ can have no
share in iHis everlasting rest, with its
weicome, " Well done, good and
fathfui servant," they cannot, amid'st
the temptations of this life, fuil this
threefoid worl; as prophets, priests
and kirîgs without the strengthening,
influence of the HoIy Spirit. Ail
members of Christ are thereby
made-as St. John in the Apocalyp-
se deciares, " Kin«gs and priests to
God," and therefore a due ordination
to this high and holy work is
provided for them at the time when
they can inteiiigentiy receive it, in
the Laying-on-of-hands, with its ac-
companying most necessary annoint-
ing with the seven-foid gifts of the
Hoiy Ghost.

So important is this Divine gift to
the members of Christ that St. Paul
classes it amongst the six principies
or Most important matters in the

Faith, Baptism, Laying-on-of-hands,
Resurrection of the dead, and Eter-
nial Judgnient (Heb. vi, i.) Yet,
although orthodox christians of al)
denominations admit and practice to
a greater or iess extent five of those
great doctrices or first principies,
with their deep responsibilities, al
the modern sects who have rejected
the Histcrical Episcopate, reject also,
with it the rite or first principle
of IlLaying on-of-hands," the admin-
istration of wvhich, since the times of
the firet aposties, pertained to theni
and their successors.

Thinking people who have corne
over to our Church from the modern
derorninations arounid us, after due
study and earnest conviction, always
-especiaiiy if they have been pas-
tors in their late connection-tellus
how deeply they feit the want of the
rite of Laying on-of-hands or Confir-
mation as a ineans of eniisting the
young, as working members of the
denomination at that period of life
when, in so many cases the turn to-
wards Christ or the worid is madeý
for time and eternity. Seeing, sou
often the self deceiving and transi-
tory nature of the modemn revival
system, with its antimonian tenden-
cies, they prize by it, want'among
themselves that ivhich is too often
neglected amongst us, viz.: the gath-
ering of the young into instruction
classes to be duly and carefully pre-
pared for Confirmnation, a rite to,
which they corne the more readily

doctrine of Christ, viz.: Repentance, 1 fron- having been taugnt to look for-


